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The largely intact Inca palace Machu Picchu is a place of enduring interest for tourists and archaeologists, but the Andes are generously sprinkled with other compelling prehis-

toric sites that receive a small fraction of the attention lavished on Peru’s star attraction.
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OPINION

By CHARLES 
KRAUTHAMMER

Washington Post Writers Group

WASHINGTON — The 

New Hampshire results 

ha e s li i  e  the rei i  li

he that the  ampai  is a  

a ti esta lishme t re lt  th 

the le t a  the ri ht  ar el  

overlooked, however, is the role 

pla ed i  setti  the atio al 

mood  the seve ear le a  

o  the O ama preside
es, ou hear o sta t de u ia

tio s o  i stitutio s, parties, leaders, 

do ors, lo ists, i  ue e peddlers  

ut the starti  poi t o  the iparti

sa  riti ue is the so ial, e o omi  

a d eopoliti al wre ka e all arou d 

us  er ie Sa ders is are ul ever to 

lame O ama dire tl , ut his des rip

tio  o  the Ameri a O ama leaves 

ehi d is devastati  — a wastela d 

o  sta a t wa es, risi  i e ualit , 

a si ki  middle lass, ou  peo

ple rushed  de t, the 

Ameri a  ream d i
Take awa  the rookl  

a e t a d the arr  avid 
ma erisms a d ou would 
have thou ht ou were liste
i  to a epu li a  a didate  
A ter all, who s ee  i  har e 
or the last seve  ears

o ald Trump is eve  
more olor ul i  des ri
i  the urre t mess  a d 
more dire t i  attri uti  it 
to the ou tr s leadership — most pu
e tl , its stupidit  a d i ompete e  
oth a didates are ot ust a ti esta

lishme t ut a ti status uo  The revolt 
is as mu h a out the O ama le a  as it 
is a out i stitutio s

ook at New Hampshire  Hillar  
li to  had made a strate i  de isio , as 

hi hli hted i  the de ates, to wrap her
sel  i  the ma tle o  the O ama pres
ide  i  mistake  She lost New 
Hampshire  three tou hdow s

e o d raili  a ai st the wre ka e, 
the other ommo alit  etwee  the two 
i  New Hampshire wi ers is i  the 
ature o  the ure the  o er et the oth

ers propose are ull  ud eted  ve poi t 
pla s  Sa ders a d Trump o er ma i

Take Sa ders  New 
Hampshire vi tor  spee h  
It promised the moo  ol
le e edu atio , ree  u iver
sal health are, ree  world 
pea e, also ree e ause we 
wo t e the poli ema  o  
the world  m thi al Su i 
armies will presuma l  e 
doi  that or us  lus a 
uara teed  mi imum 

wa e  All to e a hieved  
ta i  the ri h  ho a  e 

a ai st a spe ulatio  ta  whatever 
that mea s

So with Trump  eave it to him  o s 
will  ow a k i  a rush rom hi a, rom 
apa , rom e i o, rom ever where  

iversal health are, with O ama are 
repla ed  somethi  terri   eter
a s  all  take  are o  ru s stopped 
old at the order  I deed, a  e d to dru  

addi tio  itsel  i tor  upo  vi tor  o  
ever  ki d

How  That uestio  ever omes 
up a more  No o e e pe ts a  a swer  
His will e do e, o  earth i  ot et i  
heave  es, people love Trump s o
tempt or the esta lishme t  — whi h 
as ar as I a  tell mea s a thi  ot 
Trump — ut what is trul  thrilli  is the 

promise o  a ear i li al restoratio  As 
pai less as Sa ders

I  truth, Trump a d Sa ders are soar
i  ot ust  de i  the esta lishme t, 
ut  de i  lo i  a d histor  Sa d

ers  ma i  potio  is so ialism  Trump s 
is Trump

The ou  emo rats 
swoo i  or Sa ders appear 
u amiliar with so ialism s 
e tur lo  areer, a dis

mal tale o  rui atio  rom 
ussia to u a to e e uela  

I deed, are the  eve  aware 
that hi a s reatest redu
tio  i  povert  i  huma  his
tor  orrelates pre isel  with 
the de ree to whi h it has 
given up so ialism

