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Oyster growers
need shimp fix

Washington state shellfish growers have taken some good
public-relations advice in recent months on the issue
of spraying oyster beds with an insecticide to kill burrowing
shrimp. The question will be whether telling a coherent story
will be enough to overcome deep-seated worries about man-
made chemicals in food and the environment.

Going to the epicenter of their
problem, Willapa and Grays
Harbor, Wash., oyster growers
last week presented their case
to Seattle news media, arguing
that they face financial disaster
if they aren’t granted a permit to
use the spray imidacloprid. In at-
tendance were appealing young
growers like Annie Herrold
Brown, who were able to give a
face and voice to the argument
that commercial oystering faces
an existential threat if shrimp are
allowed chew up oysterlands and
smother oysters.

Growers swear they will
go out of business this decade
if shrimp continue to go un-
checked.

The economic viability of oys-
tering is a matter of importance
for all who live on the Pacific
Northwest coast. According to
the industry’s statistics, it sup-
ports 1,500 jobs and $50 million
in labor income, money that cir-
culates throughout the coastal
economy.

Though  commercial-scale
oystering has vocal detractors,
there is no doubt the coast is
better off with it than without
it. Growers have a powerful in-
centive to maintain water quali-
ty and pay attention to land uses
that might result in costly con-
tamination of shellfish. As prag-
matic environmentalists, they
are aggrieved that a long process
to find a relatively low-impact
way to control mud shrimp spi-
raled into a major political black
eye last year. They were forced

to back off from spraying when
it became clear the public and
Gov. Jay Inslee were highly un-
comfortable with the plan.

There is no denying imidaclo-
prid is controversial. It is banned
in Europe. Though it is in more
than 400 products for sale in the
U.S. — ordinary consumers buy
it all the time to control fleas on
pets, and farmers routinely apply
it to kill insects on crops — the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency said just last week it
may kill bees.

On the other hand, the EPA’s
findings are disputed by the ag-
riculture industry. Local research
centering on imidacloprid on
estuarine mudflats decided few
bees were likely to come into
contact with the chemical out on
Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor.
Tests show no chemical residue
in oysters grown on imidaclo-
prid-treated beds.

Ifthe facts favor shrimp spray-
ing — not all agree this is true —
getting permission should be a
breeze. But it is unlikely to be so
easy. When it comes to chemical
sprays and similar topics, such as
genetically modified foods, the
facts have a hard time overcom-
ing emotion. Most coastal people
sympathize with oyster growers
and will advocate on their behalf.
But the public, agency employ-
ees and politicians who need to
be convinced don’t live here.

Smart oyster growers will
continue working very hard to
find ways to prosper despite
shrimp.

The spendy, bad
joke needs to end

For the Bundys there is no
logical winning strategy

n 2010 the Aryan Nation tried

to gain a foothold in Grant
County. Their idea was to make
the area around John Day the
new headquarters of this group
which preaches that white peo-
ple are imperiled.

Grant County’s politics are
dependably conservative. But
no one out there had invited
the Aryan Nation to come. And
when our sister newspaper, the
Blue Mountain Eagle, convened
a community meeting the dom-
inant message was for the men
wearing khaki uniforms and
armbands bearing swastikas to
leave. And they did.

The protracted occupation of
the Malheur National Wildlife
Refuge is a lot like that. There
has never been a groundswell to
turn the renowned bird refuge,
created by Theodore Roosevelt,
into grazing land. The Bundys
and their followers from the

Southwest have exported their
game of confrontation to Harney
County, which has grown tired
of their menacing.

The New York Times re-
port from inside the occupied
federal buildings, published
Wednesday, depicts a group of
armed men playing war. This
entire exercise has deep emo-
tional meaning for the Bundys.
They gain enormous ego feed
from their armed followers and
the media. The Bundys have put
themselves and the community
into a dangerous position, and
they have no logical winning
strategy.

But residents of Harney
County and their sheriff have
asked these guys to leave. So
what we have is an intruder
who is imposing his dangerous
drama on the rest of us. For the
people of Burns this has become
an expensive bad joke.

Disruption in the age of protest

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
New York Times News Service

f you go to The Guardians

website these days you can
find a section that is just labeled
“Protest.”

So now, with your morning cof-
fee, you can get your news, weather,
sports — and protests.

I found sto-
ries there head-
lined, “Five
Fresh Ideas
for the Street
Art Agitator in
2016,” “Muslim
Woman Ejected
From Donald

Trump  Rally
After Silent Pro- Thomas L.
test” and, appro- Friedman
priately,  “We

Are Living in an Age of Protest.”

