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DETROIT  —  Marion 
County  authorities  say  a 
climber has died from a fall 
on Mount Jefferson.
Coast  Guard  Air  Station 

Astoria  assisted  several  na-
tional  and  local  agencies  to 
search for a woman and her 
32-year-old husband, Thom-
as Fountain.
Rescue  efforts  began 

Sunday  after  Fountain  fell 
into a crevasse while climb-
ing with his wife. Searchers 
could  not  reach  the  couple 
until  Monday  morning  be-
cause of the diffi cult terrain. 
Two  MH-60  Jayhawk 

helicopter crews from Coast 
Guard  Air  Station  Astoria 
assisted  in  the  pickup  and 
delivery  of  15  Corvallis 
Mountain Rescue Unit team 
members  to  a  site  where 
they able to better access the 
missing hikers.

Sheriff’s  Lt.  Chris 
Baldridge  says  Fountain’s 
wife,  29-year-old  Alison 
Fountain,  is  in  good  condi-
tion  after  a  night  on  the  cold 
mountain. He says crews were 
working to bring her down. 
Public  records  show  the 

couple  most  recently  liv-
ing  in  McMinnville.  Alison 
Fountain’s  Facebook  page 
says  she  works  as  a  fl ight 
nurse  at  Reach  Air  Medical 
Services in Corvallis. Photos 
on  Tommy  Fountain’s  Face-
book  page  show  he  was  an 
avid climber. 
At  nearly  10,500  feet, 

Mount  Jefferson  is  the  sec-
ond-highest  peak  in  Ore-
gon,  behind  Mount  Hood. 
It’s a popular destination for 
climbers. 
The  air  temperature  on 

site was reported to be 20 de-
grees, and the altitude at the 
location  of  the  crevasse  was 
reported to be 8,900 feet.

Climber dies in fall 
on Mount Jefferson

Hard cider an 
industry on the 
rise, like craft beer
By ERIC MORTENSON

Capital Press

SHERWOOD  —  Richard 
Hostetter  wasn’t  a  farmer,  but 
he  knew  the  international  in-
vestment  game.  He  knew  the 
big  boys  were  increasingly  fa-
voring agriculture over the long 
haul.  People  have  to  eat,  after 
all.
Arriving in Oregon in 2013 

after 17 years in Tokyo, where 
he’d worked for big banks and 
investment houses, he searched 
for  an  opportunity.  He  fi gured 
he was too late to make money 
in Oregon blueberries or hazel-
nuts, and the wine industry like-
wise seemed over-populated.
When  someone  mentioned 

cider apples, his response was, 
“What the heck is that?”
“Initially,  I  wasn’t  interest-

ed,”  he  said.  “I  didn’t  think  it 
had any legs.”

Mimicking rise 
of craft beer

Research and due diligence 
convinced  him  otherwise.  It 
quickly  became  apparent  that 

hard  cider  was  an  industry  on 
the  rise.  Cideries  and  cider 
pubs  were  popping  up  every-
where,  especially  in  Portland, 
mimicking the rise of the craft 
beer  industry.  Membership  in 
the  Northwest  Cider  Associa-
tion grew from 17 to 70 in the 
past three years.
And  just  like  wine  grapes, 

the  apples  that  make  the  best 
hard cider are different than the 
ones people like to eat. The rush 
is on to provide the bittersweet 
varieties  —  including  old  En-
glish and French apples — that 
make the best hard cider.
There  is,  Hostetter  discov-

ered,  “A  mismatch  between 
rapidly  growing  demand  and 
slow growing supply.”
Which  is  how  he  came  to 

plant  15,000  cider  apple  trees 
on  three  leased  acres  outside 
Sherwood,  20  miles  south  of 
Portland.
“I  do  believe  there’s  a  big 

opportunity in cider apples,” he 
said. “I’ve rolled the dice fairly 
aggressively on this.”

