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Measure would 
change funding 
for re gh ing  
ease rules on 
logging and 
hinning

By DAN WHEAT
Capital Press

s ranchers hroughou  he 
es  deal wi h he af er a h of 

ca as ro hic su er wild res  
ro onen s of legisla ion o re-

duce fuel loads in federal fores s 
sa  here s a good chance i  will 
ass ongress efore he end of 
he ear as ar  of funding he 
federal udge

he esilien  ederal ores  
c  of  was in roduced  

 e  ruce es er an  
- r  a rofessional fores er 

and engineer  in une   was 
assed   e u licans and 
 e ocra s in ul  and awai s 

a hearing efore he ena e 
o i ee on gricul ure  u-

ri ion and ores r
n shor  he ill  a  he urging 

of he a a ad inis ra ion  al-
lows he  ores  er ice o 
access funds hrough he ederal 

ergenc  Manage en  gen-
c  for gh ing res ins ead of 
de le ing non- re gh ing funds 
wi hin he ores  er ice ud-
ge  he ill also allows he or-
es  er ice and ureau of and 
Manage en  e edi ed en i-
ron en al re iew of fores  an-
age en  ro ec s  including 
logging  hinning and rescri ed 
urns  in u lic fores s a  i -
inen  ris  of a or wild re  

insec s and disease  
 ro a l  gi e he ill in 

i s curren  for  a low chance 
of assing ou  of he ena e  u  
ha  doesn  ean co onen s 
of he ill won  ass as ar  of 
a larger ac age  said ra is 
ose h  residen  of he eri-

can ores  esources ouncil in 
or land  a ri e dri er a ong 

 organi a ions ac ing he 
ill  he udge  deal assed  
he ouse in c o er a es 
ossi le a con inuing resolu-
ion or o ni us a ro ria ions 
ac age in ece er ha  could 

include he hear  of he ill  he 
said  

Chances for CEs
he ad inis ra ion wan s he 

re gh ing funding issue ed 
and larger ca egorical e clu-
sions  nown as s  of he 

a ional n iron en al olic  
c  for fores  anage en  ha e 

he es  chance of assing wi h 
i  ose h said

he e clusions e e  cer-
ain rac ices fro  he leng h  
en iron en al re iews nor al-
l  re uired

he ad inis ra ion a ro ed 
ca egorical e clusions on u  o 

 acres in he  far  ill 
and he ores  er ice has used 
he  said ic  i h  e ecu-
i e direc or of eal h  ores s  
eal h  o uni ies in or -

land
ending ca egorical e clu-

sions o  acres and e en u  
o  acres where ro ec s 
are colla ora i el  de elo ed 

 all grou s concerned  are 
he hear  of he ill  said i h  
a o  e u lican aide in he r-
egon egisla ure efore for ing 

eal h  ores s  eal h  o -
uni ies in  

a egorical e clusions of 
 o  acres see  

s all when co ared wi h  
illion o  illion acres of 

federal fores s na ionwide ha  
i h sa s are a  ris  of wild re  

insec s or disease  he ores  
er ice is onl  a le  he said  o 

rea   ercen  of ha  annuall
u  ose h said  o 

 acres ac uall  are re  
su s an ial  co ared wi h he 

ores  er ice s curren  rac ice 
of rea ing onl   acres in a 
ro ec

e ending on funding  i  
can a e a cou le of ears o 
co le e ro ec s and he  can 

a e u  o  ages of en iron-
en al re iew  his isn  a ou  

a ing awa  en iron en al ro-
ec ions  u  a ing he  fas er 
and ore ef cien  said ose h  
for erl  a senior olic  ad is-
er o  e  e er e a io  

- re

Harvest levels dropped 
he ores  er ice har es s 

a ou   illion oard fee  of 
i er annuall  co ared wi h 
 illion o  illion annuall  in 
he s and s  s  er-
cen  less han i  was  ears ago 
in he aci c or hwes  ose h 
said

ar es s dro ed dra-
a icall  ecause of well 

in en ioned u  con ic ing 
regula ions  u  also federal 
fores  anal sis aral sis  real 
or ercei ed hrea s of li iga-
ion  i h said

here s also he sheer cos  
of a ou   illion annuall  
for he ores  er ice o ee  

a ional n iron en al olic  
c  re uire en s for ro ec s  

he said  
he  is chronicall  

cash s ar ed  going o er ud-
ge  and no  ha ing he udge  
o anage hese lands  i h 
said   would a e decades 
if no  cen uries for he  
o ca ch u  in fores  anage-
en  u  i  doesn  ha e he 

