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By HILLARY BORRUD
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Government of-
ficials across Oregon could get
a clearer idea of when they can
meet behind closed doors next
year, when the Oregon Govern-
ment Ethics Commission plans
to begin a process to clarify
state law on executive sessions.

The Legislature passed a
law earlier this year to give
the Ethics Commission au-
thority to write administra-
tive rules that will spell out
how the state should apply
the law on executive sessions.
Oregon’s open meetings law
requires city councils, coun-
ty commissions and other
government decision-making
bodies to conduct business
in public sessions, with a few
exceptions. These include dis-
cussions of litigation, real es-
tate transactions and employ-
ee discipline.

Ron Bersin, executive
director of the Ethics Com-
mission, plans to hire a new
employee next month to draft
the rules and present a series
of proposed rule changes to
the commission for approval
throughout 2016.

“Really, it’s about clari-
fying the bigger issues that
come before the commis-
sion,” Bersin said.

For example, Bersin said
public employees have filed
complaints alleging that pub-
lic bodies such as city coun-
cils and county commissions
violated the law by failing
to provide adequate notice
before holding executive
sessions to discipline public
employees. State law allows
public bodies to hold closed-
door meetings to discipline or
fire employees, but the em-
ployees can also request the
meeting be held in public.

Public bodies are supposed

‘Really, it's about clarifying
the bigger issues that come
before the commission.”

Ron Bersin

executive director of the Ethics Commission

to provide sufficient advance
notice for the employee to
request an open meeting, ac-
cording to the attorney gen-
eral’s public meetings manu-
al. However, Bersin said the
vagueness of the law on this
issue makes it difficult for the
Ethics Commission to deter-
mine whether a city council or
county commission provided
enough notice to employees
ahead of disciplinary meet-
ings.

Sensitive legal issues

Another section of the law
that governing boards and
commissions often rely upon

to hold closed-door meetings
allows executive sessions so
the officials can consult with
their attorneys about “current
litigation or litigation likely to
be filed.”

Often, these meetings con-
cern sensitive or controversial
issues on which the boards or
commissions might expect a
lawsuit in the future, but no
one has yet filed or given no-
tice of intent to file a lawsuit.

Bersin said there are also
questions about whether public
bodies can construe consulting
with their lawyers to apply to
meetings in which they read a
document from the lawyer, but

THE DAILY ASTORIAN * MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2015

Executive session rules under review

the lawyer is not present.
“These are the things that
the statutes don’t give great
clarity to, and the (attorney
general) tries to give some
clarity through its publica-
tion,” Bersin said. “But we
hope to give better clarity so
that people don’t run afoul
with us. This rule making is re-
ally an educational effort. It’s
not an enforcement effort.”

News media access

One controversial propos-
al that never made it into the
legislation that authorized the
new rules — Senate Bill 294
— would have tasked the Eth-
ics Commission with writing
rules on who qualifies as a
journalist in Oregon, at least
as it pertains to the public
meetings law.

Oregon’s unique law al-
lows members of the me-
dia to attend most executive
sessions and during the past

decade, city councilors and
other public officials in Or-
egon struggled to figure out
whether to allow bloggers
into closed-door meetings.
In most states, journalists are
excluded from executive ses-
sions along with other mem-
bers of the public.

During the legislative ses-
sion, the Association of Ore-
gon Counties also proposed
an amendment that would
have allowed cities and coun-
ties to adopt ordinances to
define who qualified as rep-
resentatives of the media.
However, lawmakers did not
adopt that amendment and the
bill the Legislature eventually
passed specifically prohibited
the Ethics Commission from
adopting rules to define who
qualifies as the news media.

The Capital Bureau is a
collaboration  between EQO
Media Group and Pamplin
Media Group.
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Have you waited until the end of the year

to utilize your insurance benefits?

Klemp Family Dentistry now offers
CEREC by Sirona ceramic dental restorations.
Your new crowns can be completed in

Typical restorations require uncomfortable

temporaries and impression trays, and
returning for a secondary appointment for

fillings, veneers or full crowns.

CEREC restorations are all color matched,
metal free and highly durable. With 30 years of research and development

backing this process, 28 million restorations placed worldwide and a success
rate of 95%, you can rest assured that you’ve made the right decision to trust
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Legislators back i Salem
to hold interim meetings

By HILLARY BORRUD
Capital Bureau
Oregon lawmakers will

return to Salem to hold inter-
im meetings today through
Wednesday and although a con-
troversial hearing on Planned
Parenthood has been canceled,
people involved still expect
several political hot topics to
come up for discussion.

