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Pope: Francis advocates abolition of the death penalty
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meeting with homeless people
at the Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Washington.
Late in the day he was leaving
for New York for more prayer
services and a speech to the
United Nations.

The pope’s whirlwind three-
day visit to Washington was the
first stop on a three-city U.S.
tour that winds up in Philadel-
phia.

On Wednesday he was
cheered by jubilant crowds as
he visited the White House —
where he and President Barack
Obama embraced each other’s
warnings on climate change —
paraded through Washington
streets in his “popemobile,”
addressed U.S. bishops, noting
the clergy sex abuse scandal,
and celebrated a Mass of Can-
onization for Junipero Serra,
the Spanish friar who founded
major California missions.

Introducing himself at the
Capitol as “a son of this great
continent,” the Argentine pope,
reading his remarks slowly in
English, spoke from the same
dais where presidents deliv-
er their State of the Union
speeches. Behind him sat Vice
President Joe Biden and House
Speaker John Boehner, the first
and second in line to the presi-
dency, both Catholics. Outside,
tens of thousands watched on
giant screens, and many more
were watching on TV around
the world.

Lawmakers of all political
backgrounds and religious af-
filiations eagerly welcomed the
pope, pledging to pause from
the bickering and dysfunction
that normally divide them and
hear him out. Yet Francis spoke
to a Congress that has dead-
locked on immigration legisla-
tion, at a time when there are

more than 11 million people
in the U.S. illegally, and where
some lawmakers have balked
at Obama administration plans
to accept more of the migrants
from Syria and elsewhere who
are now flooding Europe.

Indeed, Francis arrived at a
moment of particular turmoil
for Congress, with a partial
government shutdown looming
next week unless lawmakers
can resolve a dispute over fund-
ing for Planned Parenthood
related to the group’s practices
providing fetal tissue for re-
search.

Francis steered clear of

such controversies, alluding
only in passing to the Catholic
Church’s opposition to abortion
when he noted, to applause,
“our responsibility to protect
and defend human life at every
stage of its development.”

He advocated abolition of
the death penalty, something
that enjoys support from a
number of lawmakers of both
parties at the federal level, and
spoke out against fundamental-
ism of all kinds, while urging
care in combating it.

“A delicate balance is re-
quired to combat violence
perpetrated in the name of a

religion, an ideology or an eco-
nomic system, while also safe-
guarding religious freedom,
intellectual freedom and indi-
vidual freedoms,” Francis said.

On immigration, Francis
urged lawmakers — and the
United States as a whole — not
to be afraid of migrants but to
welcome them as fellow human
beings, not things that can be
discarded just because they are
troublesome.

Francis, the son of Italian
immigrants to Argentina, re-
called that America itself was
founded by immigrants, that
many lawmakers are descend-

Bill O’Leary/The Washington Post
Pope Francis along with the congressional leadership, and local clergy, speaks from the Speaker’s Balcony on Capitol
Hill in Washington today following his address to a joint meeting of Congress.

ed from foreigners and that that
new generations must not “turn
their back on our neighbors.”

Given an ovation when he
spoke of the Golden Rule, he
said, “Let us treat others with
the same passion and compas-
sion with which we want to be
treated.”

He reiterated his stance on
climate change, “the environ-
mental deterioration caused by
human activity.”

Yet in calling for action
on the climate and to combat
poverty, Francis took care to
insist he was not anti-business,
as some conservatives have
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suggested. He quoted a Cath-
olic teaching document calling
business “a noble vocation, di-
rected to producing wealth and
improving the world.”

Many lawmakers  had
vowed to preserve decorum
throughout the speech and
members of both parties lis-
tened intently, yet they did not
completely contain their reac-
tions. The mention of climate
change drew standing cheers
from Democrats while Repub-
licans stood to applaud the ref-
erence to abortion. One Demo-
cratic House member let out a
whoop of delight at the pope’s
call to abolish the death penalty.

Republicans in particular
also loudly applauded as Fran-
cis asserted the importance of
family life and bemoaned that
“fundamental relationships are
being called into question as
is the very basis of marriage
and the family.” The Catholic
Church opposes gay marriage,
recently legalized by the Su-
preme Court.

