
It is time to delist
By JIM AKENSON

Oregon Hunters Association

When I look at Google Earth, 
m   rst rea tion is to oom 

in and o t or ers e ti e  
Greater ers e ti e hel s s gain 

a etter ie  o  ol es in regon, 
and ho  remo ing them rom the 
state’s threatened and endangered 
list ill allo  them to e managed 
as a s e ies that has  s ess ll  re
o ered  

  ish and ildli e er i e 
report from April  2009, states that 
there ere alread  et een 0,000 
and 0,000 ol es in orth Ameri a 
at that time, in l ding an estimated 
2,000 in Al erta and ritish ol m
ia, and at least ,  in the north

ern o k  o ntains re o er  area, 
hi h is re ogni ed as a so thern e

tension of the ro st anadian pop
lation  

ooming in tighter to Idaho, hi h 
as a node for o k  
o ntain re o er  
ith  ol es rein

trod ed in 99  and 
another 20 in 99 , 

e see that Idaho’s 
olf n m ers tripled 

in st t o ears to 
, and rea hed 92 

 2000  
As of late 20 , 

there e isted a min
im m pa k o nt of 
0  ith another 2  

state order pa ks  
and an estimated pop
lation of 0 ol es  
his all follo s si  
ears of reg lated h nting and trap

ping of ol es  
Idaho has een the so r e pop

lation, thro gh dispersal, for olf 
re esta lishment in regon  he  rst 

regon pa k to e on  rmed as the 
enaha a k, do mented in 2009  

r state anti ipated an ine ita
le olf mo ement from Idaho, and 
 200  had prod ed and adopted 

a olf anagement lan  
his three phased approa h 
alled for e al ating an op

tion for delisting on e the 
riteria ere met for hase 

II  
he riteria alled for 

fo r reeding pa ks to s
essf ll  rear t o or more 

p ps for three s essi e 
ears   20 , these ri

teria had een met and e
eeded, as there ere nine 

kno n s essf l reeding pairs of 
ol es in regon, in l ding eight 

pa ks in northeast regon and one in 
the so thern as ade o ntains  In 
re ent eeks, there ha e een three 

olf a ti it  areas identi  ed in so th
ern regon  he minim m pop lation 
is estimated at , not o nting this 
ear’s p ps  of the  do mented 

pairs had litters this ear  
o , oom o t to in l de the en

tire northern o k  o ntain region, 
and it e omes o io s that regon’s 

ol es are ell onne ted and thri
ing, and it  is e all  lear the  are 
read  to e remo ed from regon’s 

endangered spe ies 
list  

e also need to 
look at ho  ol es 
ha e affe ted neigh
boring states to gain a 
learer pi t re of hat 
e an e pe t in the 

oming ears  
In Idaho’s Unit 

2 , ithin the iddle 
ork one of entral 

Idaho, ol es ere 
reintrod ed in the 
mid 990s  he elk 
pop lation as ,2 0 
and h nter har est in 
200  as 9 b ll elk  

 20 , o nts for Unit 2  ere st 
 total elk and h nter har est as a 

meager 2  b lls  nter n mbers for 
the three nits omprising the iddle 

ork one dropped in half, going from 
,  in 200  to 2  in 20  he pat

tern of de line ontin ed ith onl  
 elk h nters going to those ilder

ness nits in 20 2  
he pattern here is rippling for 

the lo al r ral e onomies, 
here h nters start their 

o rne s to the ba k o n
tr  olf predation might 
not be the onl  fa tor in
 en ing entral Idaho elk

n mbers, b t ith a high 
olf pa k densit  in the 
iddle ork one, it is the

dominating fa tor a ord
ing to the Idaho epart
ment of ish and Game

ontrar  to laims 
made b  animal prote tionist gro ps, 
delisting does not remo e prote tions 
for ol es in regon  ol es ill re
main a prote ted spe ies, and the  are
still federall  listed in all b t the east
ern most sli er of regon  elisting 

ill, ho e er, start the o rne  do n 
the road to hase III and allo  the r
egon epartment of ish and ildlife
more options for appl ing manage
ment pra ti es  

