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By MATEUSZ 
PERKOWSKI
Capital Bureau

Oregon has no shortage of 
people willing to grow and sell 
marijuana under its regulatory 
system for the recently-legal-
ized crop.

However, the state is facing 
a dearth of labs that can test 
marijuana products for the 
psychoactive chemical THC as 
well as prohibited pesticides and 
contaminants, as required by law.

At this point, 228 growers, 
96 retailers, 38 processors, 31 
wholesalers and one researcher 
have applied for marijuana 
licenses with the Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission, which 
oversees the regulatory tracking 
system for the crop.

The number of laboratories 
that have applied? Zero.

Complications and 
expenses, rather than a lack of 
interest, have prevented labo-

ratories from enrolling in the 
system so far, said Steve Marks, 
the commission’s executive 
director.

While no existing laborato-
ries have yet been licensed for 
marijuana testing, a handful have 
expressed interest in obtaining 

Health Authority, Marks said. 
Both agencies must approve labs 
for the tracking system.

Potential bottleneck

could prove to be a bottleneck 
in Oregon’s marijuana regula-
tory system, at least initially. The 
system will be in “good shape” if 
six or seven facilities are licensed, 
but will face challenges with only 
one or two, he said.

“We’re going to have enough 
eventually, it’s just how quickly 
they can do it,” Marks said.

Some laboratories that 
provide testing for industrial 
companies may be able to enroll 

smaller facilities that are already 
serve marijuana producers may 

upgrades, he said.
New equipment needed to 

comply with testing standards 
can cost $50,000 and needs to be 
calibrated for marijuana, Marks 
said. Labs will also need to train 
existing employees or hire more 
personnel to handle the added 
workload.

Medical marijuana dispensa-
ries can currently sell the recre-
ational crop from “grandfathered” 
grow sites, but retail marijuana 
sold to consumers must meet 
testing requirements by June.

Need water rights
Growers who want to 

produce recreational marijuana 
for retail sales must demonstrate 
they have water rights to grow 
the crop and obtain a statement 
from their city or county govern-
ments attesting they meet land 

use requirements.
Producers can grow canopies 

of marijuana up to 10,000 square 
feet indoors and 40,000 square 

feet outdoors, but commer-
cial marijuana production is 
currently prohibited by 76 cities 
and 19 of Oregon’s 36 counties.

The Capital Bureau is a
collaboration between EO
Media Group and Pamplin
Media Group.

By KYLE SPURR
The Daily Astorian

A 36-year-old Long 
Beach, Washington, man 
was arrested Tuesday 
night after eluding police, 
losing control of his 
vehicle and crashing into 
a power pole on U.S. 
Highway 30 in the John 
Day area. 

David Ryan Huff 
was initially stopped by 
Oregon State Police for 
having a taillight out at 
milepost 89 on Highway 
30. He gave a false name 

stop.
A pursuit ensued and 

Huff lost control near 
milepost 93, where a 
power pole was broken. 

Highway 30 was 
closed for about two hours 
due to power lines coming 
down and striking three 
other vehicles. 

Man arrested with drugs after 

pursuit, crash on U.S. Highway 30 
By ERICK BENGEL

The Daily Astorian

Al Jaques, a local indepen-
dent contractor, got a pleasant 
surprise right in the middle of 
a motorcycle group’s meeting 
at the Astoria Moose Lodge last 
week.

A handful of dignitaries 
crashed the event to present 
Jaques with a Phoenix Award, 
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s award honoring 
individuals and groups who turn 
blighted or contaminated areas 
into something socially useful.

Jaques served as the 
manager for the Astoria Sports 
Complex construction project, 
a $10 million undertaking 
that wrapped up in late 2014 
and transformed the Astoria 

-
sport Road into a community 
complex.

“I tell ya, Al was the right 
person to have working on this 
project,” Astoria City Manager 
Brett Estes said. “He managed 
the whole construction project 
and was having to wear many 
hats to get the thing built and 
done.”

Since Astoria High School’s 
Fighting Fishermen use the site 
for their new home stadium, 

freed up the old high school 

Columbia Memorial Hospital’s 
new cancer treatment center 
now in the works.

At a ceremony held in 
Chicago in September, the EPA 
gave the Region 10 Phoenix 

Estes; former Astoria Mayor 
Willis Van Dusen; Astoria 
School Board Superinten-
dent Craig Hoppes; hospital 
CEO Erik Thorsen; and Fred 
Stemmler, general manager 
of Recology Western Oregon, 
accepted the trophy.

But the consortium felt that 
Jaques deserved a trophy, too. 
So they ordered one specially 
for him.

“It was an awesome 
surprise,” Jaques said. “Appar-
ently, many people knew it was 

coming, but I was the last one to 
know.”

Joined by Public Works 
Director Ken Cook; City 
Engineer Jeff Harrington; 
Astoria High School Athletic 
Director Howard Rub; and, via 
phone, state Sen. Betsy Johnson, 
D-Scappoose, the group stormed 
the North Coast ABATE motor-
cycle meeting to give Jaques his 
due publicly.

“He was just totally blown 
away,” Jaques’ partner, Linda 
Long, said.

“It only lasted about 20 
minutes,” Van Dusen said, “but 
it was a very memorable 20 
minutes.”

Van Dusen added that, while 
Jaques has done many great 
projects in Astoria, “the one that, in 
my opinion, is the most important, 
that’s going to stand out more than 
the others, is this sports complex 
and the cancer center.

“And all of us involved in 
that teamwork effort thought 
that Al was our team captain,” 
he said.

