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Highway: Permitting process could take three to six months
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Wet history

The situation is familiar to
several property owners on the
low-lying flood plain of about
25 acres across the highway
from Youngs River. In June
2003, a tide gate on the existing
36-inch culvert fell off, allow-
ing water from the river to flow
onto the reclaimed wetland,
where residents had planted
trees, farmed and ran cattle.

“T lost 235 trees,” said Curtis
Rutherford, who has lived at the
property for more than 20 years.

Gary Petteys, another prop-
erty owner, said he lost 35
black walnut trees, valued at
thousands of dollars apiece.
Sharee Parker said she has had
to sandbag around her house.
Jim Neikes said emergency ve-
hicles can have trouble at high
tide getting up to the 12 or so
homes along Ordway Lane.

The property owners all
agreed that, without a tide
gate to hold back the river, the
property next to the highway
is useless, and the new, larger
culverts will only worsen the
problem. But the new culverts
appear to be a moot point, as
the work is moving forward to
reopen the highway by the end
of next week, the Department
of Transportation’s highest pri-
ority.

Transportation officials
said they are trying to reopen
the highway as expediently as
possible, while working within
the legal requirements for fish
passage dating to the mid-19th
century but only more recently
enforced.

Corissa Anderson-Horvath,
a regional environmental coor-
dinator with the Department of
Transportation, said there are
three fish-bearing creeks run-
ning through the property total-
ing 11 feet in width. The state
Department of Fish and Wild-
life requires at least that much
width in fish passage through
the dike, she said, and the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service
expects 150 percent as much.

“The regulators that reg-
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A fish-friendly tide gate cuts off reclaimed wetlands during higher tides, while allowing fish to cross back into tidelands during lower tides.
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Crews pound in sheet piling to isolate the area around a failed culvert on Highway 202.

ulate this stuff, they bent the
rules a little bit in your favor,
and allowed us to install two
6-foot culverts there, a little bit
less than they usually require,”
Miller said to the property own-
ers.

The reasoning behind the
larger culverts did little to allay
the concerns of neighbors who

say their property and rights are
being taken away.

Can we get a tide gate?
“What I’'m trying to get to
today is, whether you like it
or not, is there a practical fit
that we can employ?”” Johnson
asked.
Johnson, D-Scappoose, said

a government buyout — like
some property owners want
— is not likely. But the state
senator and others reached a
consensus that fish-friendly tide
gates attached to the two new
culverts would fix the problem.

Mark Buffington, direc-
tor of the local Department of
Transportation region, said the
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Crews with Axis Crane install a sheet piling wall to iso-
late a failed culvert on Highway 202. Crews from Big Riv-
er Construction Company Inc. will replace the culvert, a
36-inch pipe, with two new 6-foot pipes. The state Depart-
ment of Transportation hopes to reopen the highway by

the end of next week.

agency is willing to work with
property owners after the cul-
verts are installed and the high-
way is reopened.

Johnson directed the prop-
erty owners to keep visual and
other records of any additional
damage to their land after the
culvert is replaced, adding she
would take the information
to her contacts in state gov-
emnment to see whether the
cost-to-benefit ratio is right for
the state to mitigate the damage

to property by installing tide
gates.

“Then we have to go for
permits,” Johnson said, asking
Anderson-Horvath how long
that might take.

The exasperation was au-
dible after Anderson-Horvath
said the state and federal per-
mitting process for tide gates
could take three to six months.

Now neighbors along the
highway can only wait for the
incoming tide.

Body cameras: Devices will show people the reality of patrol
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Astoria Sgt. Chris McNeary
said he has already been using
a body camera for the past de-
cade, and the department has
used vehicle cameras and re-
cording devices for nearly 30
years.

The local department has
not had the same issues with
accountability as other law en-
forcement agencies around the
country.

“It’s not new. It’s just that
the Legislature has weighed
in on it and the public is now
demanding police be more
transparent in their actions,”
McNeary said.

Equipping Astoria Police
officers with body cameras has
the benefit of showing people
the reality of patrol.

Johnston points to two ex-
amples where video recordings
helped clear officers of com-
plaints. In one case, a woman
claimed an officer pulled up to
her son and said he was going
to shoot him. Another case in-
volved someone saying they
were berated by an officer.
Both cases were resolved by
reviewing video footage.

At the same time, Johnston
said, he realizes camera foot-
age is still two-dimensional
and is not always going to il-
lustrate people’s perception of
an incident.

“A camera is not going to
solve all of these problems
with perception,” Johnston
said.
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Astoria Police Chief Brad Johnston talks during an inter-
view Thursday.

“It's going to be an every
call decision for the officers.
Those kind of decisions are
going to be things officers
are going to have to make
in the field.”

Brad Johnston
Astoria police chief

Balancing act

Using body cameras in-
volves a balancing act between
transparency and privacy.

Astoria Police, for exam-
ple, had an incident recently
where someone was being
belligerent in the Astoria
Aquatic Center locker room.
Had the situation escalated,
officers may have wanted to
record even if people were

dressing in the background.

“It’s going to be an every
call decision for the officers,”
Johnston said. “Those kind of
decisions are going to be things
officers are going to have to
make in the field.”

Once the footage is record-
ed, some police departments
have experienced difficulty
with storage and honoring pub-
lic-records requests.

In Oregon, the new law
specifies that requests for dis-
closure must identify approxi-
mate dates and times, not days
or weeks of footage, and must
be reasonably tailored to mate-
rial in the public interest.

