6A

FEATURES

THE DAILY ASTORIAN » THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2016

Boss bikes over the line

Dear Annie: My pay isn’t great,
but it’s better than minimum wage.
I get no benefits, and my boss re-
fuses to train me for anything more
skilled than what I’'m doing now,
because he needs me for the lowest
position. I ride a bike to work, and
he often has me work at multiple
locations in the area, sending me to
pick up supplies.

Recently, he wanted to borrow
my bike to get to an appointment
and didn’t want to pay for a cab.
I said, “Nobody rides my bike but
me.” He was very insistent, but [
still said no. If he damaged it and
refused to pay, what would I do?

Anyway, he said, “I'm going to
remember this the next time you
need a favor.” I wasn’t aware that
I had ever asked him for a favor.
When I questioned him, he rattled
off the time I left early to see the
doctor because of a job-related in-
jury, and the time he gave me the
day off because I was sick, and I
had to agree to come in the morning
anyway. | wasn’t paid for the sick
day, either. I once asked to attend
a safety seminar, but he wouldn’t
allow it. I told him those “favors”
don’t count, but he was still angry.

Was I selfish not to let this guy
use my bike? He makes more than
three times what I make, and I do
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my job diligently and honestly. —
Feeling Used

Dear Feeling: You were not
wrong. Your boss was out of line
to demand that you loan him your
bike and then vaguely threaten you
when you refused. Sometimes the
best approach in these circumstanc-
es is to express your deep regret
that you are unable to accommo-
date him (“I'm SO sorry that [ can’t
loan you my bike”), adding how
awkward it would be if he acci-
dentally damaged it. He might still
have given you a hard time, but re-
peating a very polite refusal would
likely have limited the threatening
attitude. Nonetheless, your boss
sounds like a difficult person who
is now out to punish you. We’d sug-
gest seeing what other jobs are out
there.

Dear Annie: Your suggestions
to “Noreen in Nebraska” about

checking the photos and flowery
phrases of online suitors were ex-
cellent. I have some other hints to
spot someone too good to be true:

They are overeager. They jump
to respond to your profile within
hours of your first posting it, and
respond to any communication
within minutes.

They claim to live in your town
or nearby, but are “working over-
seas for several months or years.”

Their spelling and grammar are
incorrect for someone who claims
to be native-born, and/or their com-
munication doesn’t make a lot of
sense. It usually means they are
cutting and pasting phrases from
other sources.

They provide a phone number,
but they won’t call you first. Al-
ways verify the location of the area
code before calling.

Most telling: They will never
directly answer any personal ques-
tions. If you ask about their favorite
local restaurant, they’ll hedge.

I'm the voice of experience. I
did meet my significant other on a
dating site, but I had to sift through
a lot of garbage first. — Learned
My Lesson

Dear Learned: Thanks for the
added tips. We hope our readers are
cautious.
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Tomorrow’s horoscope

By Holiday Mathis, Creators Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Your style
will set you apart, even though you are
probably so immersed in it that you don't
even realize what “your style” is. Relax
and know you're effective without trying.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You'll get
your “ahal” moment, but not today. Keep
doing what you're doing. This is about
the grunt work that, unfortunately, must
be handled before the glorious ideas can
drop in.

GEMINI (May 21-dune 21). There’s
quite a lot of information and misinforma-
tion zinging around today and, because of
this, you're better not to weigh in with too
heavy an opinion. Listen and accept what
you hear — no judging.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You feel
like reeling it back some. You're not being
shy, just more in control and in touch with
your inner nature. The natural outcropping
of that is that you will consume and ex-
press less.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). From time to
time we all slip back into the mentality of
a three-year-old fighting over a toy. These
primal instincts are legitimate. Feel the
childish feelings, and then invite your in-
ner adult to keep the behavior in check.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The time to
change the topic is when everyone in the
circle who wants to speak on it has had a
turn. Your mindfulness of this basic com-
mon courtesy will bring you stellar luck.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You're pretty
good at finding the value in another per-
son but sometimes you keep it to yourself.
Today, they need to hear your discovery
echoed back and maybe even broadcast-

ed to a wider circle.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The one
who touches your heart may be unaware
of your feelings, but those quiet and con-
stant actions you take will eventually be-
come something that can't be overlooked.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). If you
know what to expect at every step of the
way, you're no longer on a ride: Youre in a
rut. Get out of that line and go walk around
the park to choose a new adventure.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You're
the king of cool. Your creed: Once you
lose your temper, you've lost, period.
However, sometimes losing is just in the
cards, so don't be too hard on yourself
when the heat rises.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). An in-
troverted group won't give you immediate
feedback, but if you give them time and
ask directly for a response, you'll get a
good one. Stick with the expressive types;
they’ll provide fast help.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). When
you can’t think of the answer, that's ok.
Thinking isn’t always going to come first.
Put your feelers into the ether. Reach for
something else and your mind will softly
follow.

FRIDAY’S BIRTHDAY (Jan. 8). The
spiritual growth spurt starts now. Maybe
it won't be so comfortable, but you'll love
the transformation. At work you’ll sharpen
your skills and start to think bigger. You
may change your answer to some moral,
ethical and social questions based on the
new experiences and influences of the
year. Sagittarius and Leo adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 26, 15, 20, 38 and 41.

