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By HILLARY BORRUD
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Oregon child
welfare regulators decided to
stop keeping a list of problemat-
ic state-licensed service provid-
ers after lawmakers and news
reporters learned about the list
last month.

In a letter to children’s ser-
vices providers last week, the
state  Department of Human
Services apologized for releas-
ing the list to reporters and leg-
islators who filed public records
requests without advance notice
to the providers.

“I sincerely apologize for
the concerns the release of this
list has created with you, our
partners, and wish we had the
opportunity to provide you with
advance notice of this release of
records and likely media atten-
tion,” P. Donna Keddy, direc-
tor of the department’s Office
of Licensing and Regulatory
Oversight, wrote in the email
to providers. “I know we work
closely with all of you in ad-
dressing issues and corrective
actions, all with the goal of pro-
tecting children and youth. As
a result, DHS has discontinued
producing a ‘radar list, and in
its place Interim DHS Direc-
tor Clyde Saiki has convened
a cross-agency management
team that meets regularly to
discuss current pending issues

with licensed child-caring facil-
ities. This ensures that DHS can
consistently and appropriately
respond to concerns before a
situation becomes a risk to the
safety of children and youth in
our licensed facilities.”

Intent to
revoke licenses

Last week, the agency sent
letters of intent to revoke the
licenses of two providers on the
list, the Scotts Valley School
therapeutic  boarding  school
program south of Eugene and
Youth Villages foster care pro-
grams which operates in Oregon
City and Lake Oswego.

Top officials at the Depart-
ment of Human Services cre-
ated the “radar list” in 2012 to
track state-licensed facilities
with recurring problems. The
department circulated the list in-
ternally and also shared it with
the Office of the Long-Term
Care Ombudsman.

Criteria for state-licensed fa-
cilities to get on the list ranged
from high severity or number of
complaints, to chronic non-com-
pliance and potential for the situ-
ation to attract media attention.

State  Sen. Sara Gelser,
D-Corvallis, said on Monday
that she was surprised to hear
of the department’s decision to
discontinue the list. Gelser, who
is chairwoman of the Senate
Interim Committee On Human

‘“They could be put on the
list to give a heads-up to
DHS executives, rather
than it being a more fully
focused and vetted list of
concerns ... It wasn't an
accurate or a useful list.”

Gene Evans

Department of Human Services spokesman

Services and Early Childhood,
has taken the agency to task for
regulatory shortfalls in hearings
this fall. Gelser also proposed
legislation to tighten licensing
and financial regulations on
providers and change how the
state handles abuse and neglect
allegations.

“It’s contrary to what they
said in our hearings, that the
reason that kids were allowed
to suffer for so long in these
places was that they didn’t have
a method for collecting infor-
mation into a central place, and
for having leadership discuss it
across multiple silos in the de-
partment,” Gelser said of the de-
partment’s decision to scrap the
list. “If you eliminate the list, it
seems like it makes that problem
worse, not better.”

“I will be asking the depart-
ment to explain what method
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they will be using for tracking
problem providers, how they
will notify parents of problems
and how they’ll keep the Legis-
lature updated,” Gelser said.

Overstated
extent of problems

In the letter to children’s ser-
vices providers, Keddy wrote
that news coverage of the list
overstated the extent of problems
at programs on the “radar list.”

“The news coverage that
ensued created the impression
that DHS had widespread safe-
ty concerns with many licensed
child-caring programs,” Keddy
wrote. “That is not the case for
every agency on the list. In fact,
if concerns exist, we can and
will take corrective action, in-
cluding action to suspend or re-
voke a license in order to protect
child safety.”

It is true that being flagged
by the agency didn’t neces-
sarily lead to any action being
taken, according to testimony
by department officials in a
November legislative hearing.
However, several programs on
the list had severe enough prob-
lems that the state took action to
revoke their licenses, following
media coverage of the issues.