Francis also criticized the
arms trade, significant before
Congress because the United
States is the world’s largest ex-
porter of weapons.

On Thursday, security was
tight outside the Capitol, with
streets blocked off and a heavy
police presence that rivaled an
Inauguration or State of the
Union address by the U.S. pres-
ident. The scene on the West
Lawn was festive but orderly.

Francis enjoys approval rat-
ings the envy of any U.S. poli-
tician as he’s remade the image
of the Catholic Church toward
openness and compassion, yet
without changing fundamental
church doctrine. Addressing a
chamber full of elected officials
Thursday, he may have been
the most adept politician in the
room.

LNG: It will be months before applications arrive at the commission
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“It’s important to note that
we can hear from constitu-
ents,” Balensifer said at Tues-
day’s meeting. “We’re not ig-
noring constituents.”

When it comes to general ex-
pressions of support or opposi-
tion unrelated to the facts of the
application, “we can hear from
constituents on that,” he said.

But when it comes to in-per-
son feedback from constituents,
the commissioners can choose

to either shy away from con-
versations that broach the facts
of the applications, or they can
take detailed notes and disclose
the conversations, which would
become part of the record.
Balensifer said that con-
stituents who wish to make
pointed remarks on the LNG
permit applications’ substance
should send them to the city’s
planning staff since it will be
months before the applications
come before the commission.
Earlier this month, Plan-

ning Director Skip Urling rec-
ommended, at a two-part pub-
lic hearing, that Daniel Kearns,
a land use attorney from Port-
land serving as hearings offi-
cer, approve Oregon LNG’s
permit applications. Kearns
said he will probably issue
a written decision between
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Whether Kearns approves
or denies the applications, the
decision will almost certainly
be appealed to the City Com-
mission, casting the commis-
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sion in a quasi-judicial role.

As they must with any land
use application that has a qua-
si-judicial bearing, the commis-
sioners must act impartially and
base their decision on the city’s
codes and standards. Laws that
restrict private conversations
about a project exist, theoret-
ically, to ensure the commis-
sioners’ interpretation of those
codes and standards is formed
during the public hearing, not
before, Balensifer said.

“That’s part of trying to

PIace classified ads online at www.dailyastorian.com or call 503-325-3211

make sure that we remain un-
biased, per the law, and are ob-
jective according to the facts
and evidence in the record,”
Balensifer said.

He added that, where LNG
is concerned, the commission
has to exercise caution and
uphold the integrity of the
process. “We’ll do our due dil-
igence,” he said. But “we still
intend to hear — and will hear
— from constituents.”

Mayor Mark Kujala said
he has told constituents, when
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they approach him in a store or
post office, that the commis-
sion is “trying to be extremely
careful about being biased, and
we want to make sure that we
are going to be hearing this as
an executive board.”

“I think everybody’s been
extremely respectful and un-
derstands what position we
are in, and what our role is
going to be when it comes to
an appeal, as (the LNG permit
applications) likely will be ap-
pealed,” Kujala said.
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ound: Svenson area, end of July,
grey tabby type cat.
Also, Hammond area, calico cat.
Call 503-861-2003 to positively
identify or with info.
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[ TRIO Student Support Services
Guidance Coordinator/Disability
Services Coordinator:
Partially grant funded position with
benefits. View job
description/qualifications and
apply on-line at our web
site www.clatsopcc.edu.
Applications must be submitted by
5PM on October 30, 2015.
Call the Office of Human Resources
at Clatsop Community
College 503 338-2406 if
application assistance is needed.
AA/EOE

WE DELIVER!

Please leave a light on or install
motion detector lights to make
your carrier’s job easier. Thanks!
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Riverwalk Inn on the beautiful
Columbia River at the
Port of Astoria is under
new management.
Our new leadership team is
looking for team players for the
following positions
Front Desk, housekeeping, and
maintenance.
Apply at 400 Industry St., Astoria

ERROR AND CANCELLATIONS

Please read your ad on the first day.
If you see an error, The Daily
Astorian will gladly re-run your ad
correctly. We accept responsibility
for the first incorrect insertion, and
then only to the extent of a cor-
rected insertion or refund of the
price paid. To cancel or correct an
ad, call 503-325-3211 or 1-800-
781-3211.

