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‘What is a favorite
Christmas memory?’

“Watching my children sit on
Santa’s lap at Lipman and Wolfe in
Portland. He was a former teacher
of mine when [ was young. [ was
looking at him, and he was looking
at me and my children, and we
were both crying.”

Mary De La Salandra, Astoria

“Unwrapping the stockings Christ-
mas morning with our two kids —

we usually had gag gifis in there.’

s

Rinda Johansen, Astoria

“When I was 10 years old, my mom
and dad got me and my brothers
and sisters a horse. He was a Shet-
land-Morgan cross. My dad came
leading him down the driveway.
From my childhood, that’s the only
Christmas I remember. It outshined
all the rest.”

Kathy Gaskins, Astoria
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In observance of Christ-
mas Day, all federal and
state offices are closed Fri-
day. Clatsop County offices
and Astoria City Hall and
city services close at noon
Thursday, and are closed
Friday. Cannon Beach and
Warrenton city halls and
services are closed Thurs-
day and Friday. Gearhart
and Seaside city halls and
services are closed Friday.
All U.S. post offices are
closed Friday, and there is
no mail delivery.

Astoria, Jewell, Knap-
pa, Warrenton/Hammond,
Seaside (including Can-

OREGON
Tuesday’s Pick 4:
1 p.m.: 6-6-2-0
4 p.m.: 4-7-8-3
7 p.m.: 0-9-9-1
10 p.m.: 1-2-3-2

WASHINGTON
Tuesday’s Daily
Game: 1-4-0

Tuesday’s Keno: 02-
03-04-15-20-21-28-29-31-
32-37-39-42-50-55-60-65-
74-76-78

Tuesday’s Match 4:
02-05-12-23

Tuesday’s Mega Mil-
lions: 11-21-40-50-70,
Mega Ball: 15

Estimated jackpot: $94
million.
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at all times

Battery support ensures
lift mechanism works
for one cycle without

Need a Lift?

Roby's can help.
Lift chairs starting at $599.

Side pocket to keep
remote control handy

OBITUARY
POLICY

The Daily Astorian pub-
lishes paid obituaries. The
obituary can include a small
photo and, for veterans, a
flag symbol at no charge. The
deadline for all obituaries is 10
a.m. the business day prior.

Obituaries may be edited
for spelling, proper punctua-
tion and style. Death notices

non Beach and Gearhart
schools) and Ocean Beach
School District schools and
Clatsop Community Col-
lege are closed for winter
break.

The Astoria Library,
Warrenton Library and all
Timberland libraries in
Washington state, includ-
ing Ilwaco, Ocean Park and
Naselle, are closed Thurs-
day and Friday. The Seaside
Library is closed Friday.

The Port of Astoria offic-
es and services are closed
Thursday and Friday.

Garbage collection
through Recology Western
Oregon (covering Astoria,
Seaside, Gearhart and Can-
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Holiday closures start Thursday

non Beach) and the city of
Warrenton with a normal
service day of Friday will
receive service Saturday.
Peninsula Sanitation (cov-
ering the Long Beach Pen-
insula) customers whose
regular service day is Fri-
day will have their gar-
bage picked up Thursday.
Recology Western Oregon
and Peninsula Sanitation’s
transfer stations are closed
Friday.

The Sunset Pool in Sea-
side is closed Friday. The
Astoria  Aquatic  Center
is open from 5 to 11 a.m.
Thursday and closed Friday.

The Clatsop County Her-
itage Museum, Oregon Film

Museum, Flavel House and
Carriage House are closed
Thursday and Friday. The
Uppertown Firefighters’
Museum is closed for the
winter. Capt. Gray’s Port
of Play and Lil” Sprouts are
closed Thursday and Friday.
Fort Clatsop and the Co-
lumbia River Maritime Mu-
seum are closed Friday. The
Seaside Museum is closed
Thursday and Friday.

Sunset Empire Transpor-
tation (“The Bus™) is not
running Friday.

The Daily Astorian offic-
es are closed at noon Thurs-
day and all day Friday.
There is no Friday newspa-
per.

Learn to help others stay warm

The Daily Astorian

The Astoria Warming Cen-
ter in the First United Meth-
odist Church, 1076 Franklin
Ave., is holding a volunteer
training from 1:30 to 3 p.m.

Sunday. The Warming Cen-
ter is in the lower level of
the church. Enter through
the double doors on the 11th
Street side of the building.
The public is invited to
come find out more about the

Warming Center and the vol-
unteer opportunities. Attend-
ing a training does not commit
anyone to volunteering.

For information, write to
drewherzig@yahoo.com  or
call 503-325-1895.

‘Of Orcas and Men’ author shares
lessons of ‘remarkable creatures’

Awe-nspiring
creatures are
threatened

By KATHERINE LACAZE
EO Media Group

SEASIDE — Seattle-based
investigative journalist and author
David Neiwert knows a lot about
orcas, or killer whales, some of
which he shared during a presen-
tation on his recently published
book, “Of Orcas and Men: What
Killer Whales Can Teach Us,” at
the Seaside Public Library.

