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Smoke filled the air throughout John Day during the Canyon Creek Complex fire, which reached within 1 mile of the town. For several days the fire closed U.S. Highway 395, which

begins in downtown John Day, where a roadblock was established.

By NANCY McCARTHY
Special to The Daily Astorian

I have always enjoyed Cannon Beach’s com-
bination of green forest and expansive ocean, 
but never more so than upon my recent return 

Cooler temperatures, a bit of rain and even 
some snow in the higher elevations have reduced 

throughout the Northwest were assigned to the 
-

raging through the Malheur National Forest and 

Dry, rolling hills

Cannon Beach is surrounded by nearly always 

west, John Day, in the high desert, is surrounded 
by dry, rolling hills, mostly bare, except for a few 

-
al Forest, containing grasslands, juniper, sage and 
pine trees, among other species, is home to the 

jagged lightning bolts charge the earth, one after 

Following the lightning show, the citywide si-
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she traveled to a family reunion here on the North 

members at the newspaper that day, three had to 

‘Get out of there now’

-

part-time reporter, spent the next several days 

which proved to be a lifeline for the sparsely pop-

-

-

-

-

the North Coast, where everyone is either related, 

Lost everything
Those who stopped by had lost everything, or 

how his house had been saved because his neigh-

Carpenter, the Eagle’s reporter who had just re-
turned from vacation, telling her how he wouldn’t 
be alive if a friend hadn’t alerted him to the evac-

-

-

staff, who either grew up in the community or who 

They could show us on a map what commu-
nity the latest evacuation notice covered and tell 
us who might have a house or ranch there or why 
the potential destruction of a beloved campground 

-

away, was confused by the localities within the

Meanwhile, residents in the local community
-

ho donated enough items for those who had been
-

grounds, and a former school building had to be

daily with donations for community members, hay
-

butions to a local credit union fund have topped

you signs covered every telephone pole and fence

which went off in the middle of the night several

with a new evacuation alert for an area that, until

-
lisher’s house, and she and her family were evac-

was threatened several times; they were on notice

side of the highway, who formed a caravan on the

-

But if that disaster did occur, I can only expect
that we on the North Coast would respond as those 

Nancy McCarthy is the former editor of the 
Cannon Beach Gazette and the Seaside Signal.

AS OREGON’S WILDFIRES SPREAD, 
SO DID THE COMPASSION destructive in state history

George Plaven/EO Media Group

Clinton Shaver, with the Molalla Rural 

Fire District, watches as a tree goes up 

in flames on the Canyon Creek Complex 

south of John Day. 
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