Occasionally  other  companies
make telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These companies
are not affiliated with The Daily
Astorian and customers are under
no obligation to participate.

If you would like to contact the
attorney general or be put on the
do not call list, here are the links
to both of them

Complaint form link:
http:/www.doj.state.or.us/
finfraud/
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BEACH LODGINGS

Award Winning Hotel Property
seeks Front Desk Professional

Outgoing with a pleasant speaking
voice, excellent grammar and
impeccable customer service.
Willingness to do light
housekeeping. Competitive wages
and excellent benefits.

Please e-mail resume to
Tracy@DistinctiveBeachLodgings.
com

Cashier/Clerk
Accepting application for honest,
friendly, self-motivated individual for
a full-time position. Starting pay
$10.25 per hour.

Pre Employment screening
required.
Applications available at
Bud’s RV in Gearhart
4412 Hwy. 101 North
Gearhart, OR. 97138

Clatsop Care Center offering the
following opportunities:
FT dietary aide,
Licensed nursing for
FT nights and on call,
CNA's.

Employer paid benefits upon
eligibility. Join our caring team!
Applications at
www.clatsopcare.org or at 646
16th St. Astoria. EOE
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Columbia Memorial Hospital
seeks candidates for the
following:
Full or Part Time ortunities
-Billing Clerk
-Certified Surgical Tech
+Clinical Analyst
“CNA / Patient Care Tech
-Desktop Support Technician
-Foundation Executive Director
«Integration & Interface Specialist
-Lab Aide / Phlebotomist
-Medical Assistant
‘Medical Technologist
“Occupational Therapist
*PACS Administrator
“Quality & Performance]
Improvement Coordinator

‘Radiologic Tech
-Staff RN

Relief/Intermittent Opportunities
-Lab Aide/Phlebotomist

-Staff RN
-Medical Technologist
-Housekeeper

Become a member of our Planetree
Designated team by viewing and
applying for our current and
up-to-date opportunities at
www.columbiamemorial.org.
CMH is an Equal Opportunity
Employer committed to the
development of an inclusive,
multicultural community.

CMH seeks exceptional

ey '|
1 |
individuals

to serve as volunteers. For more

information call (503)791-7408
or visit our website.
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CLASSIFIED/INSIDE SALES
[The Daily Astorian is looking for an
individual with excellent customer
service skills, both in person and
over the phone. Someone who
brings an upbeat and ‘go get ‘em”
attitude to the table, works well
with a team as well as alone. This
position requires great computer
skills, accurate spelling, the ability
to receive incoming classified
advertising calls as well as calling
advertisers back for ad renewals.
Manage special monthly projects
requiring cold calls. Must be
persistent and be able to handle
rejection with ease.

This is a full time position, working
Monday through Friday. Evenings
and weekends off, plus paid
holidays! Competitive wage plus
commissions.

Benefits include paid time off (PTO),
insurances and a 401(k)/Roth
401 (k) retirement plan. Send
resume and letter of interest to:

EO Media Group
P.O. Box 2048
Salem, OR 97308-2048
by fax to: 503-371-2935
or e-mail: hr@eomediagroup.com

Daily Astorian Mg

Distribution Department

[Opportunity to work part-time in the
packaging and distributing
department at The Daily
Astorian.

Duties include using machines to
place inserts into the newspaper
labeling newspapers and moving
the papers from the press. Must
be able to regularly lift 40 Ibs. in a
fast-paced environment.
Mechanical aptitude helpful and
the ability to work well with others
is required. Pre-employment drug
test required. Benefits include paid
time off (PTO), and a 401(k)/Roth
401 (k) retirement plan.

Pick up an application at
The Daily Astorian

at 949 Exchange St. or send resume

to EO Media Group, PO Box 2048,
Salem, OR 97308-2048,
e-mail: hr@eomediagroup.com