Trump s ma i  is tou h
ess — tou h ess i  a world 

o  losers  The power a d will 
o  the audillo will make 
ever thi  ri ht

Apart rom the a t that 
stro ma  rule o tradi ts the Ameri a  
o stitutio al traditio  o  limited a d 
o strai ed over me t, audillo popu

lism simpl  does t work  It a ou ts i  
a lar e part or the relative a kward ess 
o  A ri a a d ati  Ameri a  I  , 

Ar e ti a had a per apita i ome ull  
 per e t o  ours  A ter a th e tur  

wallowi  i  ero ism a d its imitators,
Ar e ti a is a asket ase, its per apita 
i ome ow  per e t o  ours

There ertai l  is a risis o  o  
de e i  the ou tr s i stitutio s  ut 

that s hardl  ew The ur
re t ru  o  e demi  dis
trust e a  with iet am 
a d ater ate  et ot i  
our li etimes have the le t 
a d ri ht populism o  the 
Sa ders a d Trump vari
et  e o ed su h massive 
support

The added a tor is the 
O ama e e t, the depressed 
a d a ious mood o  a atio
e perie i  its worst e o
omi  re over  si e orld
ar II a d wat hi  its 

power a d i  ue e a road 
de li e amid a willed lo al 
retreat

The result is a politi s o  hi h a tas
Thi s a t et a  worse, we hear, so 
wh  ot shake thi s up to their ou
datio  A o e who thi ks thi s a t
et a  worse k ows othi  A d risks

ever thi

Magic sells for Trump, Sanders campaigns

Anyone 

who 

thinks 

things 

can’t 

get any 

worse 

knows 

nothing.

A dea  o dors are su h a om
ma di  s m ol o  i depe

de e a d e dura e that their ima e 
is o  the uadoria  a d olivia  
 a s — prett  ool or a pou d 

vulture  
espite their me u pre ere es — 

i  rotte  a imal orpses — o dors 
do possess harisma  I ve wat hed 
as ma  as 
ei ht i  the air 
at o e soar
i  alo  rid e 
tops i  isolated 
valle s  ike 
wit essi  a 
total e lipse 
o  the su  or a 
meteor shower, 
the  are proo  
the world 
does t revolve 
arou d us  l
i  a mile or 
two a ove valle   oors, it would e 
i e to thi k o dors are sa e a d 

eter al  ut that, o  ourse, is merest 
a tas  

The  are i  trou le i  South Amer
i a due deadl  i tera tio s with 
huma s a d ha itat loss  The A dea  
ou tr side is empt i  out as desper

ate ampesi os rowd i to the despi
a le slums o  ima, eru, a d other 
ities, ut u re ulated lo i  a d 

threats like predator poiso i s ever
theless eat awa  at the o dors  uture  

 was the last time a North 
Ameri a  o dor was see  i  Ore o , 

 ears a ter the ewis a d lark 
peditio  shot o e ear Ilwa o as it 

ed o  a whale ar ass o  the olum
ia iver s orth shore  illi  some

thi  to stud  it is o e o  s ie e s 
ruel iro ies  Nowada s, we re or

tu ate eve  to o serve turke  vultures 
arou d the olum ia  The other da , 
a kettle o  vultures over the swamps 
e o d hi ook, ashi to , told 

me there must e a deli ious drow ed 
deer somewhere i  the rush

There is little ha e o dors will 
a ai    i  Ore o  or ashi to , 

thou h the o servatio  roup Ore
o  ild does dedi ate a  e  pa e 

to the o ept  The Ore o  oo sa s 
o dor restoratio  will re uire us 

to thi k i  terms o  the restoratio  o  
whole e os stems, i ludi  health  
salmo  ru s, via le mammal popula
tio s, a d eve  the vitalit  o  our ow  
ultures a d a ilit  to oe ist with a d 

re e erate atural s stems  There 
is s a t ha e o  this  ut the oo 
deserves redit as o e o  our a ili
ties that has aptive red o dors or 