I COULDN'T HELP IT,

/ YOUR HONOR-
x)\} “EMEEZZLE"
@) HAS SUCH A

CUTE SOUNDI|

o>

E-mail: ThavesOne@aol.com
©2016 Thaves. Dist. by Universal/Uclick

=
~N

TuVES

HOW'S THAT SHARP NEW CAR
\6 YOURS RUNNING?

S MY ALL-TERRAIN

rved

OF

s Syndicate, Inc. World Rights rese

© 2018 by King Feature;

YEAH, WHAT A GREAT SET

GOOD THING! YOU'RE BETTER
OFF WITHOUT THAT

LS

www Blondie.com

LLOo0O00O
[e XXX}
0000
[eXoNoXe)
[ X=Yo

ocoo
oo o
coo

©2016 Paul Trap/Dist. by Universal Uclick

[ WL T VU W VI N O B
D VO VN W VA W W
[N T WA WO B S

o)
s
(o

O0000O0O0O
Oo0000OQOO
COO0COOO
QCOOO0O0O0O00

PHOEBE AND HER UNICORN

TLu CRARNGE
EVERY DIAPER
FoRr TRE REST oF
TMEYYEAR \F You

SEASONAL DEPRESSION
AGAIN. GRAY SKIES AND

LOSE INTEREST AND
FOCUS IN EVERYTHING,
INCLUDING

IPUAS S2.n134 Bt Aq 910

{ Does this happen

M kind }
you a fot? A of. /]

gocomics.com

But your life seems so
much EASIER than mine!

Nobody stuffs you in
trash cans or hits you
for being bad at sports.

©2016 Dana Simpst

Last week, Y

Children, §

o
x

A<

I'M STARTING TO GET MY ¢ UM, SO ARE YOU
SURE THIS IS THE
BEST TIME FOR
YOU TO BEGIN

EVALUATIONS2

DON'T WORRY. I TEND

TO WRITE “WHATEVER”

MORE THAN “WHY DO
YOU EVEN BOTHER

SHOWING UP HERE2”

EMPLOYEE

Dakota startéd) childrent WHAT A FANTASTIC | WOULPNT You »\2/&
arumerinat | vou can || MORNING TO BE ALIVE! | SAY, MY FINE
e
\ boogers on / miserable. L___T__, FEATHERED
o, o~ FRIENDS ?

~

)
¢ ~
(55

1746

WE'VE BEEN
HERE SINCE
'58. NOW You
GIVE US A
SPEAKING ROLE?

Dist. by Creators

GUYS ?

/S/%

{ Facebook com/BCcormic

T’m not anﬁ-ajinj
Tm anti-detferio m‘hnj!

treate Linug. |\ '3

©Trust m;; Hart uwo John Hart. Al rights reserved
LOLA DILBERT
7 SAMMY BOY, T HEAR I KNOW IT'S eut vouneer \[B E
YOURE DEVELOPING TOUGH AT O AWAYS HOW COME YOU DONT? WHAT ARE THE ODDS || DOES IT MATTER, 3 BUT ASK
AN ATTITUDE. YOUR AGE. .. SHOW RESPECT I GET THE THAT YOU MADE THIS @] AS LONG AS IT GIVES £ T YOURSELF
TO YOUR MOM SENIOR'S COMPLICATED SPREAD— |E ME THE ANSWER I 21 sHouLD IF IT DOES.
AND DAD. EXEMPTION. SHEET WITHOUT ANY |2 WANT? 2 :
g CRITICAL ERRORS? 3 =
g © £
§- g
E § 8
% 5 e
SIX CHIX BIZARRO
i My cigter :
.5 . }
] i like Lucy You ve gl
62 " analogy to

Peanutig.

babyblves, com

=~ 7 Tigst W King Featusres
2 T wicdE o BiZARRO.COM
NON SEQUITUR
o ¢ o 2 ° 0 [ excust me.. nerre ol CAN START
, ve o i IR e
o . Fmgz-;lilee’ OFFENDED! :
’ y 7 WAL, WHAT 2 OR, LOOK., TINE \
0 (:p To LEAE THE
, P COONTRY AN
(o] )
. 0 ;)
T \
mutts.com swww Kingfeatures.com s 2016 PRk poawsil-DiTmTED & i rerecs swoers 1T V« } | a 7 Mgﬁ‘g‘f S&l‘\ﬁiﬁ:’i &ﬂos WLBINKEEDRTHAKAIET OO, (o
BABY BLUES WIZARD OF ID
7 | [NES, MOM.THE KD NOURE STILL GETTING EVEN WITH ME l -
@f) A AApAL ((RIOURE ST CETING BUON W NE AWW, YOU WHOS A Yol FOUND HIS
N LIKE GOOb BOY 7 | TICKLE SPoT
L AL ScRATcHES | WHOS A ik
B C'GGLE GooD ’—\Jjg

ROSE IS ROSE

ip. Dist. by King Fasturcs

©2016 2178 Parners

=

N

)0

ZZ

=

N

SV

7
7

7%

X

7
o

L2542

i

i

7

%

_F

-

7

W\

2,

O

Vet v gone
O

=

N,

A ATy
ONTEL
FENT. §

i

.
.

W
KEBN
NSINCE

NN

w2

\

2

K
0

7

%
7

.

N

7

T

2z

velINe

Yy

S

TO

Distributed by Universal Uclick ® 2016 UFS,Inc.

TIL Be Aple
N TOACCES9

INGENDITE 3,

7777

7
77

.

%

..

\\
N




