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The district will renew its 
local option tax, which has 
been in place since 2000, at a 
rate of52 cents per $1,000 of 
assessed property value. Each 
year the tax will provide funds 
for the district, from $1.22 
million in 2016-17, up to $1.4 
million in 2020-21. 

Overall, more than $6.5 
million would be raised 
through the local option tax. 
This estimate is based on 
current data available from 
the Clatsop County assessor. 
Seaside’s total school budget 
for 2015-16 was just over $21 
million.

The funds will support 
the district, which includes 

Seaside High School, Broad-
way Middle School, Seaside 
Heights Elementary School 
and Gearhart Elementary 
School. The district also will 
include the Cannon Beach 
Academy when it opens in 
2016.

According to the state’s 
Department of Revenue, most 
taxing districts are allowed to 
ask their patrons for tempo-
rary taxing authority above 
the permanent rate limitation. 
This authority is known as a 
“local option tax.” Local op-
tion taxes are limited to ve 
years for operations and up to 
10 years for capital construc-
tion purposes.

This is the fth time vot-
ers had the option to renew 

the levy. The last local option 
tax vote took place November 
2010, with 55 percent of the 
voters approving the measure 
to continue to fund a reduction 
in classroom sizes and provide 
a wider range of programs for 
Seaside students. That vote 
brought an extra $1.3 million 
per year on average to the 
district’s $15 million general 
fund. It started at $1,315,754 
in 2011-12 and steadily in-
creased to $1,480,892 this 
year, 2015-16.

The local option levy is 
not related to building new 
school facilities at a different 
location.

Dougherty has indicated 
he plans to seek another bond 
measure in the next year or 

so to build a new school site 
outside of the tsunami zone, 
which puts students at three 
of the district’s four schools 
at risk. A bond measure to do 
so was proposed in 2013 and 
failed.

In the event this local op-
tion levy did not pass, “it 
would have been really tough 
on everybody,” Phillips said.

“We would have had to 
make some major, major 
cuts,” he said, adding the extra 
money contributes about 5 or 
6 percent to the district’s gen-
eral fund, used for operations. 
“It allows us to move forward 
and to work with the Cannon 
Beach Academy people and 
to continue all the positive 
things the school district has 

been able to do in the past.”
The district will be re-

sponsible to budget about 
$250,000 for the  Cannon 
Beach Academy when it be-
gins serving kindergarten and 

rst-grade students for the 
2016-17 school year. 

Tuesday night, Dougherty 
praised the support from the 
community. 

“We had outstanding help 
from the Vote Yes for Kids 
campaign team,” he said. 
“Co-chairs (Lori Lum Toyoo-
ka) and Gail Dundas coordi-
nated a campaign committee 
and numerous volunteers and 
businesses, who shared the 
need to renew the local option 
levy with our community. The 
campaign committee’s hard 

work and dedication made the
difference.”

“On behalf of our students,
staff, and board of directors
— thank you for your ongo-
ing support of our students
and their schools.”

Toyooka said she also was
“absolutely thrilled about the
overwhelming support of the
community to help educate our
kids and provide great teach-
ers.” She was not involved
in campaigning for the local
option tax when it was up for
vote in 2010, but she was im-
pressed by the wide margin of 
success it had this election.

“I really do think the com-
munity does care about pro-
viding good education and
programs,” she said.
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Houston effort to 
add protections 
for gays fails

By CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY
Associated Press

Kentucky voters have elected just 
the second Republican in four de-
cades to hold the governor’s of ce, in 
a race that hinged largely on President 
Barack Obama’s signature legisla-
tion, the Affordable Care Act.

The result represented a big win 
for the GOP as it continues to consol-
idate political power across the South. 
Democrats also came up short in Vir-
ginia, where they made a costly push 
to win a majority in one chamber of 
the state Legislature.

The governor’s race in Kentucky 
was the highest pro le contest in Tues-
day’s off-year elections. The only oth-
er gubernatorial campaign was in Mis-
sissippi, where Republican Gov. Phil 
Bryant easily won re-election.

Elsewhere, Houston voters de-
feated a closely watched ordinance 
that would have established nondis-
crimination protections for gay and 
transgender people in the city, and 
Ohio voters rejected an initiative that 
sought to legalize the recreational and 
medicinal use of marijuana.

In Kentucky, Republican busi-
nessman Matt Bevin had waged a 
campaign to scale back the state’s 
Medicaid expansion that was made 
possible under the federal health care 
overhaul. Some 400,000 lower-in-
come people who gained health cov-
erage under the expansion could be 
affected.

Bevin ran as an outsider, empha-
sizing his Christian faith along with 
his support for Kim Davis, the Row-
an County clerk jailed for refusing to 
issue marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples. His Democratic opponent, 
two-term Attorney General Jack Con-
way, embraced Obama’s health care 
reforms, saying hundreds of thousands 
of residents could lose access to tax-
payer-funded insurance if Bevin won.

