
6A THE DAILY ASTORIAN • THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2015

Founded in 1873

STEPHEN A. FORRESTER, Editor & Publisher
LAURA SELLERS, Managing Editor

BETTY SMITH, Advertising Manager
CARL EARL, Systems Manager
JOHN D. BRUIJN, Production Manager

DEBRA BLOOM, Business Manager
HEATHER RAMSDELL, Circulation Manager

OPINION

Judge ran his drug court on a shoestring 
and sometimes his own funds

Unless you are a lawyer or you end up in court, judges are little 
understood, distant gures  ut we do elect t e  latsop 

ounty oters a e elected il elson our ti es to a judges ip
udge elson as announced 

e will not run again, putting is 
position into play

en e won an open judge-
s ip in , elson put toget -
er t e ost creati e political ad 
pu lis ed in t is newspaper o er 
t e past  years  gainst a w ite 
ull-page ac drop were a ast 

array o  signatures o  oters w o 
supported i  t was a dra atic 
s ow o  support

ourtroo  dra a is ore pro-
saic t an tele ision portrays it  

il elson as een t e essence 
o  an anti-tele ision judge  at 
in is de eanor and plain in is 
deli ery  en elson as ren-
dered strong judg ents, e as 
not inced words  e e erage 
and arris  sentencing ol-
lowing a orri c urder y a use 
case drew stern language ro  t e 
judge

elson as aced is s are o  
ugliness on t e enc  n , 
-year old s ley arlson was 
urdered y -year old atric  
ee arned  nder regon law 
arned could not ace a deat  

sentence  n an unusual o e, 
t e two de ense attorneys c ose 
to wai e t e rig t to jury ot  
in t e guilt and penalty p ases  

enerally spea ing, a judge w o 
de ense lawyers are willing to 

wai e juries in ront o  is ig ly 
regarded

elson ound arned guilty 
and sentenced i  to li e wit out 
parole

n is own li e, elson as en-
countered considera le ad ersity  

is daug ter was t e icti  in 
a se  a use case  ears later s e 
was illed in a tra c accident, to 
w ic  elson was a witness

elson is especially proud o  
t e adult drug court, w ic  e 
roug t to t e coast  at court 

ta es people c arged wit  drug 
and so e drug-related elonies 
and gi es t e  direct super ision 
y t e judge  ey are re uired to 
ollow t e directions o  a special 

pro ation o cer, engage in treat-
ent and appear weekly e ore 

t e judge
elson ran t e drug court on 

a s oestring and so eti es wit  
is own unds  e clearly cares 

deeply a out people in t e grips 
o  addiction and is willing to gi e 
t e  second and t ird c ances  

e court as produced genuine 
success stories

ur de ocracy depends on 
any t ings, ut especially on t e 

pro ity o  its judges  il elson 
as een an e a ple o  t at, and 

we are grate ul or is judicial ca-
reer in our idst

il elson as 
ser ed us well

By DENISE REED
For The Daily Astorian

Astoria s a orite son, not 
just o  usic, ut as a 

co unity inded usician 
and college instructor is Deac 

uidi  
et er you are a new or 

long-standing e er o  t is co -
unity,  ope 

you a e e -
perienced one 
o  is per or-

ances
t s rat -

er unusual to 
a e a con-

cert re iew 
t ree wee s 
a ter t e e ent 

 t e co -
plete opera, 
Don Giovan-
ni — ut y t in ing a out it was 
jogged into writing a ter seeing a 
per or ance o  t e sa e concert in 

ugene
n t is past unday, ort  oast 

orale e ers participated in a 
per or ance o  Don Giovanni at 
t e irst nited et odist urc  
in ugene  e principal per or -
ers and c orus e ers are part 
o  ascadia oncert pera w ic  

a es e ceptional and i aginati e 
opera in nglis , accessi le to audi-
ences t roug out t e aci c ort -
west  

y ar, our storia enue pre-
sented t e ore accurate per or-

ance  e er or ing rts enter 
is a jewel in our co unity t at 
needs your support  e si e and 
acoustics o  t e all support a pro-
duction suc  as t is per ectly  e 
sound is clear and instant, so you 
are i ediately drawn into t e ac-
tion  ere is no delay in t e sound, 
w ic  appened in t e ugene en-
ue  

o ac  to our a orite son and 
is in ol e ent in ot  o  t ese 

per or ances   don t now anyone 
w o can enunciate t e nglis  lan-
guage, w ile singing, as e pertly as 

