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tables, while also picking each 
other’s brains.

“As an adult, you work 
with people in your job,” said 

th grader owan eard about 
why students need to learn how 
to work in teams.

The students might not under
stand the intrica
cies o  the edu
cational models 
being tested on 
them, but sever
al agreed on the 
emphasis teach
ers are putting 
on working in 
groups.

“It’s really 
bene cial or 
the class as a 
whole, as ar as 
making students 
accountable or 
being articulate, 
and sharing their 
opinions and 
backing it up 
with evidence,” 
Jacobi said. “All 
students need to 
know how to do that.”

Third grade teacher ona 
oss, another o  the teachers at 

Lewis and Clark with English 
learners, said the push in model 
can be adjusted to help any stu
dent and ts well with the new, 
tougher Common Core State 
Standards students must reach.

“Common Core is lled with 
vocabulary that even your native 
speaker is not aware o ,” oss 
said. “It’s all content vocabulary. 
We’re trying to unpack that vo
cabulary.”

Jacobi added the new educa
tional model will also help her stu
dents prepare or the new Smarter 
Balanced assessments, which 
instead o  rote memori ation asks 
her students to take a stand and 
back it up with evidence.

A work in progress
Jacobi, oss and other  

instructors in the 
coalition took a 
crash course last 
summer in the 
method. They 
visited other dis
tricts in the Port
land metro area 
to see the model 
in action. Then 
they met in As
toria, to incorpo
rate the program 
into grade level 
curriculum while 
meeting Com
mon Core’s re
quirements.

The ocus o  
the push in mod
el is in the lower 
grades, which 
have the most 

English learners. The district em
ploys language specialists like 
Bigby at Lewis and Clark and 
Lori artill at Astor.

Bigby said English learners 
o ten come into school with air
ly uent conversational skills, but 
lacking academic vocabulary.

“When they’re in the class
room, they have other, more 
pro cient speakers around 
them; they’re hearing that,” 
Bigby said. “The groupings 
should be really heterogeneous 
like that. You should have all 

academic levels in one group.”
By starting the push in model 

early, teachers are hoping to, over 
time, lower the achievement gap 
between minorities and the gen
eral student population, both a 
district and a board goal.

The goal or individual stu
dents is to have them test out o  
being designated English learn
ers. The end result is students 
like scar Jimene , another 

th grader in Jacobi’s class who 
is almost ready to leave his En
glish learner designation behind.

“I think they’re eeling sa er 
and more supported,” Bigby said 
o  the students. “They want to be 
a part o  things, and they want 
to show they can do the same 
things. I think that’s the biggest 
leap orward, is that those sup
ports are now in the same class
room.”

English: I think they’re eeling sa er and more supported’
Continued from Page 1A
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Posters decorate the classroom walls to provide students with references and help with sentence structure while they write.
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Mona Foss, a third-grade teacher, is one of four faculty 

members at Lewis and Clark Elementary School who have 

English Language Learner students in their classrooms.

Edward Stratton/The Daily Astorian

Stefanye Rivera, left, and Ana Holen create a Venn dia-

gram using aspects of the old and new Astoria in Mona 

Foss’ third-grade classroom Tuesday.

‘Common 
Core is 

filled with 
vocabulary 
that even 

your 
native 

speaker is 
not aware 

of.’
Mona Foss

third-grade teacher
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HOME DELIVERY! Your Daily
Astorian should arrive by 5:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. If it does
not, please call us at 503-325-3211
or 1-800-781-3211.

$200 SIGN ON BONUS! 
Now Hiring! 

Full-Time and Part-Time
Caregivers and Medication Aides

NOC, EVE or DAY shift available!

Competitive pay! 

Join the Avamere Team!

Suzanne Elise Assisted Living 
101 Forest Dr, Seaside, OR 97138

503-738-0307

Please apply online at
www.avamere.com

or in person at facility

70 HELP WANTED

Occasionally other companies
make telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These companies
are not affiliated with The Daily
Astorian and customers are under
no obligation to participate.

If you would like to contact the
attorney general or be put on the
do not call list, here are the links
to both of them

Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

finfraud/

45 PUBLIC NOTICES

Please help this handsome boy find
his way home! Found Saturday in

downtown Seaside by Norma's and
Catholic Church. Friendly neutered

male. Call Jan Arnold 503-440-
0886 if you know anything about

him.

FOUND MAINE COON CAT
Affectionate, spayed young female.

Appeared in neighborhood of 16th
and Seaside Pet Clinic 11/20/15.

Will need home if not claimed.
Lovely kitty! Call Jan Arnold 503-

440-0886

35 LOST & FOUND

Rogue Christmas/New Years 
Garage Sale

December 23rd to January 3rd
11am daily!

100 39th Street, #601

NEW TODAY

Start the new year,
with a new career!

Join the Lumʼs Team!

•Express Lube Tech
•Service Advisor

•Sales Associates

Seeking great customer service
skills and awesome attitude!

Valid driverʼs license required.
Proudly a drug free workplace.
Apply at 1605 SE Ensign Lane,

Warrenton, OR

Join the Oregon Youth Authority
team as an

Institution Registered Nurse.
Go to www.GovernmentJobs.com

and search the Oregon Youth
Authority for more information and

to apply.
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