Emerging generation 
of farmers

In that sense, Hostetter, 47, 
represents a couple of truisms 
in  Oregon  agriculture.  First, 
the  emerging  generation  of 
farmers includes people new to 

the  fi eld  but  with  other  skills, 
experience or money. Second, 
Oregon’s agricultural diversity 
—  the  state  grows  220  crops 
—  opens  doors  to  unexpected 
economic development.
Hostetter  is  engaged  in 

a  crash  course  on  grafting, 

planting  and  growing  fruit 
trees,  all  of  which  is  compli-
cated  and  costly.  “Even  the 
wood  for  grafting  is  worth  a 
lot  of  money  right  now,”  he 
said.
The  biggest  diffi culty  has 

been fi nding farmland to buy, 

with water rights, suitable soil 
and  within  striking  distance 
of  Portland.  He  has  about 
two  dozen  varieties  growing 
in  close-packed  nursery  style 
on  the  leased  land  while  he 
searches for property on which 
to transplant his orchard.

He believes the industry will 
achieve  a  high-quality  niche 
once  cider  makers  have  a  sup-
ply of proper apples.
Ten  years  from  now,  he 

hopes to be known as the own-
er of a sizable commercial cider 
apple business.

Former banker bets on cider apples in Sherwood

Eric Mortenson/Capital Press

Richard Hostetter, a former banker and financial consultant, is “rolling the dice” on the next hot agricultural crop by 
planting 15,000 cider apple trees in Sherwood.

Associated Press

ROSEBURG — Woodlands 
and  forests  around  Oregon’s 
Douglas  County  have  been 
accumulating  piles  of  garbage 
since the region started charging 
for trash disposal at the dump.
The  county  has  seen  a  65 

percent  increase  in  littering 
calls  since  implementing  a 
$3-per-can  fee  at  the  dump, 
The  News-Review  reported. 
The Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce  has  responded  to  71 
litter-related  calls  since  July 
1, up from 43 calls during the 
same time period in 2014. 
“It’s a problem,” said Rick 

Held. He’s timber deputy with 
the sheriff’s offi ce and patrols 
the  forests  while  contracted 
out  to  the  Bureau  of  Land 

Management  and  Douglas 
Timber Operators. 
“It’s  such  an  eyesore,  and 

when  people  dump  trash, 
they’ll  dump  fi ve  or  six  gar-
bage  bags  and  then  within  a 
few days, the animals will get 
into the bags and the trash will 
get  strewn  everywhere  and  it 
makes a giant mess.”
Even  without  seeing  the 

data,  Held  said  he’s  noticed 
an  increase  in  the  number  of 
locations  where  people  are 
dumping garbage.
In  early  November,  depu-

ties got a report about a large 
dump on a Seneca-Jones land-
ing. They found mail belong-
ing to a residence in Sutherlin, 
and  the  residents  told  them 
they  paid  their  neighbor  to 
take the garbage to the dump. 

But the neighbor told dep-
uties  he  chucked  the  trash  in 
the  woods  when  he  realized 
he didn’t have enough money 
for the dump fee after refuel-
ing his truck. 
The  man  was  cited  for  of-

fensive  littering,  which  can 
carry a fi ne of up to $1,250 — 
enough  to  cover  dropping  416 
bags of garbage at the dump.
“As I told the guy, he drove 

farther out Marvin Hill than it 
would have taken him to drive 
to  the  dump  in  Oakland,” 
Held said. “But he told me he 

just didn’t have the money, at 
$3 a bag to pay the fees.”
Douglas  County  Commis-

sioner  Chris  Boice  says  the 
county  anticipated  an  increase 
in illegal dumping and tried to 
accommodate it in the budget.
“The  situation  for  us  was 

that we didn’t really have the 
revenue  to  deal  with  illegal 
dumping  before  we  imple-
mented  the  fee,  but  we  built 
into  the  landfi ll  budget  some 
money  for  work  crew  super-
vision for illegal dump sites,” 
said Boice.