uidi  e and t e entire troupe a e 
oices t at can atc  t ose o  t e 
ajor opera ouses ot  ere and 

a road

Guidi as een in t is co u-
nity or a nu er o  years   irst 

et i  in , w en t e ort  
oast orale considered per or -

ing Elijah  en  contacted i  
and eard i  spea ,  new e 
was t e one to per or  t e role o  

lija  e is one o  t e ost tal-
ented and e pressi e indi iduals  

now w o li es and wor s in t is 
co unity  e ascadia pera 
o  ugene and t e ortland pera 
recogni e and support is talent 
and a ility

Guidi is per or ing t is wee -
end at t e , our antastic enue, 
supporting t e latsop o unity 

ollege oundation  upport t e 
 y your attendance and con-

tri ute to t e ollege oundation  

ou will also e supporting Gui-
di and is wor  as a pro essional 
concert artist  e sings usic o  

any genres and t is wee end e is
joined y ot er talented singers o  
our co unity

e tic et prices are lower t an
w at you would pay in ortland 

ut t e uality o  t e per or anc-
es is o ten uc  etter and t e 
per or ers are your neig ors, to 
w ic  you can address your con-
cerns and co ents  ets eep our
a orite son  upport t e  and

ot er groups and indi iduals w o 
lo e t is co unity and desire to 

ring you uality per or ing arts 
or your enjoy ent  

Denise Reed is the North Coast
Chorale director.

GUEST COLUMN

Music’s favorite son

By FRANK BRUNI
New York Times News Service

I ne er dou ted t at illary 
linton ad any talents

 just didn t now t at sea stress 
was a ong t e

ere were o ents in t e rst 
De ocratic presidential de ate 

uesday nig t w en s e t readed t e 
needle as delicately and per ectly as 
a politician could

e de ate s oderator, nder-
son ooper, noted t at s e ad told 
so e audiences t at s e was a pro-
gressi e ut e tolled er oderation 
in ront o  ot ers  asn t s e just a 
c a eleon, as ing w ate er colors 
suited er at a gi en o ent

 a progressi e, ut  a pro-
gressi e w o li es to 
get t ings done,  s e 
said strongly but not 
stridently   now 
ow to nd co -
on ground, and  

now ow to stand 
y ground  t was 

a practiced line  
so practiced t at s e 
used it, so ew at 
aw wardly, a sec-
ond ti e an our lat-
er  ut it was also a 
well-cra ted line

i e er ain 
ri al onstage,  

en  ernie anders 
o  er ont, s e ad 
co plaints about our 
country  nli e and-
ers, s e co uni-
cated an uns a able 
pride in it nonet e-
less

anders said 
erica s ould loo  

to Den ar  linton countered  e 
are not Den ar   lo e Den ar  

e are t e nited tates o  eri-
ca

en w en s e was con ronted 
anew by er ote in t e enate long 
ago to aut ori e t e in asion o  ra , 
s e was neit er de ant nor apologet-
ic, steering a s oot  idcourse by re-
calling t at at debates in , arac  

ba a ad attac ed er or t at  
ter t e election,  s e pointed out, 

e as ed e to beco e secretary o  
state  e alued y judg ent

e subject o  ra  
caused er less grie  t an 

anders su ered on gun 
control, w en not only 

linton but also ar-
tin alley, t e or er 

aryland go ernor, reject-
ed is e planation o  otes 
in t e enate against ari-
ous bills and is insistence 
t at e was representing 
rural areas wit  gun cul-
tures, not a nationwide 
electorate  t was clu sy, because 
e presents i sel  as a creature o  

pure principle, i une to political 
con enience

ut on uesday nig t an odd sort 
o  role re ersal occurred  or uc  
o  t e debate, anders so e ow 
ca e across as t e e battled incu -

bent, targeted by t e 
ot er our candidates, 
w ile linton ca e 
across as t e energet-
ic upstart

e see ed bowed, 
irascible  e see ed 
buoyant, e er es-
cent  t was as poised 
a per or ance as s e 