For example, the Portland
foster care agency Give Us This
Day was on the list for 26 of
the last 36 months. Willamette
Week reported on problems at
Give Us This Day, including
child neglect and misuse of
funds, starting in September,
and the newspaper has since
reported that top officials at the
agency knew about the issues
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State discontinues ‘radar list’ of
youth homes after media reports

and did nothing. The Oregon
Department of Justice had been
investigating Give Us This Day
since 2012, and the department
stopped sending children to the
program in September, The Or-
egonian reported.

The Department of Human
Services is also working to find
other placements for foster chil-
dren at Youth Villages, which re-
ceived a letter of intent to revoke
its license last week based on al-
legations of lack of supervision of
a suicidal child and repeated sex-
ual intercourse between clients.

Scotts Valley School was on
the “radar list” more than 30 of
the last 36 months. On Friday,
the department released a letter
of intent to revoke the school’s
license and described a list of
problems, from letting students
go hungry, to forcing them to
spend 12 hours at a time staring
atawall.

The agency has not sus-
pended, revoked or even denied
the renewal of licenses for any
problematic service providers
during the last 36 months.

Not a good
way to track

Gene Evans, a spokesman
for the department, said the radar
list was not a good way to track
the most problematic state-li-
censed programs, because it was
informal and licensing officials
never created a detailed protocol
for when to add a program to the
list.

“That had really just any
facility that had come to some-
body’s attention,” Evans said
on Monday morning. “They
could be put on the list to give
a heads-up to DHS executives,
rather than it being a more fully
focused and vetted list of con-
cerns ... It wasn’t an accurate or
auseful list.”

As for why the department
decided not to replace the radar
list with a formal tracking list,
Evans said that remains a possi-
bility. “But the list in its current
form just wasn’t a useful or an
accurate process,” Evans said.

The Capital Bureau is a collab-
oration between EO Media Group
and Pamplin Media Group.

Student
caught
with
pellet gun
on bus

The Daily Astorian

An 8-year-old student
from Lewis and Clark Ele-
mentary School was found
with an unloaded pellet
gun in his backpack while
riding a school bus home
Friday afternoon.

The Astoria School Dis-
trict’s Transportation Di-
rector Ryan Hahn had the
bus pull over near Tapiola
Park after a student notified
the driver of a weapon on
board. When officers from
the Astoria Police Depart-
ment arrived, district em-
ployees were unloading
students from the bus.

As students got back
on, their backpacks were
checked. The student with
the pellet gun then told
an officer he had a pellet
gun in his backpack. Hahn
took the student home, and
the other students boarded
the bus to go home.

“At no time were any
students threatened or in
danger,”  Superintendent
Craig Hoppes wrote in a
press release Monday. “The
district is dedicated to pro-
viding a safe environment
to students and staff at all
times and in all places.”

Hoppes said the district
is still investigating the in-
cident and will meet with
the student and his mother
this week. He said the stu-
dent could face a range of
consequences, from sus-
pension to expulsion.

“We understand that
the situation can be un-
settling to students, but
please note that once
police are on the scene,
they take control of the
situation and their actions
were within the law and
protocol between the dis-
trict and the police depart-
ment given that this was
an emergency situation,”
Hoppes wrote.

Volunteers needed to help with Lil” Sprouts
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The Astoria Parks and Rec-
reation Department is seeking
volunteers Saturday afternoon
to help to improve the facilities
at Lil” Sprouts and Port of Play,

Deaths

Dec. 11, 2015
WILLIAMS, Robert Alex-
ander, 71, of Astoria, died in
Astoria. Caldwell’s Luce-Lay-

On the record

785 Alameda Ave.

The Citizens Helping Im-
prove Parks, or CHIP-in, event
is from 1 to 4 p.m.

Volunteers will be cleaning
both the inside and outside of
the facilities and helping with

ton Mortuary in Astoria is in
charge of the arrangements.
Dec. 12, 2015
LAYTON, Mildred La-

DUII arrest

various creative paint projects,
putting in bark chips, vacuum-
ing, and picking up trash. Volun-
teers and their children may uti-
lize Port of Play for free during
this event, and can choose a gift
from the giving tree.

