
8A THE DAILY ASTORIAN � FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2016

Wet history
The situation is familiar to 

several property owners on the 
low lyin  oo  plain of a out 
25 acres across the highway 
from Youngs River. In June 
2  a ti e gate on the e isting 
36-inch culvert fell off, allow-
ing water from the river to ow 
onto the reclaime  wetlan , 
where resi ents ha  plante  
trees, farme  an  ran cattle.

I lost 235 trees,  sai  urtis 
Rutherfor , who has live  at the 
property for more than 20 years.

Gary Petteys, another prop-
erty owner, sai  he lost 35 
lac  walnut trees, value  at 

thousan s of ollars apiece. 
haree Par er sai  she has ha  

to san ag aroun  her house. 
Jim ei es sai  emergency ve-
hicles can have trou le at high 
ti e getting up to the 2 or so 
homes along r way ane.

The property owners all 
agree  that, without a ti e 
gate to hol  ac  the river, the 
property ne t to the highway 
is useless, an  the new, larger 
culverts will only worsen the 
pro lem. ut the new culverts 
appear to e a moot point, as 
the wor  is moving forwar  to 
reopen the highway y the en  
of ne t wee , the epartment 
of Transportation’s highest pri-
ority.

Transportation of cials 
sai  they are trying to reopen 
the highway as e pe iently as 
possi le, while wor ing within 
the legal re uirements for sh 
passage ating to the mi - th 
century ut only more recently 
enforce .

orissa n erson- orvath, 
a regional environmental coor-
inator with the epartment of 

Transportation, sai  there are 
three sh- earing cree s run-
ning through the property total-
ing  feet in wi th. The state 

epartment of ish an  il -
life requires at least that much 
wi th in sh passage through 
the i e, she sai , an  the a-
tional arine isheries ervice 
e pects 50 percent as much.

“The regulators that reg-

ulate this stuff, they ent the 
rules a little it in your favor, 
an  allowe  us to install two 
6-foot culverts there, a little it 
less than they usually require,” 

iller sai  to the property own-
ers.

The reasoning ehin  the 
larger culverts i  little to allay 
the concerns of neigh ors who 

say their property an  rights are 
eing ta en away.

Can we get a tide gate?
“ hat I’m trying to get to 

to ay is, whether you li e it 
or not, is there a practical t 
that we can employ?” Johnson 
as e .

Johnson, - cappoose, sai  

a government uyout  li e 
some property owners want 

 is not li ely. ut the state 
senator an  others reache  a 
consensus that sh-frien ly ti e 
gates attache  to the two new 
culverts woul   the pro lem.

ar  uf ngton, irec-
tor of the local epartment of 
Transportation region, sai  the 

agency is willing to wor  with 
property owners after the cul-
verts are installe  an  the high-
way is reopene .

Johnson irecte  the prop-
erty owners to eep visual an  
other recor s of any a itional 
amage to their lan  after the 

culvert is replace , a ing she 
woul  ta e the information 
to her contacts in state gov-
ernment to see whether the 
cost-to- ene t ratio is right for 
the state to mitigate the amage 

to property y installing ti e 
gates.

“Then we have to go for
permits,” Johnson sai , as ing 

n erson- orvath how long 
that might ta e.

The e asperation was au-
i le after n erson- orvath 

sai  the state an  fe eral per-
mitting process for ti e gates 
coul  ta e three to si  months.

ow neigh ors along the 
highway can only wait for the
incoming ti e.

Highway: Permitting process coul  ta e three to si  months
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Courtesy of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

A fish-friendly tide gate cuts off reclaimed wetlands during higher tides, while allowing fish to cross back into tidelands during lower tides.
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Crews pound in sheet piling to isolate the area around a failed culvert on Highway 202. 
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Crews with Axis Crane install a sheet piling wall to iso-

late a failed culvert on Highway 202. Crews from Big Riv-

er Construction Company Inc. will replace the culvert, a 

36-inch pipe, with two new 6-foot pipes. The state Depart-

ment of Transportation hopes to reopen the highway by

the end of next week.

storia gt. hris c eary 
sai  he has alrea y een using 
a o y camera for the past e-
ca e, an  the epartment has 
use  vehicle cameras an  re-
cor ing evices for nearly 30 
years. 

