
4A THE DAILY ASTORIAN • FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2015

STEPHEN A. FORRESTER, Editor & Publisher • LAURA SELLERS, Managing Editor 
BETTY SMITH, Advertising Manager  •  CARL EARL, Systems Manager 
JOHN D. BRUIJN, Production Manager  •  DEBRA BLOOM, Business Manager 
 HEATHER RAMSDELL, Circulation Manager

Founded in 1873

OPINION

By FRANK BRUNI
New York Times News Service

The list of what a child needs 
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The wonderful gift of reading

By LACEY HOYER
The Daily Astorian
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Lacey Hoyer/The Daily Astorian

Grandma Ruth and great-granddaughter Avery Hoyer.

Grandma Ruth 

 N otebook
 W  riter’s

I am so very thankful that she was 
granted the gift of a century.

And we’re a texting, tweeting, 
distracted country in which 

too many children don’t read at 
grade level.

Frank  

Bruni

Staff Sgt. Nichelle Anderson U.S. Air Force

Children receive books during a Reading is Fundamental event at the

Youth Center on Joint Base Andrews, Md., in 2013. Kareem Abdul-Jab-

bar attended the event hosted by Joint Base Andrews and the RIF

organization to help encourage and motivate children to become life-

long readers. Jabbar, author and the current leading scorer in the Na-

tional Basketball Association’s history, read to the children.


