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Poyer is tied for seventh in tackles for the Browns, with an interception and a fumble recovery.

Poyer: He 1s a mainstay on special teams

Continued from Page 1A

First game back in
Northwest

In addition to it being
Poyer’s first game as an NFL
player in his home territory
(he’s getting lots of ticket re-
quests), it will be the first vis-
it to Seattle for the Browns
since 2003. The Browns are
3-7 in Seattle since their first
visit to the Emerald City in
1977.

“I'm pretty pumped up
about it,” Poyer said about
the game, before the season
even started. “Just being
back in the Northwest and
to be able to play in front of
fans that I grew up playing in
front of.”

The Browns are looking
for a positive finish to a sea-
son that quickly turned sour,
with key injuries on both
sides of the ball.

On the other hand, it’s been
a better year for Poyer, who
ended up starting a few games
because of those injuries.

He is listed as sec-
ond-string free safety on the
depth chart, behind Tashaun
Gipson.

Last summer at his annu-
al football camp in Astoria,
Poyer had predicted: “This
next year is going to be a big
year for me.”

In 2014, “I didn’t accom-
plish a lot of things that I
wanted to ... it was not the
season | wanted to have. At
the same time it helped me
get ready for this (2015 sea-
son).”

A breakthrough season

And this season has in-
deed been a breakthrough.

Through 13 games, Poy-
er is tied for seventh on the
team in tackles with 37,
second-most among current
non-starters for the Browns.

On Oct. 11, he made five
tackles and assisted on three
more to earn the game ball in
a 33-30 win at Baltimore.

Poyer made his first start
on defense the next week in a
loss to Denver. In his second
start, Oct. 25 at St. Louis, he
had 11 combined tackles with
a fumble recovery.

Poyer missed the next two
games with a shoulder injury,
then returned for the Nov. 15
game at Pittsburgh, where
he picked off Steelers’ quar-
terback Ben Roethlisberger
deep in Pittsburgh territory.

ClevelandBrowns.com

Poyer: ‘Marked on my calendar’

Jordan Poyer of the Cleveland Browns
spoke to The Daily Astorian’s Gary Hen-
ley this morning about the game Sunday
against the Seattle Seahawks.

On his return to the Pacific North-

west:

“It’s one of those things that’s been
marked on my calendar. I'm excited to go
play in front of family and friends. I know
it’s not ‘home’ home, but at the same time,

it’s close enough.”

Team more excited after last week’s

win?

“Any time you get a win, the locker
room is always more excited. But at the
same time, we know we have to get ready

to go work this week.

“(The seven-game losing streak) was
definitely hard at times, but we just have to

Poyer’s Sept. 20 inter-
ception off Tennessee quar-
terback Marcus Mariota was
wiped out by a defensive
penalty, but the one thrown
by Roethlisberger counted as
Poyer’s first career NFL pick.
The Browns, however, lost to
the Steelers, 30-9.

That was the fifth loss
in a string of seven straight
defeats, until the Browns
knocked off San Francisco
last week, 24-10.

After Seattle, the Browns
have two games remaining —
at Kansas City, then at home
against the Steelers Jan. 3.

With their post-season
hopes dashed, Cleveland can
at least play the spoiler role
for three teams that will all
likely be in the playoffs.

The Seahawks will finish
second in the NFC West; the
Chiefs are headed for second
in the AFC West; and the

game.”

Injuries a factor?

stick together and keep getting better every

“We’ve been banged up all season, all

around the board, really. But it’s always

‘next man up.” That’s how you have to look

at it.”

Playing the ‘spoiler role’:
“We just got done talking about that. All
these teams that we’re about to play, Seattle

specifically, are looking for a playoff spot.”

ly?

How has your season been, personal-

“For being my third season and being in
the situation that I’m in, I feel like I’ve done
well. There’s a lot to improve on, and I’'m

excited to get to work this offseason, work

Steelers are two games be-
hind Cincinnati in the AFC
North, but quickly gaining on
the Bengals.

