ZE}rant will expand college credit for h

By EDWARD
STRATTON
The Daily Astorian

A regional consortium
of educators has secured
$586,000 over the next
two years to expand col-
lege credit options for local
high-schoolers.

The Northwest Promise
is a consortium including
Clatsop Community Col-
lege, three other regional
colleges and universities and
20 school districts in Clat-
sop, Columbia, Tillamook
and Washington counties
provided support services by
the Northwest Regional Ed-
ucation Service District.

“Our focus will be to
expand opportunities  to
first-generation college stu-
dents and other students who

have historically not had
equitable access to higher
education  opportunities,”
said Laura Kanter Fellows, a
postsecondary pathways and
school improvement special-
ist with the service district
who helped secure the grant.

The Northwest Promise
includes five guiding pillars,
Kanter Fellows said:

* Ensuring the most un-
derserved students in the
service districts are served.

¢ Creating a college-go-
ing culture.

* Accelerating college
credit attainment for all stu-
dents through a variety of
pathways.

* Increasing collabora-
tions between high schools
and colleges.

*  Providing
professional

ongoing
learning  for

staff that crosses traditional
boundaries.

The grant was received
late last month from the Or-
egon Department of Educa-
tion. The state Legislature
made $3 million available
in competitive grant funds.
Northwest Promise was one
of five consortiums state-
wide that split the funding
evenly.

Jennell Ives, a college
and career readiness special-
ist with the department of
education, said the impetus
to provide the funds came
out of the early successes
of the Eastern Promise, a
partnership in Eastern Or-
egon between community
colleges, school districts and
Eastern Oregon University
to provide college credits to
high-schoolers.

A recent analysis of the
Eastern Promise, which
started in the 2012-13, shows
seniors who took dual-credit
courses that year were 23
percent more likely to grad-
uate from high school than
students who did not partici-
pate. The gap widened to 29
percent among high-poverty
seniors.

Graduates who took part
in Eastern Promise that
year were 28 percent more
likely to enroll in college
after graduation. Students
involved in Eastern Prom-
ise also showed a lesser de-
crease in attendance from
2011-12 to 2012-13 com-
pared to nonparticipants.

Shortly after the start of
Eastern Promise, Clatsop
Community College created
its own dual credit program

for high schoolers called the
Coastal Commitment. The
college also offers College
Now career-technical cours-
es, dual-transfer credits and
simultaneous enrollment to
local high-schoolers.

In Coastal Commitment,
high school instructors align
their curricula with college
standards. Students earn
high school credit as usual,
but can also enroll in the
college course, pay a tran-
scription fee and meet the
college’s standards through
good grades and an exam at
the end of the course, if they
choose.

Donna Larson, the col-
lege’s vice president for ac-
ademic and student affairs
and a creator of the Coast-
al Commitment program,
which started last year, said
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1gh-schoolers

it is still too early to tell
what affect the program has
had on students. But through
its various programs, she
said, the college has offered
on average at least six col-
lege credits per high-school-
er participating. She said the
Northwest Promise consor-
tium would mostly expand
what the college is already
doing.

A larger driving force be-
hind efforts like the North-
west Promise consortium is
the state’s 40-40-20 goal,
created by the Legislature
in 2011. The goal states that
by 2025, 40 percent of Ore-
gonians will have at least a
bachelor’s degree, 40 per-
cent will have an associate
or career certificate and that
every Oregonian will have
graduated high school.

County counsel earns statewide award

The Daily Astorian

Clatsop County Counsel Heather Reyn-
olds was recently honored as the winner of
the Laurence R. Kressel Memorial Award.

The Oregon County Counsels Association
hands out the award each year to a coun-
ty counsel or assistant county counsel who
exemplifies the thoughtful, courageous, hu-
morous and oft times irreverent approach to

the practice of county law mastered by Larry
Kressel, a longtime county counsel for Mult-

nomah County.
to the county, inc

nances and other

1995.

