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Increased oil shipments mean new inspectors

By HILLARY BORRUD
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Oregon will
have four new railroad in-
spectors by January to check
tracks, hazardous materials
shipments and railroad com-
panies’ compliance with oth-
er federal regulations.

The new hires will bring
the total number of state rail-
way inspectors to 11. There
are also nine Federal Rail-
road Administration inspec-
tors in Oregon.

The Oregon Department
of Transportation hired the
compliance specialists in
response to concerns about
increased crude-by-rail ship-
ments through Oregon and
several oil train derailments
and explosions elsewhere in
the United States and Cana-
da.

Michael Lang, conserva-
tion director for Friends of
the Columbia Gorge, said the
addition of new inspectors
is a positive development.
Friends of the Columbia
Gorge has raised concerns
about increased oil-by-rail
shipments through the gorge
and elsewhere in Oregon.

“We celebrate having
more inspectors,” Lang said.
“It won’t solve the problem
obviously, but it’s important
to have inspectors.”

Oregon’s rail inspection
program is voluntary. The
Federal Railroad Administra-
tion has inspectors in Oregon

and other states, and states
can also sign agreements
with the federal agency so
that local inspectors can also
enforce federal railroad laws.

The new inspectors are
going through extensive
classroom and field training
and must be certified by the
Federal Railroad Administra-
tion before they can conduct
inspections alone, accord-
ing to ODOT. John John-
son, manager of rail safety
for ODOT, said the agency
started hiring the additional
inspectors in May.

“We plan to have them
certified by the first of the
year,” Johnson said.

Former  Gow. John
Kitzhaber requested the ad-
ditional inspectors last year,
and Johnson said ODOT fi-
nally hired them after com-
pleting a process to transfer
vacant jobs from other agen-
cies to the transportation de-
partment.

The new inspectors will
begin work at a time when
thousands of carloads of oil
still enter the state each year,
although the shipments ap-
pear to have leveled off as oil
prices dropped.

Burlington Northern Santa
Fe Railway and Union Pacif-
ic trains carried 24,199 car-
loads of crude oil, natural gas
and natural gasoline on Ore-
gon rail lines in 2014, a 340
percent increase from 5,491
carloads in 2012, according
to data from ODOT. Crude
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oil accounts for the majority
of that figure and although
ODOT does not yet have data
for 2015, convention wisdom
is that oil shipments through
Oregon declined this year,
according to agency spokes-
woman Shelley Snow.

A different metric, reports
that railways filed with the
State Fire Marshal’s Office,
showed the short line Port-
land and Western Railroad
expected to move fewer
large shipments of oil this
year from North Dakota’s
Bakken formation through
Multnomah and Columbia
counties to the Port West-
ward export terminal near
Clatskanie.

In June 2014, the railroad
told the state it expected three
trains per week with at least 1
million gallons of North Da-
kota crude, the equivalent of
approximately 35 tank cars,
to move through the coun-
ties. By February, the rail-
road lowered the weekly es-
timate to a range of zero to
three trains per week.

The reports provide only
a partial picture of oil ship-
ments, because the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation
only requires the reports for
Bakken oil-by-rail shipments
1 million gallons or larger and
railways only file the reports
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when the volume increases
or decreases 25 percent from
the previous report.

Lang said he expects the
amount of oil shipped on
trains through the Colum-
bia River gorge and entire
Northwest region will only
increase in the future. He cit-
ed a report by the Sightline
Institute that there are 15 ex-
isting or planned export ter-
minals and refineries in Ore-
gon and Washington, plus the
potential for a new oil termi-
nal in Longview, Wash.

“Honestly, in the foresee-
able future, we don’t see sig-
nificant decreases in the con-
sumption of oil,” Lang said.

ODOT wanted inspectors
who have prior experience
working with trains, and one
inspector is a former railroad
general manager. Another
is a former assistant general
manager of a railroad, the
third has 31 years of experi-
ence enforcing federal track
regulations at a transit agen-
cy, and the fourth inspector
was previously a city fire
marshal.

