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he story goes like this: 
Two caspian terns 
show up on Del Rey 
Beach, each holding 
a sh in their right 
orange eaks  The e-

ale tern stands e-
tween them, trying to 
decide which suitor 
to choose

Caught in a pho-
tograph entitled “Taking Terns,” the 
scene needs no caption  t s a uan-
dary as relevant to humans as it is 
to the lack-hooded, white- odied 
irds, waiting patiently or the e-

male to make her move
Michael Wing, who was 16 when 

he shot that photo two years ago, 
happened upon the scene while join-
ing his grand ather, eal Maine, on 
one o  their regular e cursions to 
see what nature o ered in their own 
ackyard

For at least eight years, the two 
have spent several days a week to-
gether, capturing photos that delight, 

surprise and intrigue viewers  Their 
partnership has ecome aci c ight 
mages  Their mission: to show res-

idents and visitors the variety and 
vi rancy o  wildli e that surrounds 
them on the orth Coast

“ hotography is sort o  like lling 
the gas in the nature car,” Maine said  
“ t s the gas, ut the 
end product is having 
people e aware and 
e engaged ”

 retired iology 
teacher who taught 
Seaside High School 
students the wonders 
o  the local landscape 
or 1 years, Maine 

wanted to pass that 
education along to his 
grandson

“  hung out with randpa many 
times, and  saw him do photogra-
phy, and  just decided  would try 
and pick up on that,” Wing said  “  
picked up my rst camera  it was a 
Canon Re el  and  started taking 

pictures o  cups in the sink over ow-
ing with water while the aucet was 
on   was 1  years old ”

retty soon they started hanging 
out together every day while Wing 
was young  ven now, at 1 , Wing, 
who is a ather and who works at 

ektro ull time, tries to catch a ew 
moments with Maine 
out in the “wild ”

“We ve got a 
riendship, a ond  it s 

hard to e plain ut it s 
a wonder ul eeling 
knowing you can have 
your grand ather as 
your est riend, not 
just someone you have 
to visit,” Wing said

For them, the de -
nition o  “ uality 

time” is traipsing through the orest 
 no matter the weather  in search 

o  nesting irds, elk or interesting 
plants  They may hunker down or 
hours near, or even in, a stream, wait-
ing or a salmon to swim in view or 

a wood duck to take ight  n each 
days, there may e irds o  prey or 
whales to capture

“We just go wherever our minds 
wander,” Wing said  “We have a a-
sic area  as ar as Cannon Beach 
south and as ar as the Warrenton- s-
toria area heading north ”

t rst, Wing asked his grand a-
ther to rate his photos rom one to 
1 , with 1  eing the est  t took 

many tries, until he started shoot-
ing eights and nines steadily  Then, 

nally, there was the triumphant 1  
 the photo o  the coho swimming 

upstream  a shot Maine had ound 
elusive   

“ d een working on it or years, 
and then he goes and gets it   wasn t 
mad at him, ut, at the same time, 
that was the picture  was trying to 
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Neil Maine, left, and his grandson, Michael Wing, right, are both avid photographers.
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A salmon swimming upstream garnered young photographer Michael Wing a rating of 10 from his grand-
father, local photographer and biologist Neal Maine, who had been trying to capture the same photo for 
several years.
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Photographer Neal Maine captured a preening 
egret on a local North Coast stream. Maine and his 
grandson, Michael Wing, have a mission to show 
residents and visitors the variety of wildlife offered 
in their own backyard. 
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This shot of a simple icicle is Michael Wing’s “finest 
picture of all,” according to his grandfather, Neal 
Maine.

Local photographer Neal Maine and his grandson, 
Michael Wing, go on a ‘wildlife safari’ every day
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‘That’s another 

thing I learned 

from photography: 

Patience is key. 

And I use it in 

everyday life now.’
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