ollo ing thro gh on the promises 
made to regon’s agri lt ral om
m nit  ill also foster better toleran e
of ol es and maintain the redibilit
of regon’s olf lan

e need to look more broadl  on 
the iss e of ol es and e pand o r fo

s to be able to see be ond state lines
ol es ha e demonstrated the abilit

to look be ond state borders, and e 
sho ld, too  

regon de eloped a er  effe ti e
management plan ith detailed ri
teria to re o er ol es in this state, 

hile also prote ting other ildlife 
spe ies and agri lt re  It is ital that

e aref ll  follo  the dire tion of 
the olf plan, hi h as de eloped 

ith b in from man  di erse stake
holders  

e m st sti k ith the plan and 
delist ol es in regon  

Jim Akenson, conservation director
for the Oregon Hunters Association,
holds a master’s degree and a bach-
elor’s degree in natural resources. He
had long tenures working for the Uni-
versity of Idaho and Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife. In Idaho, 
he managed a remote  eld station and
conducted studies on cougar and wolf
predation effects on big -game popula-
tions.
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OPINION

Gov. Brown and state Land Board 
must say the obvious about LNG

If o  needed a reminder of h  e don’t ant a li e  ed 
nat ral gas terminal on the kipanon, The New York Times 
siness se tion pro ided it nda  
A Global hill its ome  

as a startling report on do n
ard ob trends in Ameri a’s 

heartland, all dri en b  hina’s 
slo do n  or Ameri an om
modit  man fa t rers ho ha e 
fed hina’s e ploding e onom , 
this is an earth ake

hether it is ro stabo ts and 
other oil  eld orkers in e as 
and orth akota, miners in 

innesota, farmers in Io a, or 
hea  e ipment makers and 
sellers in Illinois, the reason for 
the fear is the same: a sudden 
plunge in demand for ommod
ities,  noted the Times

orth akota’s booming oil 
business looks mu h different 
toda  Its rash is a reminder of 
ho  ig Energ  t pi  es boom 
and bust e onomi  les  And 
that is one big reason not to ant 
an G terminal in our midst

he people ho make the 
real mone  on an G plant are 
those ho build it and  ip it to 
another o ner

Among the disappointments 
in our region’s de ade long G 
debate, the ederal Energ  

egulator  ommission E  
looms large  here is no national 
strateg  for here to put these 
massi e fa ilities  E  is om
fortable to li ense the plant that 

gets through its pro ess  rst  
he most re ealing thing about 

E  is that it has ne er re e ted 
a re uest for a permit for an G 
terminal  If ou need an e ample 
of a federal bureau ra  that on
sumes massi e amounts of paper 
and the publi ’s time, but does 
nothing to ad an e the regional 
dis ussion about national energ  
poli , E   ts the bill

ortunatel  for our region, 
ertain po ers in the G sit

ing pro ess are retained b  the 
state  hose espe iall  relate to 
the oastal one anagement 
A t  It alread  has been de ided 
that regon G’s proposal for 
a terminal site on the kipanon 
does not meet state la , be ause 
the Clatsop County Board of 
Commissioners denied regon 

G’s permit for a pipeline
E C may not appro e a 

pro e t that is in onsistent ith 
a state’s oastal one manage
ment plan  hat des ribes the 

kipanon site
he ball is in alem’s ourt  It 

is time for Go  ate Bro n or 
other members of the state Land 
Board to state the ob ious

hat is Go  Bro n, 
reasurer ed heeler and 
e retary of tate eanne Atkins 
aiting for

hat are they 
aiting for

While our nation fa es a tsu
nami of rising are osts 

for people suffering from de
mentia, these hallenges threaten 
to be e en more o er helming 
in  rural areas like the a i   

orth est’s  oastal ounties
A study released in re ent 

days found dementia are to be 
e onomi ally de astating for 

edi are patients in the last  e 
years of life  far more ost
ly than treatment for an er or 
heart disease  End of life osts 
for Ameri ans fa ing these three 
top killers totaled 2 ,0  for 
dementia, ,  for heart ail
ments and ,  for an er

edi are  ends up paying about 
the same amount for all three dis
eases, nearly 00,000  hen it 
omes to an er and heart dis

ease, supplemental poli ies often 
pi k up mu h of the balan e  But 

ith dementia, pri ate o erage 
for long term are is e pensi e 
and rarely pur hased  As a result, 
dementia e penses are espe ially 
punishing to patients, their spous
es and families

n a erage, the out of po k
et ost for a patient ith demen
tia as , 22  more than 0 
per ent higher than the ost for 
someone ith heart disease or 
an er,  a ording to   The New 