resources
s a resul  of a decline in 

fores  anage en  and i er 
har es ed  here s a uild u  of 
under rush and hic  i er fu-
eling larger and larger wild res  

i h and ose h said
e need o loo  a  fores s 

ore holis icall  li e land-

sca es  o a e fores s ore 
heal h  again and agencies need 
he ools and dollars o do ha  
ose h said  

he ill would ene  rural 
co uni ies no  onl  in reduc-
ing re fuels u  in res oring 

ills and o s  he said

Encouraging Forest 
Service to act

i  o  illion acres is a 
re  s ee  hill o cli  i h 

said  he sooner ongress ac s 
on hese es of refor s he 
e er

 also will a e  he said  en-
couraging he ores  er ice o 
use i s new au hori  for larger 
ca egorical e clusions once i  
ge s i  nli e  rior legisla-
ion  he ill does no  anda e 
logging  u  allows he ores  

er ice o do i  he es oring 
eal h  ores s for eal h  
o uni ies c  assed he 
ouse in la e  u  died 

in he ena e ecause en iron-
en alis s la eled i  a logging 
anda e ill  i h said  e 

disagreed  oin ing ou  logging 
was re uired onl  wi h cer ain 
cri eria e  

ose h said a ro ision of he 
ill no  li el  o a e i  is one 

re uiring an  ou side li igan s o 
os  a ond efore he  can sue 
o hal  a ro ec  ha s een de-
elo ed wi h colla ora ion of all 

in eres ed ar ies
he ill is ac ed  he 

erican ar  ureau eder-
a ion  he a ional a le en s 

eef ssocia ion  he a ional 
ssocia ion of eal ors  he 
a ional ssocia ion of o e 
uilders  he a ional sso-

cia ion of oun ies and an  

ri es  fores  indus r  associ-
a ions  wa er grou s  wildlife 
grou s and recrea ionis s

he ores  er ice has 
s e ed u  i s reduc ion of fores  
fuels  increasing i er har es s 

 ercen  since  and rea -
ing  illion acres for fuel re-
duc ion in  he os  in one 
ear  ores  er ice hief o  
idwell old he ouse gricul-

ure u co i ee on onser-
a ion and ores r  in c o er

he su co i ee s hearing 
re iewed his ear s re season 
and long er  wild re rends

idwell es i ed he agen-
c  needs o ee  increasing he 
a oun  of acreage i  is rea ing 
and said  ro ec s his ear 
were a resul  of new au hori ies 
fro  he  far  ill  e said 

 ro ec s were eing li iga ed  
u  a igger ro le  was lac  of 
ids for  sales

od ae erle  owner of 
ae erle anch in onconull  
ashing on  old he su co -
i ee he lac  of ids was due 

o far fewer saw ills in ash-
ing on ecause of he s o ed 
owl endangered s ecies lis ing 
ears ago   s ead  relia le le el 

of u lic sales is needed  he said
his ear  ores  er ice 

re gh ing cos s reached a re-

cord high  o ing  illion  
hir een wildland re gh -

ers died  he ores  er ice 
deal  wi h  wild res ha  
urned  illion acres  os l  

in he es  according o he a-
ional n eragenc  ire en er in 
oise

 was onl  he four h ear 
since  ha  ore han  il-
lion acres urned  he record 
was  illion in  us   

illion acres urned in 

Rancher sentiment
 co on o inion a ong 

ranchers and i er owners 
across he es  is ha  wild res 
ge  huge ecause u lic lands 
aren  logged or hinned and 

re gh ers of en use defensi e 
ra her han offensi e ac ics

he sen i en  is su a-
ri ed  a ig sign ha  wen  
u  in ol ille  ashing on  las  
s ring  u lic lands  og i  
gra e i  or wa ch i  urn

ra e i  on  la e i  is 
a slogan in daho  said a  

resco  e ecu i e ice resi-
den  of he daho a le ssoci-
a ion in oise

e said he su or s an hing 
ha  s rea lines anage en  of 
resource lands ha  is oo encu -
ered wi h rules and regula ions

o ounding he ro le  
resco  said  is agencies con-

e la ing wha  li iga ion a  
force he  o do

he ill see s oo s all 
and focused on fores s  he said  

i ilar a lica ion is needed for 
grea er gra ing on M lands o 
ee  grass and sod fuels down 

