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SEASIDE —  Community
members, business leaders and
co-workers at The Daily Astorian
mourn the sudden loss of Wen-
dy Richardson. Richardson was
a longtime South County advo-
cate and had been an advertising
representative for The Daily As-
torian and Seaside Signal since
2007.

Richardson suffered an aneu-
rysm Sunday afternoon. She was
flown via Life Flight Network
to Portland and was removed
from life support Sunday night
at 8:05 p.m., according to fam-
ily members, and died Monday
afternoon.

“It is immensely sad this morn-
ing to report that Wendy Richard-
son died this weekend,” EO Media
Group Publisher Steve Forrester
said Monday. “Wendy was wide-
ly admired and loved in Seaside,
and she was well known in Can-
non Beach, where she owned a

business years
ago.”

Richard-
son, 56, was
married to Al
Richardson
for 25 years.
They recent-
ly moved to
Warrenton af-
ter many years
in Gearhart.

Wendy
Shannon was born March 26,
1959, in Puerto Rico where her
father served in the U.S. Coast
Guard. During her father’s three
Clatsop County tours, she attend-
ed school here and graduated from
Astoria High School in 1977, and
attended the Art Institute of Port-
land, formerly the Bassist Insti-
tute.

Richardson and her moth-
er, Dorie Shannon, opened ’Tis
the Season, a year-round Christ-

Richardson

mas store in Cannon Beach. The
store offered holiday items and
collectibles, as well as cards
and lights. The store closed in
2004.

She was hired as the sales con-
sultant for South County for the
Daily Astorian in October 2007.

“One of the pleasures of Tues-
day mornings was greeting Wen-
dy as she walked past my office
to join our sales meeting,” For-
rester said. “Her warm person-
ality and keen insights into Sea-
side and Cannon Beach were
a constant ingredient of those
meetings.”

“Wendy was a stable and trust-
ed sales consultant for her adver-
tisers for almost nine years,” said
Daily Astorian’s Advertising Di-
rector Betty Smith. “Wendy was
a huge asset to this company and
she worked tirelessly as our am-
bassador. She took a leadership
role in the Seaside office when we
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Community mourns loss of Wendy Richardson

acquired the Signal and (Cannon
Beach) Gazette. She will be great-
ly missed.”

“She was selfless and a dedi-
cated volunteer, but her greatest
joys were her three children, Alex,
Andi and Nick,” said Gretchen
Darnell, a longtime friend and
the director of sales for the Sea-
side Civic and Convention Center.
“Above all, she loved her family,
her children and her husband. Al.
She will be sorely missed.

She had the kindest heart. She
was so full of life and fun to be
around.”

“I always found her to be a ray
of sunshine and smiles and very
good at all she did,” Daily Astori-
an Managing Editor Laura Sellers
said. “Our thoughts are with her
family and friends.”

“Wendy immediately made me
feel welcome in the community,”
Seaside Signal Editor R.J. Marx
said. “I especially appreciated her

irreverent sense of humor. She
knew everyone and had an under-
standing of what makes Seaside
tick.”

Former Signal and Gazette edi-
tor, Nancy McCarthy said, “Many
times, when I needed to know
whom to contact about a story I
was covering, I would ask Wen-
dy because she seemed to know
everyone along our stretch of the
North Coast. Wendy was the con-
summate friend and community
volunteer. ... She will be greatly
missed.

Along with husband Al and her
three children, Wendy is survived
by two stepdaughters, Tiffany
Hunt and Gretchen Teevin.

“She was a fabulous, giving
person to everyone she knew,”
Seaside business owner Jeff Ter
Har said. “It’s a big loss to the
community.”

Funeral arrangements will be
announced later this week.

Razor clamming reopens on county beaches

Take heart: Somewhat drier, much

The Daily Astorian

Razor clam harvesting
along Clatsop County beach-
es from the Columbia River
to Tillamook Head south of
Seaside are open, the Ore-
gon Department of Agricul-
ture and the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
announced today. Samples
taken from the area indicate
levels of domoic acid have
remained below the alert lev-
el for the second consecutive
sampling period.