York Times  he reason is that 

dementia patients need aregi
ers to at h them, help ith ba
si  a ti ities like eating, dressing 
and bathing, and pro ide on
stant super ision to make sure 
they do not ander off or harm 
themsel es  one of those osts 

ere o ered by edi are
 rofessional dementia are 

osts thousands of dollars a 
month, s iftly denuding sa
ings  ri en to destitution, peo
ple ith dementia  nally may 
ualify for edi aid funded in

stitutional are
All these issues are magni  ed 

in rural areas like ours  In omes 
and sa ings tend to be lo er  

ursing and assisted li ing fa il
ities are less a ailable   Children 
and grand hildren may be li
ing far a ay in pursuit of obs  
Coastal ounties ha e among the 
highest per entages of older resi
dents in regon and ashington

hat to do  his is not an 
issue that an be  ed by minor 
ad ustments in edi are and 

edi aid  e must re en ision 
all our on epts for aring for de
mentia patients and the elderly in 
general  ederal ta  poli y needs 
to do a far better job of helping 
families ope ith are osts, 

hile federal spending priorities 
must be redire ted to aiding ul
nerable iti ens  

Dementia takes 
ostly toll on oast

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
New York Times News Service

In The New York Times re ie  
of the Ameri an ideast ne

gotiator Dennis Ross’ important 
ne  history of Israeli U  re
lations, Doomed to Succeed, a 
telling moment on the e e of the 
99  adrid pea e onferen e 
aught my attention  

he alestinian delegation had 
raised some last minute reser ations 

ith the se retary of state, ames A  
Baker III  Baker as li id and told 
the alestinians before alking out 
on them: ith you people, the souk 
ne er loses, but it is losed ith me  

a e a ni e life
I as stru k be ause that kind of 

straight talk has been all too absent 
from U  iddle East diploma y late
ly  Israelis and alestinians  ay too 
long at ar  are trapped in politi al 
hothouses of their o n making, in apa
ble of surprising ea h oth
er ith anything positi e, 
and desperately in need of 
a friendly third party dose 
of ommon sense

Listening to rime 
inister Benjamin e

tanyahu of Israel laim 
last eek that the al
estinian grand mufti of 
erusalem, aj Amin 

al usseini  ho met itler in the 
early 9 0s  ga e itler the idea for 
mass murdering all the e s, you an 
only on lude that Bibi is in a sealed 
bubble, ith no one around him able to 
say: ou kno  Bibi, that is pro ably 
histori ally false  ou might ant to 
keep that one to yourself

e forget ho  mu h the parties 
need Ameri a at times to play the re
ality prin iple to break the paralysis in 
their internal politi s  ometimes their 
leaders need to say to their abinets: 
I ould ne er agree to this, but those 

damn Ameri ans broke my arm  ee it 
dangling here! It’s broken! I had to say 
yes!  Israeli and alestinian internal 

politi s are brutal  As Baker 
learned, if you don’t get in 
their fa es on a regular basis, 
you’re listed as nap time  
on their daily s hedules

hat ould su h a U  
message sound like today  
It ould start by saying 
publi ly to the alestin
ian president, ahmoud 
Abbas, ou reje ted Is
raeli rime inister Ehud 

lmert’s unpre edented 
eptember 200  offer of a t o state 

solution, in hi h, as he erusalem 
ost later reported, lmert essential

ly agreed to forgo so ereignty of the 
emple ount in erusalem, uda

ism’s holiest site, and proposed that in 
the frame ork of a pea e agreement, 
the area ontaining the religious sites 
in erusalem ould be managed by 
a spe ial ommittee  from  e na
tions: audi Arabia, ordan, alestine, 
the United tates and Israel ’