Reynolds provides general legal services
ions, preparing and reviewing contracts, ordi-

the county in court proceedings.
She has served as county counsel since

luding providing legal opin-

documents and representing
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Columbia Bank’s ‘Warm Hearts’
campaign to help the homeless
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Columbia Bank’s “Warm
Hearts Winter Drive” is col-
lecting cash and clothing
to help the homeless, with
some of the proceeds going
to the Astoria Warming Cen-
ter.

The campaign involves
all 149 branches of the Taco-
ma, Washington, based bank.
People can donate cash and
winter goods, and the collec-
tions go to homeless shelters
and relief organizations.

Genevieve  Butenshon,

the vice president and

branch manager at Colum-
bia Bank in Astoria, said the
local branch has selected the
warming center as the recip-
ient.

The warming center
at First United Methodist
Church provides shelter for
the homeless on cold nights.

How do you get around town?

Transit meeting
location changed
The Daily Astorian

Sunset Empire Transpor-
tation District wants opinions

about regional transit service
and is offering residents a
chance to do just that from
10 a.m.-noon Saturday at the
Seaside Public Library, 1131
Broadway.

SETD provides local and
regional bus service and are

undertaking a long range plan
to determine the transit needs
of Clatsop County. Questions
include where and when pas-
sengers need to travel and
what service can be improved.

For more information visit
http://ransitstudy.ridethebus.org.

History of parks on tap at Fort George
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Historian John Gooden-
berger, retired Astoria city
planner Rosemary John-
son and Astoria Parks and

Recreation Director Angela
Cosby will talk park histo-
ry Thursday night at Fort
George Brewery and Public
House’s Lovell Showroom.

The talk, the latest in the

Beers to Your Health series,
comes as the Parks and Rec-
reation Department is pre-
paring a master plan for the
future.

The event starts at 7 p.m.
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Sunset Empire Transpor-
tation District Board, 9 a.m.,
Astoria Transit Center Con-
ference Room, 900 Marine
Drive.

Seaside Convention Cen-
ter Commission, 5 p.m.,

Ave.

Gearhart Planning Com-
mission, 6 p.m., Gearhart
City Hall, 698 Pacific Way.

Elsie-Vinemaple RFPD,
7 p.m., 37564 U.S. Highway
26, Seaside.

Cannon Beach Rural
Fire Department, 6 p.m.,
Fire-Rescue Main Station,
188 Sunset Ave.

Seaside City Council, 7
p.m., Seaside City Hall, 989
Broadway.

day prior.

day of publication.

3211, ext. 257.

OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and
upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/forms/obits,
by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The
Daily Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-

The Dai |y Astorian SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Effective July 1,2015
[ ) [ ] Established July 1, 1873 HOME DELIVERY MAIL
(USPS 035-000) EZpay (per month)................ $11.25 EZpay (per month)...............
) . ) 13 weeks in advance .$36.79 13 weeks in advance...........
Published daily, except Saturday and Sunday, by EO Media Group, 26 weeks in advance §7082 26 weeks in advance. ...

949 Exchange St., PO Box 210, Astoria, OR 97103 Telephone 503-
325-3211, 800-781-3211 or Fax 503-325-6573. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to The Daily Astorian, PO Box 210, Astoria,
OR 97103-0210

52 weeks in advance.......... $135.05 52 weeks in advance..........
Circulation phone number: 503-325-3211
Periodicals postage paid at Astoria, OR
ADVERTISING OWNERSHIP
All advertising copy and illustrations prepared by The Daily Astorian become
the property of The Daily Astorian and may not be reproduced for any use
without explicit prior approval.

COPYRIGHT ©
Entire contents © Copyright, 2015 by The Daily Astorian.
Printed on recycled paper

Easy © ) Start” . )
(e www.dailyastorian.com
MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Associated Press is entitied exclusively to the use for
republication of all the local news printed in this newspaper.

SUBSCRIBER TO THE NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE
MEMBER CERTIFIED AUDIT OF CIRCULATIONS, INC.

JOHN DEERE

34912 HWY 101 BUS « ASTORIA oo

L4

503-325-0792 « 1-800-220-0792