The local epartment has 
not ha  the same issues with 
accounta ility as other law en-
forcement agencies aroun  the 
country. 

“It’s not new. It’s just that 
the egislature has weighe  
in on it an  the pu lic is now 
eman ing police e more 

transparent in their actions,” 
c eary sai . 

quipping storia Police 
of cers with o y cameras has 
the ene t of showing people 
the reality of patrol. 

Johnston points to two e -
amples where vi eo recor ings 
helpe  clear of cers of com-
plaints. In one case, a woman 
claime  an of cer pulle  up to 
her son an  sai  he was going 
to shoot him. nother case in-
volve  someone saying they 
were erate  y an of cer. 

oth cases were resolve  y 
reviewing vi eo footage.

t the same time, Johnston 
sai , he reali es camera foot-
age is still two- imensional 
an  is not always going to il-
lustrate people’s perception of 
an inci ent.  

“  camera is not going to 
solve all of these pro lems 
with perception,” Johnston 
sai . 

Balancing act 
sing o y cameras in-

volves a alancing act etween 
transparency an  privacy.

storia Police, for e am-
ple, ha  an inci ent recently 
where someone was eing 

elligerent in the storia 
quatic enter loc er room. 
a  the situation escalate , 

of cers may have wante  to 
recor  even if people were 

ressing in the ac groun . 
“It’s going to e an every 

call ecision for the of cers,” 
Johnston sai . “Those in  of 
ecisions are going to e things 

of cers are going to have to 
ma e in the el .” 

nce the footage is recor -
e , some police epartments 
have e perience  if culty 
with storage an  honoring pu -
lic-recor s requests. 

In Oregon, the new law 
speci es that requests for is-
closure must i entify appro i-
mate ates an  times, not ays 
or wee s of footage, an  must 
e reasona ly tailore  to mate-

rial in the pu lic interest.
The state law also requires 

that recor ings e retaine  for 
at least 0 ays ut no more 
than 30 months for recor ings 
not relate  to court procee ings 
or ongoing criminal investiga-
tions.

Police must also lur faces 
efore releasing vi eo to the 

pu lic, an e iting requirement 
that coul  nancially ur en 
epartments. 

or storia, Johnston sai , 
atchguar  i eo has software 

that helps streamline the lur-
ring process to limit the ur en 
on of cers. 

A hodgepodge 
ven efore the egislature 

acte  an  police accounta ility 
ecame a national focus, John-

ston sai , he was ma ing plans 
to a  o y cameras. 

or the past two years, 
Johnston has een researching 
prices an  quality of ifferent 
systems. 

In that same time, he e-
scri es the epartment’s vi eo 
use as a ho gepo ge. One of -
cer use  a GoPro, while others 
relie  only on their car vi eos. 

aving all the equipment on 
the same system has een a 
goal.

“ e wante  this for a long 
time,” Johnston sai . 

Starting this month, the 
o y cameras have een slowly 

rolling out to of cers. 
c eary sai  the process 

is in the infancy stage. Of cers 
are still getting a feel for the 
cameras, an  eci ing when to 

turn them off an  when to turn
them on. 

“ e on’t want the pu lic 
to thin  we are trying to hi e 
anything,” c eary sai . “The
whole i ea ehin  this is to e 
transparent.”

Body cameras: evices will show people the reality of patrol
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o yco one, an  metha one 
an  failing to report that he 
move  in with ing. The 

rugs were iscovere  uring 
a search warrant of Ro en 
an  ing’s Seasi e resi ence 

ec. 20, 20 , the ay the 
to ler was foun  ea .

Ro en was in icte  on 5 
charges relate  to the mur er of 

ing’s aughter. e is accuse  
of intentional maiming or tor-
ture of the to ler an  having a 
pattern an  practice of assault. 

The charges carry 
the possi ility of the 
eath penalty. 

Given the poten-
tial for capital pun-
ishment, Ro en’s 
efense lawyers are 

requesting the trial 
e elaye  giving 

them time to investi-
gate “anything in the 
life of the efen ant 
which might mitigate 
against the appropriateness of 
the eath penalty.” 

The efense claims it nee s 

time to interview 
former teachers, 
neigh ors, romantic 
partners an  frien s, 
many of whom live 
on the ast oast. 