Dignitaries present local 
contractor with EPA award

Huff and a 
passenger, Keisha 
Marie Ann Jones, 
24, of Long Beach, 
were immedi-
ately arrested after 
the crash. Further 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
revealed Huff had 
Oregon and Wash-
ington warrants and 
was in possession 
of cocaine, meth-
amphetamine and heroin, 
according to state police.

Jones was on post-prison 
supervision and her probation 

Huff is being charged with 
attempting to elude police 
with a vehicle, reckless 
driving, recklessly endan-

gering another 
person, second-de-
gree criminal 
mischief, providing 
false information 

and possession of 
methamphetamine, 
heroin and cocaine. 
He is being held in 
custody on $25,000 
bail. 

An arraignment 
hearing is scheduled next 
week. 

John Day Volunteer Fire 
Department, Astoria Police, 
Clatsop County Sheriff’s 

-
ment of Transportation, 

state police at the scene. 
Carl Earl/The Daily Astorian

Holding his Phoenix Award, Al Jaques, the project manager 

of the Astoria Sports Complex, listens to state Sen. Betsy 

Johnson, D-Scappoose, congratulate him over the phone 

held aloft by former Astoria Mayor Willis Van Dusen.

David  

Ryan Huff

Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian

Packages of Fire OG hang on the rack at Hi in Astoria. The state is facing a dearth of labs 
that can test marijuana products for the psychoactive chemical THC as well as prohibited
pesticides and contaminants, as required by law.

No labs are currently licensed by Oregon regulators
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 ASTORIA AMERICAN LEGION
 1132 Exchange Street • 325-5771

 Friday, Jan. 29th • 4pm  ‘til gone

 6:00pm
 “K araoke D ave”

 BR A TS, SO U R K R A U T, G ER M A N   BR A TS, SO U R K R A U T, G ER M A N  
 PO TA TO  SA LA D , A N D  BR EA D PO TA TO  SA LA D , A N D  BR EA D

 $ 8

 FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

 AN N U AL
 “BA C K REL IEF”
 M AT T R ES S

 EVEN T

 h ea dqua rters

 S torew ide S ale and Clearance

 www.americasmattress.com With 3 convenient locations  NEWPORT | LINCOLN CITY | WARRENTON

 Located next to Big 5
 and Fred Meyer

 Warrenton
 503-861-6085

 T HE  S LEEP   Y OU  N EED

 GUARANTEED

 ONLY

 $ 94

 TWIN
 MATTRESSES

 FOXFIELD
 Euro Top

 ea. pc.

 $ 299 Hot
 Buy

 Queen Mattress

 98%   Satisfied

 Smarter. Cooler. Better. ®

 97%  Would
 recommend
 to a friend

 Lu xu ry M o tio n  Ba ses
 S tarting at  

 $ 599

 HOURS : M-F 10-7;  SAT 10-5; SUN 11-5

 FREE  DELIVERY  
 FREE  SET-UP
 w/minimum purchase,
 local delivery

 For q u es tion s  ca ll

 503-325-4484 or 800-547-9198

 Waterways of Wonder

 Sailing roundtrip from Seattle, relive Gold Rush 

 history in Juneau or Skagway and explore a 

 native Tlingit village in Ketchikan. Witness 

 majestic waterfalls, dazzling glaciers and 

 spectacular wildlife from humpback whales to 

 frolicking sea otters as you cruise through the 

 pristine Inside Passage. And experience even 

 more through North to Alaska! and Discovery at 

 Sea TM , new programs that immerse you in 

 everything Alaska through exciting activities on 

 board and award-winning excursions on shore. 

 Find out why Princess Cruises was voted the 

 Best Cruise Line in Alaska by the Travel 

 Channel and readers of Travel Weekly.

 Highlights

 Glacier Bay National Park

 (scenic cruising)

 Experience the Ice Age marvels of 

 Glacier Bay National Park and thrill to 

 the sight of calving glaciers, watch for 

 seals relaxing on icebergs and soak in 

 the breathtaking beauty of these pristine 

 waterways.

 Skagway

 Go on a thrilling dog sled adventure, pan 

 for gold, or ride the historic White Pass 

 & Yukon Railroad to the summit at 

 nearly 3,000 ft. in elevation for a scenic 

 feast where nature reigns.

 Juneau

 Whether your passion is rafting the 

 Mendenhall River, kayaking areas rich 

 with wildlife, sportfishing, or hiking the 

 scenic trails, this capital city has 

 something for everyone.

 7-NIGHT INSIDE PASSAGE

 *Fares are per person, based on double occupancy, subject to availability and capacity 

 controlled. Please refer to the applicable Princess Cruises brochures or princess.com for 

 terms, conditions and definitions that apply to all bookings. This promotional piece is 

 created and distributed by an independent travel agency, not by Princess. Other 

 restrictions may apply. Offer available to residents of the USA and Canada ©2015 

 Princess Cruise Lines, Ltd. Ships of Bermudan and British registry.

 Pricing includes round-trip 

 transfers Astoria-Seattle and

 on-board cocktail reception. 

 fares from*  $ 1,329 (Inside)P.P.

 $1,829  (View)P.P   $2,079  (Balcony)P.P.

 Taxes, Fees & Port Expenses of up to  $220.75 

 are additional and subject to change.

 $100 deposit refundable until April, 2016.

 Join Clatsop Cruise Hosts as we cruise Alaska!

 Special Group Departure

 August 27th - September 3rd, 2016

 We’re inviting everyone in our area to join us!

 Depart from
 Astoria  & board 

 in  Seattle

 $150 on board credit
 per person - total of

 $300 per cabin!

 W A NTED

 Contact:   Steve Axtell • 360-430-0885 or John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber

 N orth w es t H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , W A


