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In observance of New 
Year’s Day on Friday, all 
federal, state, county and city 

Astoria, Warrenton, Gearhart, 
Seaside and Cannon Beach 
city halls, are closed. All U.S. 

there is no mail delivery.
Astoria, Jewell, Knappa, 

Warrenton/Hammond, Sea-

and Gearhart schools) and 
Ocean Beach (Wash.) School 
District schools and Clat-

 are 
closed for winter break. 

The Astoria Library, Sea-
side Library, Warrenton Li-
brary and all Timberland 

-

and Naselle, are closed. 

and services are closed.

Seaside, Gearhart and Cannon 
Beach) and the city of War-
renton is not affected by the 

-

-
fer stations are closed for the
holiday.

is closed. The Astoria Aquatic
Center is closed.

The Clatsop County Her-

-

and Lil’ Sprouts are closed.
Fort Clatsop is open from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. The Colum-

is open from 9:30 a.m. to 5

closed.
Sunset Empire Transpor-

tation (“The Bus”) is not run-

are closed, but the newspaper
printed and delivered as usual.

New Year’s Day 
offers regular 
raft of closures

Hands raises 
awareness, funds 

winter months
By KATHERINE 

LACAZE
The Daily Astorian

SEASIDE — As the end of 

-
-

season is not too merry and 

The Seaside-based non-

its third annual Homeless For 

raise awareness and funds to 
support homeless individuals 

winter months.
-

to more than 700 women, 
-

ly need increases in Decem-
ber and January, and conse-

expenses “just about double” 
as it tries to assist everyone, 

with the recent storms across 
-

“Now is the hardest time 
of year for everybody,” Evans 
said. “We always reach out 
for help from our supporters, 

are real.”

‘Feeling lost’
Lisa Chambers, 44, of As-

toria, can relate.
This time last year she was 

several tumultuous, emotional 
-

-

7, and Zar, 8, taken from her 
custody. 

While at the hospital on 
suicide watch, a social work-

said. She knew the answer 
was “no.” In October 2014, 
after a summer of “kind of 

her apartment, she remem-

convenience store in Astoria 
-

ment of Human Services had 
-

could be with her children. 

the options.

Support and 
accountability

Chambers made her way 
down to Seaside on an eve-

shelter, staff member Alicia 

“Alicia took me and just 

kids back,’” Chambers said. 
“From that point on, I knew 
what I had to do. There was 
no question.”

Chambers told herself 

December, she had visitation 

provide a stable environment 
for them and herself.

Christmas last year was 
one of the saddest times for 
her, but it also was a time of 
hope. She had moved into the 

Hands staff and volunteers, 

back,” she said.
Her hard work paid off. On 

Valentine’s Day, Zar was back 
in her care. She still was liv-

the environment provided ex-
tra accountability. Chambers 
was surrounded by nine wom-
en who she knew understood 
her story and cared about her 
but also could report her if she 
slipped up.

That didn’t happen, 

the course, and by June, had 
moved into her own apart-
ment. She believes her suc-

Hands, which she said “is a 

place,” and her motivation to 
be the best version of herself 
for her sons.

In October, she was of-
ferec custody of Kai, who has 
severe autism. However, he is 

with his foster family. Cham-
bers feels it is best to keep 

“It’s not better that he’s 
away from me, but it’s better 

She wants to make sure 
she has a stable environment 
for Kai to return to. She hopes 

with his autism and to provide 

needs.

time,” she said. “I’m not ready 

She has full access to him 
and calls and visits frequently.  

“Life is way better,” she 
said. “I couldn’t have done it 

Countywide housing 
assistance need

Clatsop Community Ac-
tion, which provides services 
and referrals to those in need 

all of its social services, in 
-

-

increased about 600 percent 

families and individuals — 

unsheltered. 
Food distribution also in-

creased by about 50 percent 

than 25 percent of residents 

reported.
Clatsop Community Ac-

-
-

-
ple have some type of income, 

Executive Director Elaine 
Bruce said.

there,” she said.
Clatsop Community Ac-

As for seasonal need, the 
-
-

tober to February and uses

those that qualify.
“In the winter, that’s when

people really need that,”
Bruce said. “We have a lot of
applications that come in.”

She said factors contrib-

recovery from the economic
recession in 2008.

“Those are heavy con-

help,” she said. Sometimes
people are hit by more than
one factor at a time, she add-
ed. “It’s just a complex myri-
ad of problems.” 

Homelessness doesn’t stop for the holidays

Katherine Lacaze/EO Media Group

Lisa Chambers, of Asto-
ria, is enjoying a holiday 
season with her 8-year-old 
son Zar. A year ago, the two 
were separated and Cham-
bers was going through 
Helping Hands’ re-entry 
program. 

The Associated Press

-
mand from craft beer brewers 
led to an 11 percent increase 
in U.S. hop production in 
2015 compared to the previ-
ous year.

The U.S. Department of 
-

ricultural Statistics Service 
says production totaled 78.8 
million pounds.

59.4 million pounds, followed 

pounds and Idaho with 8.7 
million pounds.

Those three states produce 
about a third of the world 
supply. Oil from hop cones is 

increased in all three states 
despite extreme heat early in 
the season and a low winter 

-

-

which have smaller yield, 

-
utive director of Hop Growers 

-
ton Hop Commission, told the 

-

Statistics Service said the pre-
liminary value of the crop is 
$345.4 million, up 33 percent 
from the 2014 crop.

-
ceived record prices because 

-
er-value aroma varieties in 
response to increased demand 
from craft breweries.

Demand for those aroma 
varieties has driven demand 

the industry to continue to ex-
pand production at an equiva-

-

-
tion and acres harvested since 
1944.

-
creased 48 percent in the last 
three years.

European producers had one 

percent compared to last year.
She said production in 

Germany, which produces 
a third of the world crop, is 
down 26 percent.

Hop production on the rise in US
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Welcoming in 
the New Year

OPEN 
News Year’s EVE 

10-5
New Year’s DAY 

12-5
Winter Hours 

an- ar
Sun-Thurs 10-6, 

fri-Sat 10-8
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 H A BIT’S  H A BIT’S 

IMAGINE A COMMUNITY WHERE 
EACH PERSON HAS THE SKILLS    

NEEDED TO SUCCEED 

Your tax-deductible, year-end gift to the 

Clatsop Community College  
Foundation Scholarship Fund 

will help a deserving student succeed. 
 

Mail to: CCC Foundation, 1651 Lexington Ave, Astoria OR 97103 

Donate securely online through PayPal at www.clatsopcc.edu 