“The Post also said, lmert laid 
out for Abbas   a large map upon 

hi h he outlined the borders of the 
future alestinian state,’ hi h in lud

ed a roughly e ual s ap 
of alestinian land in the 

est Bank to house Is
raeli settlements in return 
for parts of Israel

“Abbas, lmert is 
still aiting for your an
s er

“It’s lear that ith 
the alestinians no  
split bet een amas led 

Ga a and your atah led est Bank, 
there is no single, legitimate alestin
ian Authority to formally appro e a 
omprehensi e pea e deal  And it is 

also true that you ha e been ommit
ted to non iolen e  and bless your 
for that  But here is your reati e 
plan for an interim solution that an at 
least mo e the pro ess for ard  hy 
do you just sit there like Buddha, re
je ting reati e ideas like the one put 
for ard by e retary of tate ohn 

erry
As for etanyahu, the blunt U  

message might be: “You are going to 
be a histori   gure: the Israeli lead
er ho left Israel ith nothing other 

than a one state solution, in
hi h Israel ill gradual

ly gi e up being e ish or 
demo rati  e kno  e
a tly hat a one state solu
tion looks like  ust look out
your indo : alestinians 
grabbing a kit hen knife 
and stabbing any Israeli
e , and masked settler ig

ilantes retaliating ba k
I isited onday ith 

Israel’s ery de ent defense
minister, oshe Ya’alon  earing him
des ribe Israel’s strategi  theater is 
hair raising: The nation has nonstate 
a tors, dressed as i ilians, armed 

ith ro kets, nested among i ilians, 
on four of  e borders  inai, Ga a,
Lebanon and yria  and he does not

ant to han e opening a  fth one by
just e a uating the est Bank  I get it

But there has to be some alternati e
to doing nothing or doing e erything  
It needs to be an alternati e that at least
tests alestinians to really ontrol some
territory  and reates some hope that
the t o ommunities an separate se
urely  And it has to in ol e Israel at 

least stopping all settlement building 
in the heart of the est Bank, in the 
areas long designated for a alestinian
state  ome 0,000 of Israel’s 00,000
settlers no  li e in those areas, and it’s
making any separation in reasingly 
impossible

This is hat Israel’s friends are 
missing  Israel has so mu h reati e 
energy  in s ien e, te h and medi
ine  But you don’t see it today in di

ploma y  It’s true that Israel an sur
i e this ar of the kni es  But ill it

thri e  ill it remain a pla e here 
you ill ant to isit and raise their 
kids

It may be that Israel has no hoi e
But Israel is a really po erful oun

try  It’s not a disarmed Costa Ri a  o
one e pe ts it to gi e up e erything  
But fe er and fe er an understand 

hy it puts so mu h energy into e
plaining hy it an’t do anything, 

hy the alestinians are irredeemably
a ful and hy nothing Israel ould 
do ould affe t their beha ior  I truly 

orry that Israel is slo ly ommitting
sui ide, ith all the best arguments

Mideast negotiators, ‘Have a nice life’

Why 
do you 
just sit 

there like 
Buddha?

We need to 
look more 
broadly on 
the issue of 
wolves and 
expand our 

focus to 
 see beyond 
state lines.
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here to rite
• U.S. Rep. Suzanne Bonamici 

(D): 2  Rayburn B, ashing
ton, D C , 20  hone: 202  22
0  a  202 22 9 9  Distri t 
of  e: 2 2   illikan ay, 

uite 220, Bea erton, R 9 00  
hone: 0 9 0 0  a  0 2
0  eb: bonami i house  go

• U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley (D): 
 art enate f  e Building, 

ashington, D C  20 0  hone: 
202 22  eb: merkley
senate go

• U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden (D): 
22  Dirksen enate f  e Building, 

ashington, D C , 20 0  hone: 

202 22 2  eb: yden
senate go

• State Rep. Brad Witt (D):
tate Capitol, 900 Court treet E ,

, alem, R 9 0  hone: 
0 9  eb: leg state

or us itt   Email: rep brad itt
state or us


