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In August, Surfrider mea-
sured 518 organisms per 100 
milliliters in the ocean near 
Gower Street, well above the 
158 organisms per 100 millili-
ters threshold considered safe 
under the Oregon Beach Mon-
itoring Program, run through 
the Oregon Health Authority. 

High measurements of E. 
coli in fresh water and en-
terococcus in marine water 
are indicators of the possible 
presence of fecal matter and a 
potential health hazard.

Watershed Council Chair-
man Mike Manzulli said the 
city’s beaches have some of 
the highest pollution readings 
in Oregon. 

In 2013, 12 percent of 
Cannon Beach’s results ex-
ceeded the national Beach 
Action Value safety thresh-
old, according to the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. 
Sunset Bay State Park in Coos 
County was the worst, with 35 
percent of its results exceed-
ing the health threshold.

Manzulli noted two recur-
ring themes: high readings at 
the Gower Street and Chisana 
Creek outfalls, and “city deni-
al” of potential infrastructure 
problems. He said a Cannon 
Beach 2012 study suggest-
ed the need for infrastructure 
testing, but to his knowledge, 
the testing never happened. 
“The city does not know the 
source of all the contamina-
tion,” he said, adding Cannon 
Beach needs to investigate 
further.

Public Works Director 
Dan Grassick countered that 
the city did take steps to nd 
solutions for the high read-
ings. No health issues were 
determined, he said.

In 2013, Oregon reported 
94 beaches, only 16 of which 
were monitored, according 
to the Natural Resources De-
fense Council. 

Grassick suggested wide-
spread testing rather than lim-
ited samplings, which would 
enable the city to compare its 
results with more locations in 
Oregon.

City testing ceased
Advisories are issued for 

marine water when bacteria 
counts are high because of the 
potential of ingesting contam-
inants during swimming and 
sur ng. Symptoms include 
diarrhea, cramps and nausea.

An advisory was not is-
sued on Aug. 29, however, be-
cause Surfrider is not vetted 
under the Oregon Department 
of Environmental Quality.

It is not unusual for Can-
non Beach to receive at least 
one health advisory per year.

Cannon Beach did its own 
testing for nearly a decade, 
mirroring what the Oregon 
Beach Monitoring Program 
does in the summer. 

Over the last three years, 
Cannon Beach wastewater 
staff moved farther up the ba-
sins, attempting to determine 
the source for high readings. 
Grassick said city staff used 
optical brighteners to look 
for human causes of the pol-
lution, particularly household 
detergents and cleansers used 
in laundries and bathrooms.

“To date, we’ve found 
nothing,” he said Monday. 

Not nding any issues with 
the wastewater system and 
spending $15,000 a year just 
to collect numbers, Grassick 
said the city decided not to 
put money in the budget for 
testing this year. “We didn’t 
get rid of the program, we just 
put it in the closet,” he said. 

The program was halted 
this July. 

This concerned Surfrid-
er and the Ecola Water-
shed Council. “The city has 
stopped its own testing, so 
we’re concerned about what 
could be happening,” Cruse 
said at the council meeting.

Lack of a pattern
Grassick said Surfrider’s 

data fails to indicate  “a trig-
ger event.” 

Manzulli said Cannon 
Beach’s uctuating visitor 
population could be the cause 
of high enterococcal and E. 
coli numbers, stressing the 
sewer system during the sum-
mer season.

Grassick said he would like 
to see more testing along the 
coast before jumping to any 
conclusions. “The life of bac-
teria is ashing,” he said, add-
ing a morning sample could 

produce high results, while an 
afternoon one doesn’t. 

Cruse agreed they have yet 
to nd any consistent patterns, 
though readings are typically 
higher after a rain event.

Test results fail to explain 
the random high readings 
during dry spells, however. 

City Councilor Mike Bene-
eld said he would like testers 

to focus on the reasons why. 
“I think it’s a problem, don’t 
get me wrong,” he said. “But 
the city did look and it doesn’t 
appear to be a single source.”

Future discussions
When the city conduct-

ed its own testing, staff did 
not nd human waste issues, 
Grassick said. Public Works 

performed DNA testing twice, 
sending samples to labora-
tories at Oregon State Uni-
versity. The sampling was 
inconclusive, although it did 
point to nonhuman, mammal 
contamination.

Manzulli said he is not 
fully convinced. He asked for 
smoke or dye tests to deter-
mine if there are infrastruc-
ture issues leading to the high 
readings.

Cruse said Surfrider has 
been successful in other 
coastal cities. Working with 
Newport in Lincoln County, 
the city discovered sewer in-
frastructure problems through 
smoke and dye testing. This 
enabled the city to remediate 
the situation.

