Readers Choice Awards 400 &

BEST THEATER & BEST CHEAP DATE
Columbian Theater

Astoria, Oregon

BEST ART GALLERY

RiverSea Gallery

Astoria, Oregon

Runner-up: Imogen Gallery, Astoria
Honorable Mention: Don Nisbett
Crewhouse Gallery, llwaco, Washington

Photo by Dwight Caswell

RiverSea Gallery in Astoria houses a variety of different mediums, styles and artists.

By DWIGHT CASWELL
regional and national artists.”

RiverSea Gallery has been a
fixture at 1160 Commercial St.
in Astoria for almost 19 years,
and the philosophy behind the
gallery has not changed. “T want
to showcase outstanding local
and regional artists,” says own-
er Jeannine Grafton, “and to

European Style Coffeehouse by day,
intimate bistro offering neo-regional
cuisine by night.

Regional selection of beers, wines and
vintage cocktails available.

243 T1th Street, Astoria, OR 97103
503-325-1781
www.AstoriaCoffeeHouse.com

Follow & “Like” us on Facebook

]

Sushi & Martinis Mondays
Taco & Margarita
Thursdays (3 Buck Tacos)
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pair emerging local artists with

The gallery presents a broad
spectrum of styles. “The art is
not selected to reflect one per-
son’s taste, but to accommo-
date a variety of collectors,”
Grafton says. All the artists in
the gallery have one thing in
common, though: “Whether

it’s jewelry, wood sculpture,
or painting, I look for an artist
who has something to say.”
RiverSea has a staff of three
in addition to Grafton, and they
make sure the gallery is the
kind of place that makes art
approachable and accessible to
any collector. Grafton believes
that, “Having a variety of work
encourages people to explore.
People will find lots of artists
they know about, and also sur-
prises, new discoveries.”
Variety is something Graf-
ton has certainly achieved, and

By NANCY McCARTHY

Why is the Columbian
Theater so popular?

“Probably because it’s in-
expensive and family friend-
ly,” said Jeanine Fairchild,
theater owner and general
manager. “We have options
that other theaters don’t

RiverSea now shows the work | offer.”

of over 200 artists in almost Those  op-

every 2D and 3D medium | tions include

imaginable. The audience the | movies that

gallery appeals to is not limit- | may have

ed to local art enthusiasts, but | been seen

includes regional and national | by only a

collectors as well. few seri-
RiverSea Gallery is one | ous film

of the places in Astoria where | followers

members of the art community | to  classics
meet, both those who make art | from another
and those who admire it. That’s | era.

most apparent every second “I like to mix up
Saturday of the month, during | what I think might make
Astoria’s art walk. Grafton | money and what I’d like to
says, “It’s such a good feeling | see,” Fairchild said. “I try to
that art has a place in Astoria | pick family-friendly movies.”
like RiverSea, and that we have It doesn’t hurt that it costs
the support of the community.” | only $4 for adults and $2 for
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UPCOMING TASTINGS
Jan 30 ¢ Puffin & Friends
Feb 6 » Super Bowl Party Wines
Feb 13 * Wines for Romance

Cannon Beach’s largest selection of
Oregon and Washington wines

SHACK HOURS:
Sunday-Thursday 11am-5pm Cwikk

Friday-Saturday 11am-6pm '
TASTING ROOM HOURS: Saturday 1-5pm ?
124 N. Hemlock St. * Cannon Beach
(503) 436-1100 * www.beachwine.com
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kids for shows that run every
night. Pizza and calzones,
along with beer and wine, are
among the munchies offered.
Some of the seating includes
cozy loveseats.

Business has been good
since the theater raised more
than $60,000 in 2013 to

switch from 35 mm to digi-
tal projection equip-
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ment to meet  Voters chose the Columbian Theater in As-
industry stan- toriaasBest Cheap Date and Best Theater.
dards, Fair-

child said. she would like to see more

At first, it done. When the Columbian

appeared  first opened as the Rivera The-

the the- ater in 1925, dressing rooms

ater might were built downstairs, and
have to  they remain there today.

close if it How does Fairchild feel

couldn’t raise
the funds. But
the theater’s fans
rallied behind the Colum-
bian’s fundraising campaign.
Although a few perfor-
mances at the theater are live
— the stage is behind the large
movie screen — Fairchild said
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Long Beach, Washington

about being named the best
by readers? “It’s very flatter-
ing,” she said. “It’s fun to be
acknowledged.”

The Columbian Theatre, at 1114 Marine
Drive, shows movies at 7 p.m. every
night. General admission is $4 and chil-
dren 12 and under are admitted at $2.

Thanks for voting for us in
the Reader’s Choice Poll!

Come by and see why others
think we are the best!

2705 Pacific Ave., N.

Long Beach, WA 98631  360-244-7042




