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Oei and West told the Plan-
ning Commission they are 

or ing ith Pa i   Po er 
to upgrade the power needs 
for a growing operation and 
hope to make improvements 
to what was a run -down, va-
cant warehouse at Industry 
and Portway  streets.

McLaren Innes, the com-
mission’s vice president, 

called the warehouse’s exteri-
or “one of the saddest build-
ings,” and, like others on the
commission, was pleased
about the prospects for reno-
vation.

“There are not many in-
dustries where you can be
the  rst to ump into it, like a
microbrewery or a microdis-
tillery,” Oei said. “And I think
we have a great opportunity to
do something like that.”

Business: They hope to 
make improvements to 
run-down warehouse
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The new dispensary on the 
block, Hi Astoria, opened Oct. 
1 and had approximately one 
customer on that historic day, 
Will Violett, a budtender, said. 
But word-of-mouth is spread-
ing, and the store — part of 
a  edgling franchise — is 
attracting between 45 and 75 
recreational customers per 
day, he said.

“We’ve been pushing 
through and becoming more 
and more like a business,” he 
said.

Clark said he expects that 
“tourists next year will play 
a big part in (the local mari-
uana customer base , ust be-

cause we got so many cruise 
ships coming in,” Clark said. 
“I mean, even on Oct. 1, we 
had 20 to 25 cruise ship peo-
ple.”

Green rush
Because banks are federal-

ly insured, and both medical 
and recreational mari uana re-
main illegal at the federal lev-
el, mari uana-based business-
es  have had to get creative in 
handling their deposits.

“None of the banks want to 
touch it,” Kelly said. “There 
are a few credit unions open 
to the idea. A lot aren’t feder-
ally insured, so they can do it 
without getting that backlash 
from the feds.”

Some business owners said 
they rely on stowed-away 
safes, others on loopholes in 
the  nancial system.

“You have to exploit ev-

ery gap in the traditional way 
of doing business, within the 
legal limits, to get around the 
banking issue,” Nelson said.

Under the current tax code, 
the Internal Revenue Service 
doesn’t permit tax deduc-
tions or credits for business-
es that traf  c in controlled 
substances prohibited under 
federal law. So dispensaries 
 nd themselves working in a 

business environment that can 
be less than advantageous to 
their line of work.

“We’re not able to write 
off business expenses like 
a normal business,” Nelson 
said. “Once we can do busi-
ness like a regular business, 
we’ll really have something.”

In January, Oregon dis-
pensaries will be required to 
impose a 25 percent tax on all 
limited recreational mari ua-
na products. In addition, the 
Oregon Liquor Control Com-
mission will begin accepting 
applications to license retail 
and recreational mari uana 
shops while training a  eet 
of licensors and inspectors. 
Medical mari uana dispen-
saries can continue to sell to 
recreational users through the 
end of 2016.

“We’re still in the infancy 
stage of all of this, though, 
so I don’t know how the tax 
in January is going to affect 
this,” Nelson said.

Afrika likened Oregon’s 

legali ed mari uana econo-
my to a kind of “gold rush,” 
with opportunities for grow-
ers, bakers, hemp-focused 
entrepreneurs and others to 
contribute to the budding in-
dustry.

“When I was a kid in the 
 ’80s, I used to play this game 
called ‘Oregon Trail.’ Many 
quality childhood hours in-
vested in this video game. 
And now that I live in Astoria, 
I feel like I ful  lled the dream 
of the Oregon Trail game,” 
Afrika said, adding that he’s 
glad his customers no longer 
have to “do shady back-alley 
deals” to score their drug of 
choice. “What a great age we 
live in.”

Pot: Shops are seeing lots of customers daily
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city property next to the Bow-
picker on Duane Street. The 
council determined that the 
food cart could pose a con  ict 
with nearby parking for the 
U.S. Coast Guard, while the 
owners of the Bowpicker, the 
famous  sh and chips spot, 
were not exactly enthusiastic 
about a potential rival next 
door.

Over the summer and fall, 
the city also discouraged Es-
trada from pursuing a location 
near the Barbey Maritime 
Center. 

“Just from a business 
development perspective, I 
think this is a great location 
for them,” Kevin Cronin, the 
city’s community develop-
ment director, said of the Port 
property off Industry Street.

Estrada had identi  ed the 
Port as an option, even treat-
ing Port commissioners to 
chowder samples at a meeting 
in June, while also negotiat-
ing with the city.

T’s Astoria Chowder 
could open in February or 
March, she said, pending a 

rental agreement with the
Port. The menu will feature
clam chowder and bread and
could expand to other items.

Estrada described the loca-
tion near the Columbia River
and the Astoria Bridge as a
“very nice, picturesque place”
for potential customers.

Food carts are popping up
across Astoria as part of a bur-
geoning foodie culture that
blends with the city’s reputa-
tion for craft beer.

But the city did not make
it easy on Estrada, who was
frustrated by the City Coun-
cil’s earlier re ection. The 
entrepreneur needed Planning
Commission approval for the 
Port property because a food
cart is a conditional use on
land zoned as general devel-
opment shorelands.

“We wish her the best
of luck,” Dave Pearson, the
president of the Planning
Commission, said after the
commission’s unanimous
vote. “It looks like a nice lo-
cation with a lot of pedestrian
foot traf  c.