as nessed in a long 
ti e, and w ile e 
just about gi en up 

a ing predictions 
about t is con ound-
ing election   ne -
er t oug t Donald 

ru p would last so 
long, and  ne er saw 

en arson co ing 
  t in  linton 

bene ted ore ro  
uesday s stage t an 
anders did

e i ed con -
dence and o ents 
o  passion wit  in-

stances o  u or, and er anner 
was less didactic and robotic t an it 
can o ten be  ro  ooper and ro  
t e our en boo ending er at t e 
lecterns, s e ad e eryt ing t rown 
at er  ra , eng a i, er co i-
ness wit  all treet, er personal 
wealt

ut s e was seldo  rattled, al-
t oug  t e discussion o  er use o  a 

o e-brewed ser er or er e ails 
as secretary o  state did pro pt a 

isible sti ening o  er posture, 
a conspicuous strain in er s ile  

ill s e e er, e er nd 
language t at ta es ull 
owners ip o  er ista e
and t at puts real es  on

er continued clai  t at 
s e is being as transpar-
ent as possible

t was possibly er 
worst o ent

t was per aps and-
ers  best  urprisingly, e
called or an end to tal  
about t e e ails, saying 

t ere were ore i portant issues 
to ocus on  ig - indedness et 
unusual ca paign-trail generosity 
and gallantry  linton laug ed and 
bea ed  ey s oo  ands, and  

al  e pected a ug
e debate isn t going to c ange

t e ortunes o  incoln a ee and 
i  ebb, w o were at t e edges 

o  t e stage and will re ain on t e 
edges o  t e race  alley ig t 
bene t an iota and grew bolder as t e
nig t progressed

anders grew redundant, return-
ing wit  uestionable re uency to 
a single issue  greed and inco e 
ine uality  t at ade i  sound 
li e a one-note candidate  e is 
percent rig t to uestion corpora-
tions and tru pet t e plig t o  t e 

iddle class  ut e does so as ore
o  a rebrand, calling or a political
re olution,  t an as so eone w o 
can be trusted to a e eaning ul 
progress

linton ad er own redundan-
cies, saying twice i  not t rice as o -
ten as was necessary t at s e would
be t e rst e ale president  e as
gone ro  sidestepping er gender 
in  to roaring about it now

part ro  t at, s e was u  
w en silence ser ed er best and 

ery w en t at was t e rig t call 
 or instance, w en s e owed to 

ta e t e g t to t e epublicans
nd s e bene ted ro  t e isu-

al contrast w en s e stood side by 
side on  ne t to anders, wit  is
slig t unc , is so ew at garbled 
style o  speec , and a o ent w en
e cupped is and be ind is ear, 

signaling t at e adn t eard t e 
uestion

e e o ed yesterday  Despite 
any decades in t e political trenc -

es, s e didn t  t was a ni ty tric  
urns out s e s a bit o  a sorceress 

as well

Clinton stands her ground in debate

She mixed 
confidence 

and 
moments 
of passion 

with 
instances of 
humor, and 
her manner 

was less 
didactic 

and robotic 
than it can 
often be.
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Jessica Knorzer happily shakes hands with Clatsop County Circuit 

Court Judge Phil Nelson after completing the county’s Drug Court 

program in 2011. Nelson brought the adult drug court to the area.

Frank  

Bruni

Submitted Photo

Astoria’s Deac Guidi sings at the Astoria Music Festival in 2014. 

Denise 

Reed

 lippings ro  t e press o  t e 
aci c ort west and t e nation

It was i possible not to eel 
a sense o  relie  watc ing t e 

De ocratic debate a ter ont s 
do inated by t e epublican 
circus o  aters, ranters and t at 
ery special group o  ing illers 

in ongress  or t ose despair-
ing about t e uture o  erican 
politics, ere was proo  t at it 
doesn t a e to re ol e around 
candidates w o pride t e sel es 
on nowing not ing or belie e 
t at go erning is all about de-
stroying go ern ent

i ility was a big winner on 
uesday nig t, and t e discus-

sion o  real issues was re res -
ing  ut w at stood out ost 
was t e De ocratic arty s 

big tent, capable o  containing 
a spectru  o  reality-based 

iews  ll e candidates  
including two re ugees ro  
w at ad been t e epublican 

arty, incoln a ee, a or er 
epublican senator, and i  
ebb, secretary o  t e a y 

in t e eagan ad inistration 
 a e real records  ey also 

a e real di erences on i port-
ant issues  national security, 
oreign policy, gun sa ety, nan-

cial re or s  ose di erences 
illu inate t e c oices t at a e 
to be ade in go erning, so e 
li ely to be success ul, so e 
ine ecti e

— The New York Times

The grown-ups take the stage