We sure are. This week alone
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Ger-
many faced huge protests after her
justice minister declared that Arab
immigrants — let in under Merkel’s
liberal refugee policy — were largely
responsible for the mass sexual as-
saults on women in Cologne on New
Year’s Eve and used social networks
to coordinate their attacks. President
Barack Obama actually cried — that
was his unique protest — while try-
ing to channel his outrage, and many
other people’s, into fixing our nation’s
crazy gun laws.

In my view, this age of protest is
driven, in part, by the fact that the three
largest forces on the planet — global-
ization, Moore’s law and Mother Na-
ture — are all in acceleration, creating
an engine of disruption that is stressing
strong countries and middle classes
and blowing up weak ones, while su-
perempowering individuals and trans-
forming the nature of work, leadership
and government all at once.

When you get that much agita-
tion in a world where everyone with
a smartphone is now a reporter, news
photographer and documentary film-
maker, it’s a wonder that every news-
paper doesn’t have a “Protest” section.

I asked Dov Seidman, the author
of the book “How” and CEO of LRN,
which advises companies all over the
world on leadership and how to build
ethical cultures, for his take on this age
of protest.

“People everywhere seem to be
morally aroused,” said Seidman. “The
philosopher David Hume argued that
‘the moral imagination diminishes
with distance.” It would follow that
the opposite is also true: As distance
decreases, the moral imagination in-
creases. Now that we have no distance
— it’s like we’re all in a crowded the-

The pagan

By DAVID BROOKS
New York Times News Service

n 1997, Michael Wayne Haley

was arrested after stealing a
calculator from Wal-Mart.

This was a crime that merited a
maximum two-year prison term.

But prosecutors incorrectly applied
a habitual offender law. Neither the
judge nor the defense lawyer caught
the error and Haley was sentenced to
16 years.

Eventually, the mistake came to
light and Haley tried to fix it. Ted Cruz
was solicitor general of Texas at the
time. Instead of just letting Haley go
for time served, Cruz took the case to
the Supreme Court to keep Haley in
prison for the full 16 years.

Some justices were skeptical. “Is
there some rule that you can’t confess
error in your state?” Justice Anthony
Kennedy asked. The court system did
finally let Haley out of prison, after six
years.

The case reveals something inter-
esting about Cruz’s character. He is
now running strongly

ater, making everything personal —
we are experiencing the aspirations,
hopes, frustrations, plights of others in
direct and visceral ways.”

Indeed, we’re being intimately ex-
posed to footage of outrageous police
brutality, terrorism victims jumping
from the windows of a Paris theater
and racially biased/sexist corporate
emails revealed by hackers. Who
wouldn’t be aroused?

“Think about this,”

Carolyn Kaster/AP Photo
President Barack Obama wipes tears from his face as he speaks in
the East Room of the White House in Washington, Jan. 5, about steps
his administration is taking to reduce gun violence. Also on stage are
Vice President Joe Biden, right, and stakeholders, and individuals
whose lives have been impacted by the gun violence.

of political correctness on college
campuses — including Yale students
demanding the resignation of an ad-
ministrator whose wife defended free
speech norms that might make some
students uncomfortable — and the
ovations Donald Trump is getting for
being crudely politically incorrect.

“If moral outrage, as justified as it
may be, is followed immediately by
demands for firings or resignations,”

argued Seidman, “it

id Seidman: “A den- It i ici
st fom Mimesoa  DES @ (o moral ourage
§h0()zt§ abcltl)eﬁshed liog wonder beitlrlg met with equeg
in Zimbabwe name outrage, as oppose
Cecil, and days later that every to a virtuous cycle of
everyone in the world dialogue and the hard
knows about it, trigger- newspaper .x o forging real
ing a tsunami of moral y / understanding and en-
outrage on Twitter and doesn’t during agreements.”
Facebook. lAir;ltresEltE have a Flirtherrtxrlore, “wlgen
some people try to shul moral outrage skips
down his dental prac- ‘Protest’ over moral conversa-
tice by posting negative - tion, then the outcome

section.

reviews on Yelp and
spray paint ‘Lion Killer’
on his Florida vacation home. Almost
400,000 people then sign a petition in
one day on Change.org demanding
that Delta Air Lines change their pol-
icy of transporting trophy kills. Delta
does so and other airlines follow. And
then hunters who contribute to Zim-
babwe’s tourism industry protest the
protest, claiming that they were being
discriminated against.”

That we are becoming more moral-
ly aroused “is generally a good thing,”
argued Seidman. Institutionalized rac-
ism in police departments, or in col-
lege fraternities, is real and had been
tolerated for way too long. That it’s
being called out is a sign of a society’s
health “and re-engagement.”