“Sometimes it takes time
to  nd the right location.”

Boat: Menu will include
clam chowder and bread
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Raja Afrika, an employee at Hi, holds a1-gram package of  Green Ribbon. Afrika is glad his customers no longer have 

to “do shady back-alley deals.” 

Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian

Packages of Fire OG hang on the rack at Hi. 

Visit us online at
DailyAstorian.com
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 PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL

 Yes it does, located at 1555 

 N. Roosevelt Dr. on 

 Highway 101, between Stop ‘N Go 

 and the Human Bean. Office hours are 

 8–5 p.m. Monday-Friday. We are here 

 to help with any of your Daily 

 Astorian, Coast Weekend, and 

 Chinook Observer, Seaside Signal, 

 Cannon Beach Gazette and Coast 

 River Business Journal needs. 

 Need assistance with advertising or 

 placing an ad in south county? Give 

 me a call at (503) 791-6615 so I can 

 help you get “more reach at 

 the beach.”

 A :

 Does The Daily 
 Astorian have a 
 Seaside office?

 WENDY RICHARDSON
 South County Sales Consultant

 1555 N. Roosevelt Dr. • Seaside
 503-791-6615

 wrichardson@dailyastorian.com

 T HE  
 D AILY  
 A STORIAN

 Q:

 A :
 LEO FINZI

 1020 Commercial #2
 503-325-2300

 M-F 10-6  Sat 12-5

 Have a quick question?
 Feel free to call.

 We’re glad to help.

 Astoria ’ s Best
 NETWORK AND 

 COMPUTER SALES, 
 SERVICES & REPAIRS

 Q:

 Personalize the Start menu. 
 Click on the Start button, 

 move the pointer to the right edge of 
 the Start window until the pointer 
 changes to a “double arrowed” 
 pointer. Left click and drag the right 
 edge of the window, making the 
 Start window as large as possible. 
 Right-click tiles you aren’t using, 
 then click “Unpin.” Now add 
 programs YOU use by clicking 
 Start, All Apps, then navigate to 
 programs you use and right click on 
 those, and then “Pin to Start.”

 Any suggestions 
 for the new 
 Windows  10 ?
 (Part 1 of a series)

 Rob y ’ s
 Furniture & Appliance

 Tillamook • (503) 842-7111
 1126 Main Ave 
 Lincoln City • (541) 996-2177
 6255 SW Hwy. 101 
 Newport • (541) 265-9520
 5111 N. Coast Hwy.
 Florence •  (541)997-8214
 18th & Hwy. 101

 Astoria • (503)325-1535
 1555 Commercial Street

 Store Hours
 Mon. - Fri. 9:30 to 5:30
 Saturday 10:00 to 5:00

 More Locations:

 Yes, you should always 

 buy the matching 

 foundation with the purchase of a 

 new mattress, unless the bed you 

 are putting it on is a solid 

 platform design. All mattress 

 manufacturers have a clearly 

 defined limitation built in to their 

 warranty requiring a proper 

 support surface for the mattress.

 A :

 Should I buy a 
 new box spring/
 foundation when 
 purchasing a 
 new mattress?

 Q:

 ASTORIA
 CHIROPRACT I C

 503 -3 25-3 3 11
 2935 M a rin e Drive, 
 As to ria , Orego n

 Ba rry S ea rs , D.C .

 If you live in Washington, PIP 

 or personal injury protection is 

 optional. In Oregon it is part of every 

 policy. If you don’t have it and are 

 injured, whether the car accident was 

 your fault or not, NONE of your medical 

 bills will be paid until or unless there is a 

 settlement. This is hard on everyone, 

 patients, doctors and hospitals alike. 

 Without PIP, your bills can linger for 

 years. PIP pays for any injured occupants 

 of your car. No one plans to have a 

 collision, but 1 in 3 people will be in one 

 — many are in several. Plan ahead by 

 making sure you add PIP — a small 

 investment for your protection.

 A :

 Why should I
 pay for PIP 
 auto insurance?

 Q:

 D ecem b er 12 th

 1 PM   o r 6  PM
 Best W estern : 5 5 5  Ha m b urg  Ave, Asto ria

CONCEAL CARRY

PERMIT CLASS

Oregon –

Utah - Valid 34 States

OR/Utah–valid in WA $80  or  Oregon only $45
shauncurtain.com ~ shauncurtain@gmail.com

360-921-2071

 OR/U ta h— va lid  in  W A $80 o r Oreg o n  o n ly $4 5
 w w w .Firea rm Tra in in gN W .com    |   Firea rm Tra in in gN W @ gm a il.com

 36 0-921-2071

 Oregon - U tah 
 Valid 35 States

 CON CEAL 
 CARRY   PERM IT 

 CLASS

Holiday        
Kickoff Event

Thanksgiving Night
Begins at 8 p.m. 

(some stores open AT 6 p.m.) 

12TH AVE. & HWY. 101, SEASIDE, OR 

*Free Snacks and 
Hot Coffee. 

Pick a gift off the 
tree with purchase 
of $50 or more.

Enter to win drawing.
*while supplies last

Kiwanis Christmas Trees 
on Sale Nov. 27th

 W A NTED
 Contact:   Steve Axtell • 360-430-0885 or John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber
 N orth w es t H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , W A