Razor clam harvesting
remains closed because of
elevated domoic acid levels
from Tillamook Head south
to the California border.

Meanwhile, mussel har-
vesting has been reopened
from the Yachats River on
the central Oregon Coast
to the California border as
domoic acid levels have
dropped below the alert lev-
el. This means the entire Or-
egon Coast is now open to all
mussel harvesting.

Despite the recent clo-

sure, shellfish products
sold in retail markets and
restaurants are safe for
consumers.

The agriculture depart-
ment will continue to test for
shellfish toxins weekly, as
tides permit. Reopening of
an area requires two consec-
utive tests in the safe range.

For more information,
call ODA’s shellfish safety
information hotline at 800-
448-2474 or visit the shell-
fish closures web page at
http://1.usa.gov/1L4JyVm

ACCUWEATHER° FORECAST FOR ASTORIA

Astoria 5-Day Forecast Oregon Weather
- M ™ W
Shown is -~
tomorrow’s Q@ Pendleton
- weather. Portland@. 32/43
Temperatures 39/46 .
are tonight's ..\ Q38147 o N
Windy with period B 3 s
e | oweans HERE o e NS
OMOrrow’s i @ 39/46
. Corvallis .
N highs 37146 Q. @aend 1. RSzt o
Eugene ~ 27185 —
38/46 o W iy’
Wednesday Thursday B Burns
" A — Qo5
- ~ 4 " Medford ok
L i -2\ o
e . AN 37/43
| —_ Q Klamath Falls —
—— ‘26/34 F%
Cloudy with a

Breezy with
periods of rain

shower

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2015

warmer than average after Jan. 1

Columbia Basin Bulletin

NOAA’s Climate Predic-
tion Center last week issued
a three-month outlook for El
Niflo weather pattern influ-
ences, showing well above
average temperatures and be-
low-average precipitation for
the Pacific Northwest through
March 2016.

So despite recent heavy
rain and snowfall in the Co-
lumbia Basin, the outlook
indicates a weather trend sim-
ilar to last year: rapid snow-
melt and runoff, along with
warmer than normal and dry
weather in the early months of
the year.

El Nifio is a pattern of high-
er-than-normal  temperatures
in the equatorial Pacific Ocean
that is a re-occurring natural
phenomenon with influences
on local weather across North
America and beyond.

“People the world over are
feeling, or soon will feel, the
effects of the strongest El Nifio
event since 1997-98, currently
unfolding in the eastern equa-
torial Pacific Ocean,” states a
press release issued this week
by NASA. “New satellite ob-
servations are beginning to
show scientists its impact on
the distribution of rain, tropo-
spheric ozone and wildfires
around the globe.”

That was a message present-
ed last week at the American
Geophysical Union meeting in
San Francisco. The presentation
included an observation that
“atmospheric rivers” tend to
intensify during strong El Nifio
events, likely bringing more
precipitation to drought-strick-
en California.

However, the NOAA Cli-
mate  Prediction  Center’s
three-month forecast, based
on expected El Niflo influenc-
es, forecasts drier and warm-
er-than-normal weather for the
Pacific Northwest. That has
been the consistent message
from NOAA for the last few
months.

Jan. 10, 1943 — Dec. 4, 2015

Terry William Swigart “SWAG” of Can-
non Beach, Oregon, died peacefully at his
home on Dec. 4, 2015, at the age of 72. Terry
was born on Jan. 10, 1943, in Portland, Ore-

OBITUARIES
Terry William Swigart

Cannon Beach
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time with his many friends. Terry was strong
and daring, yet gentle and kind. He loved his
family and friends. He had an adventurous
soul and loved traveling, deep-sea fishing
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The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business
day prior.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and
upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the
day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/forms/obits,
by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The
Daily Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-
3211, ext. 257.
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