Jessie Jones, who works 
with the North Coast Surfrid-
er Foundation, added there are 
loans and grants available for 
such work.

Grassick said Cannon Beach 
went through smoke testing 
about seven years ago. In New-
port’s case, Grassick said, the 
historic Nye Beach sector was 
not connected to the sewer sys-
tem, resulting in issues. 

He recalled one particular 
case in Cannon Beach where 
a restroom was improper-
ly connected at a hotel. That 
happened decades ago during 
construction, however, and 
was xed. 

Mayor Sam Steidel not-
ed that there’s also been dye 
tests in the past. Each failed to 

reveal any systemic problems 
with the city’s infrastructure. 
“Our sewer system is always 
in need of repair,” Steidel 
said. “I think Dan (Grassick) 
is always on top of that.”

Grassick said he’d like 
more discussions to center on 
health risks and concerns. If 
the contaminants aren’t hu-
man in origin, what are the 
risks?

“Our rst concern should 
be public health and safety,” 
Manzulli said. 

Water: Our rst concern should be public health and safety’ 
Continued from Page 1A

Hannah Moore with the 
Oregon Beach Monitoring 

Program tested ocean 
water near Gower Street in 

Cannon Beach in July.
Dani Palmer/EO Media Group

 Prices in this ad are effective 6 AM Wednesday, September 30, 2015 thru Tuesday, October 6, 2015 (unless otherwise noted) in all Safeway stores in Oregon and S.W. Washington stores serving Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Clark, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat Counties. Items offered for sale are not available to other dealers or 
wholesalers. Sales of products containing ephedrine, pseudoephedrine or phenylpropanolamine limited by law. Quantity rights reserved. SOME ADVERTISING ITEMS MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. Some advertised prices may be even lower in some stores. On Buy One, Get One Free (“BOGO”) offers, customer must 
purchase the fi rst item to receive the second item free. BOGO offers are not 1/2 price sales. If only a single item purchased, the regular price applies. Manufacturers’ coupons may be used on purchased items only — not on free items. Limit one coupon per purchased item. Customer will be responsible for tax and deposits as 
required by law on the purchased and free items. No liquor sales in excess of 52 gallons. No liquor sales for resale. Liquor sales at licensed Safeway stores only. © 2015 Safeway Inc. Availability of items may vary by store. Online and In-store prices, discounts and offers may differ.

DONATE
What’s the future worth?
Every donation helps to provide scholarships 

and mentoring services for Oregon youth 
which we believe is an investment in all of our 

futures. Donate today to the Oregon Community 
Quarterback Scholarship, benefi ting The 

Harrington Family Foundation, 
and Friends of the Children. 

Low income students are six times more 
likely to drop out of high school. Derek Anderson

Former OSU Quarterback
Joey Harrington
Former Oregon Quarterback

* Use this Savings Award on any shopping trip you choose at any Oregon Safeway store and S.W. 
Washington stores serving Clark, Wahkiakum, Cowlitz, Skamania, Walla Walla and Klickitat counties 
by 10/6/15. This $10.00 Savings Award excludes purchases of Alcoholic Beverages, Fluid Dairy 
Products, Tobacco, US Postage Stamps,  Trimet Bus/Commuter Passes, Money Orders, Container 
Deposits, Lottery, Gift Cards, Gift Certificates Sales, All Pharmacy Prescription Purchases, Safeway 
Club Savings, Safeway Store Coupons and Sales Tax. One Savings Award redeemable per household.  
COUPON CANNOT BE DOUBLED. Online and in-store prices, discounts, and offers may differ.

Save on your next grocery purchase of $50 or more* with your 
Safeway Club Card and this Savings Award.

$10OFF $50 or
 more*

093015_DailyAstorian_8.722x17_P1
PG 1,P1,P2

Valid 9/29/15 thru 10/6/15clip or CLICK! ®

Fresh Ground Beef
73% Lean. 
Sold in 3-lb. Roll. 
Only $7.47 ea.

Clementines
3-lb. bag.

249
lb

199
ea

599
ea

239
ea
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8-Piece 
Mixed Chicken
Baked or Fried. 
2 Breasts, 2 Thighs, 
2 Wings and 2 Legs.

Kraft Shredded 
or Cracker Barrel 
Cheese
6 to 8-oz.

Pantry 
Essentials™ Milk
1-gallon. Whole, 
2%, 1% or Fat Free.
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Safeway® Kitchens 
Breakfast Breads
16 to 22-oz. 
Selected varieties.

$5ea

3 
for $5

Limit 
1