Here are a few of the po-
tential highlights:

* Child welfare and fos-
ter care. Lawmakers will
hear from former employees
of the foster care agency Give
Us Day, after a recent story
in Willamette Week about
problems at the company’s
facilities. *+ Medicaid reim-
bursement rates. Oregon’s
reimbursement rates for orga-
nizations that serve the state’s
low-income Medicaid pop-

Public meetings

MONDAY
Port of Astoria Commission, 8:30 a.m.,
workshop, Log Conference Center (Building

ulation will drop slightly on
average this year, and one of
the organizations has already
filed a lawsuit against the state
over the rate changes.

There’s a lot of money in-
volved, and lawmakers want
the Oregon Health Authority
to explain the rate changes.

* Energy tax credits. News
reports this summer found the
Oregon Department of Energy
was allowing energy tax cred-
its to be sold at deep discounts,
despite lawmakers’ attempts to
regulate prices through legis-
lation. Lawmakers have two
hearings on the tax credits
scheduled next week.

State Rep. Phil Barnhart,
D-Springfield, the chairman of
the House Interim Committee
on Revenue, has criticized the
Department of Energy’s han-
dling of the tax credits, say-
ing the agency’s decision to

quietly allow negotiated sales
ignored the clear intent of the
Legislature to regulate prices.

According to one person
preparing for the hearings,
Gov. Kate Brown left the issue
in the Legislature’s court earli-
er this month — Brown said in
a statement the energy agency
would work with the Legisla-
ture to clarify handling of the
tax credits — and “attention
is moving away from how did
we get here to OK, we need to
clarify where we’re going.”

* Untested rape Kits. Or-
egon received nearly $4 mil-
lion earlier this month from
the U.S. Bureau of Justice and
Manhattan District Attorney
Cyrus Vance Jr. to help clear a
backlog of 4,700 untested rape
kits in the state. Now, lawmak-
ers are also interested in poten-
tially drafting legislation to ad-
dress the problem in the future.

brary, 1700 S.E. Main Ave.

7425), Camp Rilea, 91204 Rilea Oregon Road,

Warrenton.

Warrenton-Hammond School Board, 6
p.m., board retreat, Warrenton High School li-

Sept. 25, 2015

Seaside City Council, 7 p.m., City Hall,
989 Broadway.

TUESDAY

Port of Astoria Commission, noon, special
meeting, old Port offices, 422 Gateway Ave.

BRUTON, Cliffton Scott, 48, of Astoria, died in Astoria. Caldwell’s Luce-Layton Mortuary in
Astoria is in charge of the arrangements.

OREGON
Sunday’s Pick 4:
1 p.m.: 8-8-6-3
4 p.m.: 4-5-2-5
7 p-m.: 3-0-7-8
10 p.m.: 1-7-6-5
Saturday’s Megabucks:
11-15-33-34-39-40

Estimated jackpot: $3.6
million.
Saturday’s  Powerball:

23-31-42-50-57, Powerball: 5
Estimated jackpot: $267
million.
Saturday’s Pick 4:
1pm.: 1-1-1-7
4 p.m.: 2-2-6-1
7 p-m.: 4-2-6-1
10 p.m.: 8-9-1-4
Friday’s Pick 4:

1 p.m.: 6-4-8-3
4 p.m.: 6-0-7-7
7 p.m.: 8-4-1-2
10 p.m.: 6-6-1-8

WASHINGTON

Sunday’s Daily Game:
7-9-0

Sunday’s Keno: 02-07-
10-11-25-27-28-32-33-34-40-
47-52-54-55-56-57-69-74-78

Sunday’s Match 4: 05-
14-15-24

Saturday’s Daily Game:
2-7-3

Saturday’s Hit 5: 03-12-
15-31-35

Estimated
$100,000.

Saturday’s Keno: 02-03-

Jjackpot:

04-09-11-24-27-28-32-33-
42-47-52-56-61-67-70-76-
77-78

Saturday’s Lotto: 01-04-
18-23-34-44

Estimated jackpot: $4.6
million.

Saturday’s Match 4: 02-
12-16-21

Friday’s Daily Game:
3-3-9

Friday’s Keno: 02-04-09-
10-12-15-16-27-30-34-36-43-
47-51-54-60-62-68-76-77

Friday’s Match 4: 06-14-
18-21

Friday’s Mega Millions:
03-08-38-51-64, Mega Ball: 4

Estimated jackpot: $31
million.

day prior.

day of publication.

3211, ext. 257.

OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and
upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/forms/obits,
by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The
Daily Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-
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