In a ition, the 
efense nee s to 

wor  aroun  the 
sche ules of e pert 
witnesses. One e -
pert in particular, 

r. Janice Ophoven, 
is consi ere  the heart of the 
efense’s case. r. Ophoven, a 

pe iatric forensic pathologist, 

will testify that the reporte  
result of torture is in fact a 
angerous esh eating virus 
nown as RS . She will 

claim the to ler li ely ie  
from complications ue to a 
severe methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus infec-
tion, rather than from lunt 
force trauma. 

r. Ophoven is not availa le 
in pril, when the case is set for 
trial. 

The efense will argue for 
a elay at a hearing later this 
month.

Wing: Ro en was in icte  on 5 charges 
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Astoria Police Chief Brad Johnston talks during an inter-

view Thursday.

‘It’s going to be an every 

call decision for the officers. 

Those kind of decisions are 

going to be things officers 

are going to have to make 

in the field.’

Brad Johnston
Astoria police chief

Randy

Roden

Phone and Internet Discounts  
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The Oregon Public Utility Commission designated Centu-
ryLink as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier within its 
service area for universal service purposes. CenturyLink’s 
basic local service rates for residential voice lines are 
$14.48-$16.55 per month and business services are $20.31-
$27.25 per month. Specific rates will be provided upon re-
quest.

CenturyLink participates in a government benefit program 
(Lifeline) to make residential telephone service more afford-
able to eligible low-income individuals and families.  Eligi-
ble customers are those that meet eligibility standards as 
defined by the FCC and state commissions. Residents who 
live on federally recognized Tribal Lands may qualify for 
additional Tribal benefits if they participate in certain addi-
tional federal eligibility programs.  The Lifeline discount is 
available for only one telephone per household, which can 
be either a wireline or wireless telephone.  A household 
is defined for the purposes of the Lifeline program as any 
individual or group of individuals who live together at the 
same address and share income and expenses.  Lifeline 
service is not transferable, and only eligible consumers may 
enroll in the program.  Consumers who willfully make false 
statements in order to obtain Lifeline telephone service can 
be punished by fine or imprisonment and can be barred from 
the program.

Lifeline eligible subscribers may also qualify for reliable 
home high-speed Internet service up to 1.5Mbps for $9.95* 
per month for the first 12 months of service. Please call 
1-800-257-3212 or visit centurylink.com/internetbasics for 
more information.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please call 1-855-
954-6546 or visit centurylink.com/lifeline with questions or 
to request an application for the Lifeline program.

*CenturyLink Internet Basics Program – Residential customers only who qualify 
based on meeting income level or program participation eligibility requirements, and 
requires remaining eligible for the entire offer period. First bill will include charges 
for the \first full month of service billed in advance, prorated charges for service from 
the date of installation to bill date, and one-time charges and fees described above. 
Qualifying customers may keep this program for a maximum of 60 months after ser-
vice activation provided customer still qualifies during that time. Listed High-Speed 
Internet rate of $9.95/mo. applies for first 12 months of service (after which the rate 
reverts to $14.95/mo. for the next 48 months of service), and requires a 12-month 
term agreement. Customer must either lease a modem/router from CenturyLink for 
an additional monthly charge or independently purchase a modem/router, and a one-
time High-Speed Internet activation fee applies. A one-time professional installation 
charge (if selected by customer) and a one-time shipping and handling fee applies to 
customer’s modem/router. General – Services not available everywhere. Have not 
have subscribed to CenturyLink Internet service within the last 90 days and are not a 
current CenturyLink customer. CenturyLink may change or cancel services or substitute 
similar services at its sole discretion without notice. Offer, plans, and stated rates are 
subject to change and may vary by service area. Deposit may be required. Additional 
restrictions apply. Terms and Conditions – All products and services listed are gov-
erned by tariffs, terms of service, or terms and conditions posted at centurylink.com. 
Taxes, Fees, and Surcharges – Applicable taxes, fees, and surcharges include a 
carrier Universal Service charge, carrier cost recovery surcharges, state and local fees 
that vary by area and certain in-state surcharges. Cost recovery fees are not taxes 
or government-required charges for use. Taxes, fees, and surcharges apply based on 
standard monthly, not promotional, rates.


