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Brown revises wage proposal downward

Some
complained
previous

plan was
‘financially
irresponsible’

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Gov. Kate
Brown’s minimum wage
proposal apparently was
unpopular enough that the
governor revised it Friday.

Brown’s plan now sets
lower minimums than the
original and begins boosting
wages to $9.75 six months
earlier, starting in July.

Under the new proposal,
the minimum wage would
gradually climb from the
existing $9.25 to $14.50
in the Portland metro area
and $13.25 in the rest of the
state by 2022.

Sean Hart
Gov. Kate Brown has
revised her minimum
wage plan.

Her former plan called
for minimums of $15.52
in the Portland area and
$13.50 in the rest of the
state by 2022.

“Based on feedback
from stakeholders, I have
refined my proposal, begin-
ning implementation in
2016, so workers get higher
pay sooner, and extending
the glide path to give busi-
nesses more time to prepare
for higher wages,” Brown
said in a statement.

The fiscal office released
areport Friday that analyzed
the cost to state government

in one biennium of hiking
the minimum immediately
to $13.50 or $15 per hour.

Actual cost difficult
to calculate

Legislative Fiscal
Officer Ken Rocco said the
actual cost per biennium is
difficult to calculate because
there are multiple proposals,
and all of the proposals raise
the wage gradually rather
than all at once.

“It would never happen
all at once,” Rocco said.
“No one is going to say we
are going to raise minimum
wage from $9.25 to $13.50.
It’s all phased in.”

Immediately  boosting
Oregon’s minimum wage
to $15 an hour could cost
the state in excess of $140
million next biennium,
according to the analysis.

The estimate excludes
costs to local governments
and any indirect costs
such as higher paid public
employees who might seek
a corresponding raise.

Costs to K-12 educa-
tion would be around $52
million. Pay for certain
classified public employees
such as entry-level assis-
tants and custodians would
cost $4.8 million. Univer-
sities estimate their costs
would be on order of $75
million in the next bien-
nium. The cost would be
between $5.25 million and
$9 million for community
colleges, under the gover-
nor’s previous plan.

Higher education offi-
cials “point out that, in
general, an increase in
wages for student workers is
likely to reduce other assis-
tance the students receive,
including federal aid,” the
fiscal office report stated.

The higher minimums
also could affect workers’
cligibility for state assis-
tance such as the Oregon
Health Plan, food assis-
tance  program,  school
lunch programs, subsidized
preschool, and student finan-
cial aid.

Unclear impact on
local government
It’s unclear how much

a $15 minimum would
cost local governments,
including school districts.
Oregon Employment
Department data suggests
an increase to $13.50
could cost about $50
million more per biennium
for local governments,
according to the legislative
fiscal office.

Linn County commis-
sioners conducted their
own estimate in which they
forecast Brown’s previous
minimum wage proposal
could cost local govern-
ments $450 million to
$500 million dollars a year.

The  commissioners
wrote in a letter to Brown
that they believe the former
proposal was “financially
irresponsible” and an
unfunded mandate.

The Capital Bureau is a
collaboration between EO
Media Group and Pamplin
Media Group.
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Search and
throughout the region joined the hunt for
a missing 87-year-old man.

rescue personnel

Search on for
missing Cannon
Beach man

The Daily Astorian

CANNON BEACH — An §87-year-old
Cannon Beach man, Raymond R. Hickman,
was reported missing and possibly endangered
over the weekend.

He remained missing Monday morning.
More than 50 rescuers were scanning the city,
hillside, beach areas and roadways.

Described as 5-feet-9-inches tall, bald, blue
eyes and wearing glasses, family members
described the Haystack Heights resident, who
was reported missing Saturday morning, as
“having memory issues.”

Responders from Clatsop, Tillamook and
Washington counties, including Mountain Wave

Search and Rescue, searched throughout the
weekend. A command center was set up in Cannon
Beach at the firehouse. The search continued
Monday with teams from Multnomah and Clack-
amas counties joining the search, Cannon Beach
Police Chief Jason Schermerhorn said.

Stronger families
is program’s focus
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Your new crowns can be completed in 7pm.: 6-4-6-8 Saturday’s Hit 5:01-08-11-

OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business
day prior.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and
upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the
day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/forms/obits, by
email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The Daily
Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext.
257.

Typical restorations require uncomfortable ~
temporaries and impression trays, and
returning for a secondary appointment for ‘
fillings, veneers or full crowns.

»

CEREC restorations are all color matched,

metal free and highly durable. With 30 years of research and development
backing this process, 28 million restorations placed worldwide and a success
rate of 95%, you can rest assured that you’ve made the right decision to trust
the CEREC system with your dental restoration needs.
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KLEMP FAMILY DENTISTRY

1006 West Marine Drive, Astoria
(503) 468-0116
www.klempfamilydentistry.com
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