A mainstay
on special teams

A third-year pro out of Or-
egon State who was drafted
by Philadelphia in 2013, Poy-
er is a regular in the Browns’
dime coverage and a main-
stay on special teams.

Browns coach Mike Pet-
tine said Poyer also spells
veteran Donte Whitner on
occasion at practice.

Poyer “prides himself on
his preparation,” Pettine told
ClevelandBrowns.com, much
like Poyer did as a youth ath-
lete in Astoria. “When he’s
focused, dialed in, he does a
good job for us. I'm expect-
ing him to, in the role that we
have for him, to play well.”

“I feel like I’'m still adjust-

&-YOLUNTEER 3

[ §

e
A

Sponsored by
Bayshore
Animal Hospital

W Terrier blend — sugar
N and spice and

| attentive, affectionate

CLATSOP COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

Ginger

Four-year-old Lab/Pit

everything nice.
She gets an A+ in
compatibility —

and adorable!

1315 SE 19th St., Warrenton ® 861- PETS

www.dogsncats.org @ Noon to 4pm, Tues-Sat

Clemente’s
Christmas

Eve Dinner
Spm - §pm

“The Plast of Shaze the Love

- the Seven
_Fishes”

his
Chiistmas at
Clovente' s

Feast is $39 per person
$49 with wine pairing.

Full Children’s Menu

15% of sales go directly to World Vision

Reservations Recommended:
5 03-325-1067

Enjoy Happy Hour
& Winter Local Specials!

on those things and come back even better
than [ was this year.”
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Tribute: Grant will
go toward drafting
three design options

Continued from Page 1A

Leaving
home forever

The Scandinavians who
emigrated to the North Coast
— some by way of North Da-
kota and Minnesota — knew
they risked never seeing their
birthplace again.

“They came over in a
time, when you left home,
you probably were leaving
home pretty much forever,”
Mathews said. “You might
get back once or twice, but
you were pretty much leav-
ing.”

Once here, they fished,
farmed, logged, worked
in canneries, ran boarding
houses, established church-
es and helped shape the
hardworking character of
Astoria.

The idea of building a per-
manent monument to honor
Astoria’s Scandinavian an-
cestors, and the sacrifices
they endured by coming to
the region, had been kicked
around for at least a year be-
fore the committee applied
for the grant, said Carole
Lyngstad, a project leader.

Low, mid-range and
‘fantasy’ design
She and Mathews have
been meeting with city of-

ficials to nail down a list of
viable sites, preferably ones
with lots of foot traffic and
decent parking nearby. The
Parks and Recreation De-
partment is assessing all of
the public land within its
domain, and the results will
inform the heritage associa-
tion’s options.

With the site chosen,
the design work can get un-
derway. The grant will go
toward drafting a low-end
design, a mid-range design
and a “fantasy design” — a
design that would reflect the
project committee’s dream
monument, Bowler said.
Local Scandinavian organi-
zations will get to weigh in
during the drafting stage.

Though the fundraising
— which may include more
grants — will influence the
design, the heritage associ-
ation is aiming higher than
just erecting a plaque on a
granite slab somewhere. At
minimum, the monument
will tie in the Scandinavian
flags, Bowler said.

“When you know your
heritage, it gives you a sense
of identity, and I think that’s
one reason Astoria’s so pop-
ular right now — because we
know our heritage and we
have a sense of identity,” she
said.

4

ing,” Poyer said between sea-
sons, “I don’t think you could
ever just be ‘used to’ the
speed. Within the rhythm of
the game or the rhythm of the
season, the more I played, the
more comfortable I feel with
the speed. It’s always going
to take some more adjusting
to get used to, especially at
the beginning of a season.
Everybody’s good.”
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Submitted Photo
The Scandinavian country flags fly tall at 2014’s Astoria
Scandinavian Midsummer Festival.
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fromour famaly to yours

S anta will be here this

Saturday the 19th from 1-3pm
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