and he s wor ing oward ha  
end  he said

daho ranchers said e er 
gra ing anage en  would 
ha e reduced he si e and se er-
i  of he oda re ha  scorched 

 acres in w hee oun-
 and ar  of as ern regon

od was so hic  in ash-
ing on e ar en  of ish 
and ildlife grasslands fro  

 ears of no ca le gra ing  
ha  i  oo  ulldo ers wo and 
hree asses o cu  re lines o 

soil  icole uchen uch  ae-
erle s daugh er  said in las  

su er s -acre an-
ogan re

i e o her ranches i ac ed
 wes ern res  he ae er-

le- uchen uch anch is s ill 
searching for issing ca le 
and dealing wi h loss of gra -
ing lands ha s causing so e o
downsi e herds  anchers  li e-
lihoods ha e een se erel  hur

 wild re  
he anogan and closel  

neigh oring un  loc  and 
or h ar res o aled 

of he  acres urned in
ashing on his ear

Frustration and 
skepticism

e e or  ice residen  of
anogan oun  ar  ureau

and a for er logger  said he ill
sounds li e a s e  in he righ  di-
rec ion u  onl  a eas oon in 
he ocean  of need

en if i  asses ro a l  
no hing will e done wi h i  he 
said

 large a oun  of low 
down i er was was ed for 
en iron en al reasons on he 
las  ores  er ice har es  he 
wor ed on wo ears ago  he 
said

o e he   ha e 
ro en for  ears ha  he  are

no  a le o do an hing ecause
asicall  he  are ros i u es o 
he en iron en al o e en  
he  hrow awa  illions of 
oard fee  of i er and are 

da n roud of i  or  said
i h said he hears a high 

le el of frus ra ion fro  an  
eo le in fores  co uni ies 

o er he ores  er ice s ina il-
i  o re o e high fuel loads 
fro  fores s  

er he las   ears  
i h said  hese co uni ies

ha e een hi  hard  fewer log-
ging o s and now we re seeing
he en iron en al conse uenc-
es fro  declining anage en  
where hea  fuel loads are fuel-
ing larger and ore se ere wild-

res ha  des ro  no  onl  u lic
fores  lands u  ri a e i er 
lands and ho es  wa ersheds  
wildlife ha i a  and recrea ion 
lands  

Bill offers hope for forest fuel reduction

Courtesy of Roy Maglesson/USFS

First Creek Fire field work above Lake Chelan, Wash., in September. Wildfires burned mil-
lions of acres in the West this year. A bill in Congress seeks to reduce forest fuel loads 
on federal lands. 

USFS photo

Firefighter on Carpenter Road fire in northeastern Washington in August. 

 D ecem b er 12 th

 1 PM   o r 6  PM
 Best W estern : 5 5 5  Ha m b urg  Ave, Asto ria

CONCEAL CARRY

PERMIT CLASS

Oregon –

Utah - Valid 34 States

OR/Utah–valid in WA $80  or  Oregon only $45
shauncurtain.com ~ shauncurtain@gmail.com

360-921-2071

 OR/U ta h— va lid  in  W A $80 o r Oreg o n  o n ly $4 5
 w w w .Firea rm Tra in in gN W .com    |   Firea rm Tra in in gN W @ gm a il.com

 36 0-921-2071

 Oregon - U tah 
 Valid 35 States

 CON CEAL 
 CARRY   PERM IT 

 CLASS

 ASTORIA STORE ONLY

 4-HOUR SALE
 most items
 20 %

 OFF  5 %
 electronics

 OFF  1 5 %
 OFF

 Davis weather 
 instruments

 Cash or credit cards • Limited to stock on hand

 FRIDAY, NOV. 27th  • 6-10AM

 95 HAMBURG AVE.
 PORT OF ASTORIA • 503-325-4341

 S teve P u tm a n
 Lo ca l In su ra n ce Agen t
 Office: 503-738-7181
 Cell/Text: 503-440-1076
 Ca ll now - End of Enrollm ent Dec 7th

 M E DICARE
 OP EN  EN R OLLM EN T
 Q u estion s or w an t

 to E n roll?
 W e can help!

 W A NTED
 Contact:   Steve Axtell • 360-430-0885 or John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber
 N orth w es t H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , W A