Vonne, 82, of Astoria, died in
Astoria. Caldwell’s Luce-Lay-
ton Mortuary in Astoria is in
charge of the arrangements.

* At 1:10 a.m. Sunday, Oregon State Police arrested Brandon Phillip Novoselic, 26, of Naselle,
for driving under the influence of intoxicants on U.S. Highway 30 milepost 98. Novoselic’s blood
alcohol content was measured at 0.11, according to police.

Public meetings

TUESDAY

Union Health District,
8 a.m., Providence Hospital,
Education Room B, Seaside.

Clatsop County Human
Services Advisory Council,
4 to 5:30 p.m., 800 Exchange
St., Room 430.

Astoria Historic Land-
marks Commission, 5:15
p.m., City Hall, 1095 Duane
St.

Lotteries

OREGON

Monday’s Pick 4:

1 p.m.: 8-4-4-5

4 p.m.: 8-4-4-7

7 p-m.: 3-4-9-6

10 p.m.: 4-0-6-9
Monday’s  Megabucks:

3-10-16-35-36-46

Knappa School Board,
5:30 p.m., Knappa High
School library, 41535 Old
U.S. Highway 30.

Seaside School District, 6
p.m., 1801 S. Franklin St.

Port of Astoria Commis-
sion, 4 p.m., executive ses-
sion (closed to public), 6 p.m.,
old Port offices, 422 Gateway
Ave.

Shoreline Sanitary Dis-

Estimated jackpot: $3.6 mil-
lion.

WASHINGTON
Monday’s Daily Game: 1-6-3
Monday’s Hit 5: 13-26-29-

35-39
Monday’s Keno: 05-09-19-

trict Board, 7 p.m., Gearhart
Hertig Station, 33496 West
Lake Lane, Warrenton.
Seaside Planning Commis-
sion, 7 p.m., work session, Sea-
side City Hall, 989 Broadway.

WEDNESDAY
Seaside Tourism Adviso-
ry Commission, 3 p.m., City
Hall Conference Room, 989
Broadway.

20-22-24-29-34-35-39-41-4547-
51-53-69-71-73-75-78

Monday’s Lotto: 03-17-27-
29-36-43

Estimated jackpot: $3.5 mil-
lion.

Monday’s Match 4: 07-12-
18-20

i i SUBSCRIPTION RATES
The Dally AStorIan Effective July 1,2015
Established July 1, 1873 HOME DELIVERY MAIL
(USPS 035-000) EZpay (per month)................. $11.25 EZpay (per month).............. $16.60
13 weeks in advance... $36.79 13 weeks in advance............ $51.98

Published daily, except Saturday and Sunday, by EO Media Group,
949 Exchange St., PO Box 210, Astoria, OR 97103 Telephone 503-
325-3211, 800-781-3211 or Fax 503-325-6573. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to The Daily Astorian, PO Box 210, Astoria,
OR 97103-0210

26 weeks in advance........... $70.82 26 weeks in advance......... $102.63
52 weeks in advance......... $135.05 52 weeks in advance......... $199.90
Circulation phone number: 503-325-3211
Periodicals postage paid at Astoria, OR

ADVERTISING OWNERSHIP
All advertising copy and illustrations prepared by The Daily Astorian become
the property of The Daily Astorian and may not be reproduced for any use
without explicit prior approval.

COPYRIGHT ©
Entire contents © Copyright, 2015 by The Daily Astorian.
Printed on recycled paper

529 SEMARLIN; WARRENTON

www.dailyastorian.com
MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Associated Press is entitied exclusively to the use for
republication of all the local news printed in this newspaper.

SUBSCRIBER TO THE NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE
MEMBER CERTIFIED AUDIT OF CIRCULATIONS, INC.

p Mattresses, Furniture
& More!
.

HOURS OPEN: NON-FR1 -6 » SATURDAY 95  SUNDAY 10-4
We Service What We Sell

L |
VISA Mmi
L

[ 4

L4