But when moral arousal manifests
as moral outrage, he added, “it can
either inspire or repress a serious con-
versation or the truth.” There is surely
a connection between the explosion

is likely going to be
acquiescence, not in-
spired solutions,” Seidman added. It
can also feed the current epidemic of
inauthentic apologies, “since apolo-
gies extracted under pressure are like
telling a child, "Just say you’re sorry,’
to move past the issue without ever
making amends.”

With all of this moral arousal, it’s
as if “we’re living in a never-ending
storm,” he said. Alas, though, resolv-
ing moral disputes “requires perspec-
tive, fuller context and the ability to
make meaningful distinctions.”

That requires leaders with the cour-
age and empathy “to inspire people to
pause to reflect, so that instead of re-
acting by yelling in 140 characters they
can channel all this moral outrage into
deep and honest conversations.” If we
can do that — a big if — Seidman con-
cluded, “we can be truly great again
because we’ll be back on our journey
towards a more perfect union.”

brutalism of Ted Cruz

by what you might call pa-
gan brutalism. There is not
a hint of compassion, gen-
tleness and mercy. Instead,
his speeches are marked by
a long list of enemies, and
vows to crush, shred, de-
stroy, bomb them. When he
is speaking in a church the
contrast between the setting
and the emotional tone he
sets 1s jarring.

Cruz lays down an at-
mosphere of apocalyptic fear. America
is heading off “the cliff to oblivion.”
After one Democratic debate he said,
“We're seeing our freedoms taken
away every day, and last night was an
audition for who would wear the jack-
boot most vigorously.”

As Republican strategist Curt An-
derson observed in Politico, there’s no
variation in Cruz’s rhetorical tone. As
is the wont of inauthentic speakers,
everything is described as a maximum
existential threat.

The fact is this apocalyptic diagno-
sis is ridiculous. The Obama adminis-
tration has done things people like me

strongly disagree with.

among evangelical vot- y/ But America is in better
ers, especially in lowa. cruz S economic shape than
But in his career and speeches any other major nation
pubhc presentation Cru? are ZIL ear.th. Crime is gown.
1S a stranger to most o ortion rates are down.
what would generally be k Fourteen million new
considered the Christian marked jobs have been created in
ey e by what MOt
’s behavior in th I has champi
ey coe o s e, Y@M IIGIE O e
dictionary definition of call pagan hasn’t made the coun-
pharisaism: an overzeal- b Ii try unrecognizable. In
ous application of the rutalism. 2008, federal spending

letter of the law in a way
that violates the spirit of the law, as
well as fairness and mercy.
Traditionally, candidates who have
attracted strong evangelical support
have in part emphasized the need to
lend a helping hand to the econom-
ically stressed and the least fortunate
among us. Such candidates include
George W. Bush, Mike Huckabee and
Rick Santorum.
But Cruz’s speeches are marked

accounted for about 20.3
percent of gross domestic product. In
2015, it accounted for about 20.9 per-
cent.

But Cruz manufactures an atmo-
sphere of menace in which there is
no room for compassion, for moder-
ation, for anything but dismantling
and counterattack. And that is what
he offers. Cruz’s programmatic agen-
da, to the extent that it exists in his
speeches, is to destroy things: destroy

David
Brooks

the IRS, crush the “jackals”
of the EPA, end funding
for Planned Parenthood,
reverse Obama’s executive
orders, make the desert
glow in Syria, destroy the
Iran nuclear accord.

Some of these positions
I agree with, but the lack
of any positive emphasis,
any hint of reform con-
servatism, any aid for the
working class, or even any
humane gesture toward cooperation is
striking.

Cruz didn’t come up with this hard,
combative and gladiatorial campaign
approach in isolation. He’s always
demonstrated a tendency to bend his
position — whether immigration or
trade — to what suits him political-
ly. This approach works because in
the wake of the Obergefell v. Hodges
court decision on same-sex marriage,
many evangelicals feel they are being
turned into pariahs in their own nation.

Cruz exploits and exaggerates that
fear. But he reacts to Obergefell in
exactly the alienating and combative
manner that is destined to further mar-
ginalize evangelicals, that is guaran-
teed to bring out fear-driven reactions
and not the movement’s highest ideals.

The best conservatism balances
support for free markets with a Ju-
deo-Christian spirit of charity, com-
passion and solidarity. Cruz replaces
this spirit with spartan belligerence.
He sows bitterness, influences his fol-
lowers to lose all sense of proportion
and teaches them to answer hate with
hate. This Trump-Cruz conservatism
looks more like tribal, blood and soil
European conservatism than the plu-
ralistic American kind.

Evangelicals and other conserva-
tives have had their best influence on
American politics when they have
proceeded in a spirit of personalism
— when they have answered hostil-
ity with service and emphasized the
infinite dignity of each person. They
have won elections as happy and hope-
ful warriors. Cruz’s brutal, fear-driven,
apocalypse-based approach is the an-
tithesis of that.