release i  ali or ia a d Ari o a

South Ameri a ame to mi d 
re e tl  as ews emer ed o  a 

remarka le dis over  i  eru s deso
late u ahua a alle , a pla e I drove 
throu h ma  ears a o  Tha ks to 
dr  o ditio s, do e s o  I a khi
pus — stri  ooks or talki  k ots  
— have ee  re overed, some still 
i  o te t with the stored oods the  
were used to ou t a d re ord

hipus are thou ht provoki  
The  preserve lost details a out the 
mi ht  I a empire e ore it was 
destro ed  Spa ish o uista
dor ra is o i arro a d others  

emai s purported to e i arro s 
sit like a ar ival sideshow attra tio  
i  a thorou hl  u loved displa  ase 
i  the atio al athedral  The Spa
ish ur ed all ut a out  surviv
i  khipus a d did ot re ord how 
to read them, so the  are like a ie t 

ptia  hiero l phs were e ore the 
osetta Sto e allowed tra slatio  
or a  lover o  la ua e a d a ts, 

the i a ilit  to u dersta d khipus is 
deepl  rustrati

Thou h lar el  re arded as a  
a ou ti  tool, some khipus have 
a a ti e omple it  a d ma  
e ode more sophisti ated t pes 

o  ommu i atio  There is 
a depth o  i ormatio  o

tai ed i  o umeri , stru

tural eleme ts o  khipu,  a ordi  
to resear her Gar  rto  See www
ti url om hipu ata ase

This ew  d o  khipus mi ht ust 
e the ke  to eve tuall  u lo ki  

their m steries  A reathtaki  o e is 
o  displa  i  the Natio al useum o  
Ar haeolo , A thropolo  a d His
tor  o  a  o s ure street i  ima  It 
lows with pote tial  or de ades, 

I ve hu ered to k ow what it sa s

Lima is o e o  m  least avorite 
metropolises —  or  millio  

people, most a e tl  poor  he  el
low Ameri a s ad mouth our ou
tr , I wish I ould plop them dow  
o  the ed e o  ima or a ew da s  
A ta i trip rom a atio s mai  air
port to the heart o  its apital used to 
i volve drivi  arou d tire  res a d 
arrowl  avoidi  ollisio s at i ter

se tio s e ause o od  o e s stop
li hts  A ter su h e perie e, ou 
k ow ou re aw ull  lu k  to live 
where we do i stead o  i  eru — or 
a  um er o  similar pla es

ut ima s lose to u avoida le i  
ou re oi  to spe d mu h time o  

the o ti e t s west side — usuall  a 
prere uisite to visiti  the I a apital 
o  u o, rom whi h a trai  delivers 
visitors to a hu i hu  These are 
pla es that make the u l  slo  throu h 

ima worthwhile
isits to the oremost I a sites are 

li e ha i  The  were rutal o
uerors o  other ative peoples, ut 

their reativit  was wo drous
I  seldom see  terra es elow 

a hu i hu, or e ample, there s 
a pla ul se se o  water ma a e
me t I d love to see emulated here i  
our similarl  wet re io  ater is led 
throu h ha els pre isio arved i  
the atural ro k  A hu e oulder ear 

u o has similar eatures, suppos
edl  to drai  awa  sa ri  ial lood — 
thou h I hope that s ust a stor  told 
or tourists

reservi  or losi  memories, 
ha dli  eve  mu da e hores like 
stormwater drai a e with ele a e, 
avoidi  ei  o uered, ei  seri
ous a out ur a  pla i  a d pop
ulatio  o trol, o servi  wild
li e — these all are lesso s we ou ht 
to a sor  rom the I a a d their 
des e da ts

—M.S.W.
Matt Winters is editor and pub-

lisher of the Chinook Observer and 
Coast River Business Journal.

Inca successes, mistakes light our way 
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A khipu, or Inca string book, is displayed in the National Museum 

of Archaeology, Anthropology and History in Lima, Peru. For many 

decades, there was little hope that the information captured in these 

objects would ever be understood, but there has been a recent 

break in the case and decoding them is becoming more likely.
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Inca engineers displayed a playful sense of water management, 

turning rain-drainage channels below Machu Picchu into a form of 

abstract art.
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There is little chance

condors will again fl y in

Oregon or Washington.
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