“The degree to which the national 
party is out of step with mainstream 
Kentuckians has created an envi-
ronment where it’s extraordinarily 
dif cult for a Democrat to win state-
wide,” said state Auditor Adam Edel-
en, who lost his re-election bid to a 

little-known Republican state repre-
sentative.

Around the country, several 
high-pro le ballot initiatives tested 
voter preferences on school funding, 
marijuana, gay and lesbian rights and 
the sharing economy. Despite the rel-
atively low number of races, the re-
sults could be an important bellweth-
er of sentiment ahead of next year’s 
presidential elections.

In Virginia, a swing state, Demo-
crats failed in an expensive bid to take 
control of the state Senate and em-
power Democratic Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe in negotiations with Republicans 
who control the state House. With the 
losses in Virginia and Kentucky, it 

was a rough Election Day for Dem-
ocrats.

“I don’t think you can point to 
one singular issue as to why these 
defeats happened tonight, but it’s an 
opportunity for Democrats to recali-
brate and continue to develop a plan 
and a strategy to win in 2016,” said 
Tharon Johnson, who led Obama’s 
2012 re-election effort in the South 
and helps oversee nances for the 
Democratic National Committee.

The governor’s race in Mississippi 
was overshadowed by a ght over a 
constitutional amendment that would 
allow people to sue the state to in-
crease funding for public schools. Vot-
ers defeated the proposed amendment.

Critics say it would have taken 
budget decisions away from Missis-
sippi lawmakers and given the courts 
too much power.

In Houston, the nation’s 
fourth-largest city, efforts to secure 
non-discrimination protections for 
gay and transgender people failed 
by a 2-to-1 margin. Now that same-
sex marriage is legal, such laws have 
become a priority for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender groups. 
Opponents, including a coalition of 
conservative pastors, said the mea-
sure would have infringed on their 
religious beliefs.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott praised the 
voters who defeated the measure, say-
ing they “showed values still matter.”

In the race for Houston’s next 
mayor, veteran state Rep. Sylvester 
Turner and Bill King, a former may-
or of a Houston suburb, will meet in 
a Dec. 12 runoff. It was one of more 
than 300 mayoral races happening 
across the country. In Philadelphia, 
former longtime Councilman Jim 

Kenney was elected mayor on a
promise to ght poverty and push for
universal pre-kindergarten education.

In Salt Lake City, former state
lawmaker Jackie Biskupski had a nar-
row lead in her challenge to two-term
incumbent Mayor Ralph Becker. But
thousands of mail-in ballots that were
dropped off at polling places Tuesday
remain to be counted. If elected, Bi-
skupski would be the city’s rst open-
ly gay mayor.

State judicial elections in recent
years have become a focal point for
political parties and interest groups
seeking to in uence the courts. Tues-
day’s election to ll three open seats 
on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court
was the latest judicial contest to at-
tract heavy attention and spending.

Campaign contributors poured at
least $11.5 million into the race, which
saw Democrats win all the seats.

San Francisco voters rejected a
citizen-backed initiative to restrict the
operations of Airbnb, the room-rent-
al site, but approved a $310 million
bond package for affordable housing
in the city.

In Washington state, voters over-
whelmingly approved a measure to
add state penalties for anyone who 
imports certain animal products for
commercial purposes, such as ele-
phant ivory or rhino horns

And Colorado voters decided to let 
the state keep $66 million in tax rev-
enue generated from the sale of rec-
reational marijuana. An existing state
law requires excess tax revenue to be
returned to taxpayers, but on Tuesday
voters agreed to make an exception
with the marijuana revenue and direct
it instead toward public education and
drug-prevention programs.

GOP wins Kentucky governor’s race
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Joe Ellis/The Clarion-Ledger

Avis Carpenter, right, listens as poll workers explain that her name is 

not on the precinct’s rolls as she arrives to vote on Election Day, Tues-

day, in Jackson, Carpenter is accompanied by her children, Makhi, 8, 

center, and Mikyrah, 7.  Carpenter later filled out an affidavit ballot. 
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Rodʼs Lamplighter in Seaview
&

Rodʼs Bar and Grill in Warrenton
hiring experienced cook

Competitive wages
Apply in Person

Garage/Moving Sale.
Furniture, tools, car, kayak, bicycle,

household items.
Nov 6 & 7, 9-4.

90610 Clark Rd, Warrenton, 97146

Accounting Clerk
The City of Warrenton is looking for

a part-time Accounting Clerk. The
successful candidate will have

basic knowledge of accounting
principles and theory, computer

skills, and customer service
experience.

For more information, download an
application and review the
complete job description

at: www.ci.warrenton.or.us
Submit resume, supplemental
questions, and employment

application with a cover letter to:
April Clark, Finance Director

City of Warrenton
PO Box 250

Warrenton, OR 97146
Part time,18 hours per week, year-

round
$19.00 per hour, PERS eligible

Anticipated start date:
December 1, 2015

Closing Date: November 13, 2015
at 5:00pm

Anticipated Interview dates:
November 16 - 20 .

Interviews will include a basic
accounting test.

Questions: April Clark,
aclark@ci.warrenton.or.us 503-

861-2233
Must be able to pass a background

check.
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