More than two dozen audi-
ence members left the presenta-
tion Thursday having learned a
thing or two about the carniv-
orous mammals, as well. They
learned the scientific name
Orcinus orca reflects Western
civilization’s early fear of the
whales, as the Latin roughly
translates into killer or messen-
ger from hell. They also learned
orcas are successful predators
in the waters they roam and
have complex social structures.

Neiwert, the author of sev-
eral books and a contributing
writer for the Southern Poverty
Law Center, is a longtime nature
enthusiast. “Of Orcas and Men”
combined scientific research,
cultural history and environ-
mental reporting to explore one
of the earth’s most elusive and
remarkable creatures.

“These creatures inspire
awe, even when you see them
in captivity, behind the glass
and concrete tank,” Neiwert
said. “They’re still so large and
so beautiful and so intelligent
that they have a real presence
about them.”

Smart and sensitive

Orcas inhabit every ocean
on the planet and are the apex
predator in those environments,
Neiwert said. Their success is
aided by their social structures
and enormous size — adult
male orcas grow to be about 32
feet long and weigh between
12,000 and 14,000 pounds and
adult female orcas grow to be
about 24 feet long and 8,000
pounds. Orcas originally were
grouped into one species, but
scientists since have learned
they are part of a species com-
plex, comprised of different
ecotypes. Some scientists be-
lieve the cultural and genetic
differences between the eco-
types are so pronounced they

On the record

DUII arrest

e At 10:50 p.m. Friday,
Oregon State Police arrested

Katherine Lacaze/EO Media Group

Seattle-based author and investigative journalist David
Neiwert gives a presentation on orcas at the Seaside
Public Library Thursday. He shared information from his
recently published book, “Of Orcas and Men: What Kill-
er Whales Can Teach Us,” about the history of orcas and
their relationship to various cultures throughout history.

are fundamentally different
species.

In the Pacific Northwest,
there are three different types of
orcas: the southern orcas who
reside along the entire West
Coast; Bigg’s, or transient, or-
cas; and offshore orcas. There
are multiple other populations
elsewhere across the world.

Orcas are very empathetic
and intelligent, Neiwert said.
They have a capacity for echolo-
cation that is akin to a sixth sense.

“We’re just starting to delve
into how deep and complex this
sense is,” Neiwert said.

Their societies are complex
and matriarchal. The mammals
have a unique sense of self,
different from what land mam-
mals experience, he said.

“We tend to experience
things as individuals,” Neiw-
ert said. “Their sense of self is
really bound up in each other.
This is why their pods are so
important, so critical to their
social lives. They remain with
their families their entire lives.”

A changing perception

The human relationship to
orcas has varied throughout
time and cultures. Some coastal
indigenous cultures respected
the orcas as their ancestors and
creatures of great spiritual and
physical power. The Greeks
saw orcas as terrifying and de-
monic messengers of hell, the
antithesis of angelic and sacred
dolphins — although orcas
are part of the oceanic dolphin
family. By the 20th century, it
was not unusual for people in
the Pacific Northwest to shoot
orcas, Neiwert said. The movie
“Orca,” produced by Dino De

Jonathan Michael Johnston,
36, Seaside, for driving under
the influence of intoxicants at
U.S. Highway 101 and Ave-

Laurentiis, shows how little the
general public knew about the
mammals, even into the 1970s.

Many people interact only
with orcas in captivity, which is
“nothing like seeing the animal
in its real element,” said Neiw-
ert, who has spent a lot of time
observing and researching the
orcas in the Pacific Northwest.

The initial captivity of or-
cas, such as Namu, one of the
first killer whales to be put in an
aquarium in the 1960s, helped
change the public perception of
the mammals. Many people be-
came enamored with them, per-
ceiving them as sort of aquatic
panda bears, Neiwert said. For
the orcas, however, putting them
in SeaWorld theme parks, the
Miami Seaquarium and other
marine parks is detrimental be-
cause of their size, intelligence
and complex social structure.
Their life spans on average are
significantly shorter; they exhib-
it signs of frustration, grinding
their teeth or, on rare occasions,
harming humans in their tanks,
Neiwert said.

Some people in the cap-
tive-orca industry disagree the
environment negatively affects
the mammals. They claim they
are educating children about or-
cas. However, the presentations
give limited information about
the whales themselves, Neiwert
said.

“What they’re actually sell-
ing is this spectacle: the specta-
cle of humans seemingly con-
trolling these large and amazing
animals,” he said. “But all the
trainers I’ve ever talked to, that
have left SeaWorld, will tell
you it’s purely an illusion. The
orcas are very much in charge.”

nue A in Seaside. Johnston’s
blood alcohol was measured
at 0.14 percent, according to
police.

electricity.

Available in a wide
selection of fabrics
and special-order
fabrics

ZERO GRAVITY device
that supports legs,
back, and neck
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and upcoming services will
be published at no charge.
Notices must be submitted by
9 a.m. the day of publication.

Obituaries and notices
may be submitted online at
www.dailyastorian.com/forms/
obits, by email at ewilson@
dailyastorian.com, placed via
the funeral home or in person
at The Daily Astorian office,
949 Exchange St. in Astoria.
For more information, call
503-325-3211, ext. 257.

OR 97103-0210
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