The state law also requires
that recordings be retained for
at least 180 days but no more
than 30 months for recordings
not related to court proceedings
or ongoing criminal investiga-
tions.

Police must also blur faces
before releasing video to the
public, an editing requirement
that could financially burden
departments.

For Astoria, Johnston said,
Watchguard Video has software
that helps streamline the blur-
ring process to limit the burden
on officers.

A hodgepodge

Even before the Legislature
acted and police accountability
became a national focus, John-
ston said, he was making plans
to add body cameras.

For the past two years,
Johnston has been researching
prices and quality of different
systems.

In that same time, he de-
scribes the department’s video
use as a hodgepodge. One offi-
cer used a GoPro, while others
relied only on their car videos.
Having all the equipment on
the same system has been a
goal.

“We wanted this for a long
time,” Johnston said.

Wing: Roden was indicted on 15 charges
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oxycodone, and methadone
and failing to report that he
moved in with Wing. The
drugs were discovered during
a search warrant of Roden
and Wing’s Seaside residence
Dec. 20, 2014, the day the
toddler was found dead.
Roden was indicted on 15
charges related to the murder of
Wing’s daughter. He is accused
of intentional maiming or tor-
ture of the toddler and having a
pattern and practice of assault.

The charges carry
the possibility of the
death penalty.

Given the poten-
tial for capital pun-
ishment,  Roden’s
defense lawyers are
requesting the trial
be delayed giving
them time to investi-
gate “anything in the
life of the defendant
which might mitigate

against the appropriateness of

the death penalty.”
The defense claims it needs
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time to interview
former teachers,
neighbors, romantic
partners and friends,
many of whom live
on the East Coast.

In addition, the
defense needs to
work around the
schedules of expert
witnesses. One ex-
pert in particular,
Dr. Janice Ophoven,
is considered the heart of the
defense’s case. Dr. Ophoven, a
pediatric forensic pathologist,

will testify that the reported
result of torture is in fact a
dangerous flesh eating virus
known as MRSA. She will
claim the toddler likely died
from complications due to a
severe  methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus infec-
tion, rather than from blunt
force trauma.

Dr. Ophoven is not available
in April, when the case is set for
trial.

The defense will argue for
a delay at a hearing later this
month.

Starting this month, the
body cameras have been slowly
rolling out to officers.

McNeary said the process
is in the infancy stage. Officers
are still getting a feel for the
cameras, and deciding when to

turn them off and when to turn
them on.

“We don’t want the public
to think we are trying to hide
anything,” McNeary said. “The
whole idea behind this is to be
transparent.”

Phone and Internet Discounts
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The Oregon Public Utility Commission designated Centu-
ryLink as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier within its
service area for universal service purposes. CenturyLink's
basic local service rates for residential voice lines are
$14.48-$16.55 per month and business services are $20.31-
$27.25 per month. Specific rates will be provided upon re-
quest.

CenturyLink participates in a government benefit program
(Lifeline) to make residential telephone service more afford-
able to eligible low-income individuals and families. Eligi-
ble customers are those that meet eligibility standards as
defined by the FCC and state commissions. Residents who
live on federally recognized Tribal Lands may qualify for
additional Tribal benefits if they participate in certain addi-
tional federal eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount is
available for only one telephone per household, which can
be either a wireline or wireless telephone. A household
is defined for the purposes of the Lifeline program as any
individual or group of individuals who live together at the
same address and share income and expenses. Lifeline
service is not transferable, and only eligible consumers may
enroll in the program. Consumers who willfully make false
statements in order to obtain Lifeline telephone service can
be punished by fine or imprisonment and can be barred from
the program.

Lifeline eligible subscribers may also qualify for reliable
home high-speed Internet service up to 1.5Mbps for $9.95*
per month for the first 12 months of service. Please call
1-800-257-3212 or visit centurylink.com/internetbasics for
more information.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please call 1-855-
954-6546 or visit centurylink.com/lifeline with questions or
to request an application for the Lifeline program.

*CenturyLink Internet Basics Program — Residential customers only who qualify
based on meeting income level or program participation eligibility requirements, and
requires remaining eligible for the entire offer period. First bill will include charges
for the \first full month of service billed in advance, prorated charges for service from
the date of installation to bill date, and one-time charges and fees described above.
Qualifying customers may keep this program for a maximum of 60 months after ser-
vice activation provided customer still qualifies during that time. Listed High-Speed
Internet rate of $9.95/mo. applies for first 12 months of service (after which the rate
reverts to $14.95/mo. for the next 48 months of service), and requires a 12-month
term agreement. Customer must either lease a modem/router from CenturyLink for
an additional monthly charge or independently purchase a modem/router, and a one-
time High-Speed Internet activation fee applies. A one-time professional installation
charge (if selected by customer) and a one-time shipping and handling fee applies to
customer's modem/router. General — Services not available everywhere. Have not
have subscribed to CenturyLink Internet service within the last 90 days and are not a
current CenturyLink customer. CenturyLink may change or cancel services or substitute
similar services at its sole discretion without notice. Offer, plans, and stated rates are
subject to change and may vary by service area. Deposit may be required. Additional
restrictions apply. Terms and Conditions — All products and services listed are gov-
emed by tariffs, terms of service, or terms and conditions posted at centurylink.com.
Taxes, Fees, and Surcharges — Applicable taxes, fees, and surcharges include a
carrier Universal Service charge, carrier cost recovery surcharges, state and local fees
that vary by area and certain in-state surcharges. Cost recovery fees are not taxes
or government-required charges for use. Taxes, fees, and surcharges apply based on
standard monthly, not promotional, rates.
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