Litter piles up after Douglas County adds dump fee
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 Golf Club
 LOCATED 1 MILE NORTH OF GEARHART OFF 101 AT DEL REY BEACH ACCESS ROAD

 PHONE: 503-738-5248 WEB: WWW.DISCOUNTDANSGOLF.COM

 (when you mention or bring in this ad)

 HOLIDAY GOLF SALE!!
 Save big on all brand names like 

 Titleist, Callaway, TaylorMade, Cobra, 
 Nike, Cleveland, Mizuno and more!

 DRIVERS - $179.00 FAIRWAYS & 
 HYBRIDS - $99.00 WEDGES - $69.00

 50% OFF SELECT GOLF SHOES

 40% OFF SELECT GOLF BAGS

 10% OFF EVERYTHING ELSE!

 GREAT GIFT IDEAS:
 • Gift Certificates for Merchandise or Golf!
 • 10 Round Golf Passes only $119.00!
 • 1-Year Unlimited Golf Passes!
 • GPS Watches, Highlands Hoodies, 
 Headcovers, and Fun Accessories!

 FOLLOW US ON - Twitter: @highlandsgc  Instagram: @highlandsgc  Facebook: facebook.com/highlandsgolfc lub

 CHRISTMAS C H R IS T M A S

 & B AZAAR E
 Mark your calendars!

 DECEM BER 5 TH, 9 A M -3  PM

 BAK E S A LE
 Cookies, Candies, Breads, Scandinavian
 Baked goods, Jam, Jelly, Fish in any form,

 and anything else that’s yummy.

 BAZAAR
 First Lutheran will have a table selling

 gently used Christmas items.

 First Lutheran Church
 725 33rd Street, Astoria

 M u c k Boots • Stove  P e lle ts $225/ton
 H ea l thy P et Trea ts

 Custom Flocking C u stom  Flocking
 & Fire R etard a nt

 Fresh- cut
 N ob l es &  G ra nds
 Wrea ths • Ceda r S wag

 Gif ts f o r ga rd en ers, backyard bird  enthusia sts, e q u e stria n s, 
 p e t lo v e rs and hobby f a rm e rs   |   G IF T  C E R T IF IC A T E S

 34963 H w y 101 B u s., A sto ria | 503-325-1562
 1m ile so u th  o f old Y o u n g s Ba y Bridge

 D elivery A va ila ble!
 www.b rimsfarmngard en .co m

 O pen : Mon-Sat • 9a m -5:30pm
 Su n d a ys 11/29-12/13 • 11a m -3pm  

 Astor St. Opry 
 Company’s

 20th annual

 FRIDAY, DEC. 4  •  7-10pm
 SATURDAY, DEC. 5  •  10am-6pm
 SUNDAY, DEC. 6  •  11am-4pm
 AS TORIA ARM O RY  Excha nge S t., A sto r ia

 $2 entrance fee helps ASOC or 2 cans 
 of food for the Clatsop Co. Food Bank 
 or St. Vincent De Paul Food Bank

 O V ER 60 ARTISAN S    LIV E M U SIC
 Sponsored by  NW Lending Group, 
 the families of Ed & Dee Labiske,

 and CMH Pediatrics

 Starving
 Artist
    Faire

 Starving
 Artist
    Faire

 D ecem b er  12 th
 1 PM  o r 6 PM

 B e st W ester n : 555 H a m b ur g  A ve, A sto ria

CONCEAL CARRY
PERMIT CLASS
Oregon –

Utah - Valid 34 States

OR/Utah–valid in WA $80  or  Oregon only $45
shauncurtain.com ~ shauncurtain@gmail.com

360-921-2071

 O R/U tah— valid in W A $80 o r O r eg o n  o n ly $4 5
 www.Firea rm Tra in in gN W .co m    |   Firea rm Tra in in gN W @ gm a il.co m

 36 0-921-2071

 Ore g on - U t ah  
 Valid  35 S t ate s

 CO N CEAL 
 CARRY   PERM IT 
 CLA SS

 W A NTED

 Contact:   Steve Axtell • 360-430-0885 or John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber
 N o rth w e s t H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , WA


