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By RYAN HUME

Holladay
[haleredei]

noun

1. Ben Holladay: (1819-
1887) This Kentucky-bred
firebrand first came to
Oregon in August 1868 and
would become seen as both
one of the state’s biggest
successes and failures of
the era. Having already
made a fortune in the over-
land stagecoach business,
Holladay went all in on the
Willamette Valley railroad
fight of the time and won
big, even as he was accused
of bribing Oregon legisla-
tors. His Oregon & Califor-
nia Railroad dominated the
area, first reaching west
of Portland to Hillsboro
in 1871. All in all, he built
about 240 miles of railroad
in the state, getting as far
south as Roseburg. Holla-
day first visited Seaside in
1870 on a hunting expe-
dition. He constructed an
opulent Italian-style villa
hotel called the Seaside
House in the shade of Tilla-
mook Head near the cove
(on what is now the Seaside
Golf Course) in 1871, well
before Seaside was incorpo-
rated in 1899. An extrava-
gant spender who owned
multiple mansions on both
coasts, Holladay lost his
railroad when he began to
default on debts in 1873. He
died in Portland on July 8,
1887, at the age of 68

2. Holladay Drive: A
2-mile, north-south road-
way in Seaside that begins
at 24th Avenue and closely
follows the east bank of the
Necanicum River to termi-
nate at U.S. Highway 101
just south of Avenue M

Origin:

Holladay is a variant of
holiday, which both arrive
from the Old English, hdlig-
deeg, a compound of hdlig
(HOLY) + dceg (DAY), first
noted in 950. As a surname,
itis Anglo-Saxon and
traces back to the practice
of anointing someone born
on a holy day or festival
with this name. The first
reference to this surname
is attributed to Suein Halid-
aiin 1188, at a time when
the British were acquiring
surnames to pay person-
al taxes to King Henry Il
following the Norman
Conquest.

Holladay Drive in
Seaside, which used to be
known as Seventh Street, is
one of many streets in Ore-
gon that commemorate Ben
Holladay, including streets
in Portland and Corvallis.
Despite its obvious proxim-
ity to the Pacific Ocean, the
city of Seaside apparently

derives its name from Holla-
day’s resort, when the name
of the local post office was
changed in 1873 to Seaside
House.

“On this plunder Holladay came
to the Pacific Coast, bought the line
of ships to Oregon and got into the
Oregon railroad. He was a man of
splendid physique, fine address, and
knew well how to manage the aver-
age human nature. He was energetic,
untiring, unconscionable, unscrupu-
lous, and wholly destitute of fixed
principles of honesty, morality, or
common decency.”

—Joseph Gaston, “The Genesis of the
Oregon Railway System,” The Quarterly of
the Oregon Historical Society, Vol. 7, No. 2,
June 1906, P. 119

“The Farmer confesses that it did
not expect, so soon, to see any con-
tingency arise that would make the
memory of Ben Holladay smell sweet
to the people of Oregon. ”

—The Daily Astorian, Monday, June
19,1876,P.1

Sponsored by:

Clatsop County Historical Society presents
Rockin’

In the New Year.

Elvis! Buddy Holly! Ricky Helson! LIVE!
50s Diner with the World's [Best Burgers & Shakes
by Baked Alaska and Frite & Scoop

50s Sty\e!

Thursday, December 31st
7:00 - Midnight
$100/single OR $700 for table of 8
Masonic Lodge, 1572 Frankiin Ave, Astoria

call: 503-325-2203
unmtux.org

www. newyearseveonthecoast.com

Rain fell. The river rolled
gray. Two freighters decorat-
ed the channel. | sat inside
Coffee Girl, the venerable
coffee joint located at As-
toria’s Pier 39. | drank black
coffee in a white cup with a
saucer. Drinking coffee from
a mug with a saucer seems
civilizing to me, and Coffee
Girl is a very civilizing place
to hang out.

| sipped the coffee and
went to work — reading my
students’ writing. It's my favor-
ite part of being a high school
English teacher. And | especial-
ly love doing it outside of Cof-
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The view from Coffee Girl on Astoria’ Pier 39 is inches from the river.
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Coffee Girl

fee Girl, sitting at a table inches
from the river.

That wasn't possible today,
however: too much rain.

| had given my English
Credit Recovery students the
prompt From the Heart: Write
what’s in your heart this very
moment. | wanted 200-250
words in 20 minutes. They all
delivered.

| read the pieces at Coffee
Girl and annotated them. How
could I not? There is much to
learn from the hearts of teen-
agers. Here are a few of my
favorite lines that made me
think.

+ In the past I've had so
much pride in my apathy. Just
recently | realized the value of
being true to yourself.

+ You can take the most
malicious animal on Earth and
you will find that that animal
is only trying to provide aid for
its survival and is not nearly
as dangerous as a person and
their hidden motives.

« | want people to under-
stand that | am human. | make
mistakes, I'm not perfect and |
don't have to be!

« Something has hap-
pened lately that’s got me
thinking, made me reevalu-
ate my values, and do some-
thing!

« It's good to let things go
because holding grudges isn't
healthy, but repeatedly, we let
them back into our lives ex-
pecting different results each
time, and it's madness.

« | understand: school,
tests and all the stuff like that
are important to me, to prove
my knowledge, but | feel that
those are only pieces of paper,
and videogames are more
than paper.

« The truth is I'm starting
to love life again, and it feels
good inside.

Matt Love is the author/editor of 14
books about Oregon. His books are
available through coastal bookstores or
his web site, nestuccaspitpress.com
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