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“Westport Oregon: Home of the Big Sticks and Gold Medal Salmon,” by Jim Aalberg.

WESTPORT 
ILLUSTRATED
Descendant of community’s founder 
c ronic es  s  cannin  o in

Jim Aalberg is the great-great-great-

grandson of “Capt.” John West, the 

founder of Westport. He is pictured 

looking out over the Columbia River 

where, in past years, scores of sail-

ing vessels and steamships traveled 

to the flourishing sawmill at Westport 

to load lumber that was exported all 

over the world.
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LEFT: Scotsman “Capt.” John West founded Westport and created a saw mill and fish cannery on his donation land claim. 

The American steamship 

Latoka with a four-masted 

schooner docked at her 

stern in Westport in 1919. 

Photo courtesy Clatsop County 

Historical Society

See WESTPORT, Page 3C

You fund The Trust.  We, in turn, fund the windbags, street fairs, 
directors, doers and dreamers who make Oregon, Oregon.
You fund The Trust. We, in turn, fund the strummers, writers, 
cloud dancers and dreamers who make Oregon, Oregon.  

DOUBLE the impact of your favorite cultural donation for FREE!
1) Donate to your favorite organization(s). 2) If they’re one of 
our 1,400 cultural nonprofits, donate that same amount to the 
Cultural Trust. 3) Take that same amount off your state taxes. 
Easy! Learn more and donate at CulturalTrust.org
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