“It’s a high-level position,
so we expect a lot of back-
ground experience before we
allow them out in the field,”
Johnson said.

It can take more than a
year for railroad inspectors to
obtain federal certification.
The new hires’” previous ex-
perience with trains “aided us
in reducing the time it takes
to get them through the on
the job training schedule,”
Johnson said. The Federal
Railroad Administration paid
for the new state inspectors
to attend out-of-state classes,
and the inspectors have shad-
owed both state and federal
inspectors in the field.

Oregon Department of Transportation
Chris Kuenzi, a hazardous materials specialist with the
Oregon Department of Transportation, demonstrates how
he inspects service valves on a tank car. ODOT hired four
additional rail inspectors starting in May in response to
concerns about increased oil-by-rail shipments. The new
employees are in training and could be ready to begin in-

specting rail operations in January.

The state paid for the
new hazardous materials
inspector to travel to North
Dakota to observe how oil
shipments originate in the
state. Johnson said the goal
of the trip was for the in-
spector to “have an idea
what concerns we might
be looking at over in this
state.”

Annual salaries for rail
inspectors range from near-
ly $53,000 to approximately
$78,000, according to ODOT.

“We don’t rush them into
getting their certifications,”
Johnson said. “We want to
make sure they’re fully com-
pliant and able to do the job
so we know we have safe
railroads in Oregon.”

Sept. 18, 2015
WILDER, Charles Harbi-
son “Charlie,” 75, of Astoria,
died in Astoria. Hughes-Ran-
som Mortuary is in charge of
the arrangements.

Public meetings

MONDAY

Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission, 1 p.m.,
public comment meeting, Or-
egon LNG, Clatsop County
Fairgrounds, 92937 Walluski
Loop.

Knappa School Board,
5:30 p.m., Knappa High
School library, 41535 Old U.S.
Highway 30.

Jewell School Board, 6

OREGON
Sunday’s Pick 4:
1 p.m.: 7-0-4-6
4 p.m.: 2-1-6-6
7 p-m.: 6-7-5-8
10 p.m.: 7-4-3-8
Saturday’s Megabucks:
6-8-26-33-45-48
Estimated jackpot: $3 mil-
lion.
Saturday’s
12-17-26-43-48,
24
Estimated jackpot: $208
million.
Saturday’s Pick 4:
1 p.m.: 1-0-2-1
4 p.m.: §8-6-6-4
7 p-m.: 8-5-2-1
10 p.m.: 7-8-0-4
Friday’s Pick 4:

Powerball:
Powerball:

Sept. 19, 2015
RICHTER, Dorothy Anne,
83, of Ocean Park, Wash., died in
Ocean Park. Ocean View Funeral
& Cremation Service in Astoria
is in charge of the arrangements.

p.m., Jewell School library,
83874 Oregon Highway 103.

Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission, 6 p.m.,
public comment meeting, Or-
egon LNG, Clatsop County
Fairgrounds, 92937 Walluski
Loop.

Seaside City Council,
workshop, 6:30 p.m., City
Hall, 989 Broadway.

Astoria City Council, 7

1 p.m.: 2-6-6-6
4 p.m.: 3-5-2-3
7 p.m.: 4-4-1-6
10 p.m.: 3-0-3-6

WASHINGTON

Sunday’s Daily Game:
1-6-7

Sunday’s Keno: 03-06-
14-15-16-20-24-28-29-32-
40-42-43-48-53-59-66-77-
79-80

Sunday’s Match 4: 02-
09-14-18

Saturday’s Daily Game:
2-9-9

Saturday’s Hit 5: 18-31-
34-35-36

Estimated
$280,000.

Saturday’s Keno: 02-04-

jackpot:

MORGAN, Jade Marie, 16,
of Astoria, died as a result of a
car accident near Astoria. Ocean
View Funeral & Cremation Ser-
vice in Astoria is in charge of the
arrangements.

p.m., City Hall, 1095 Duane St.

TUESDAY

Clatsop Care Health Dis-
trict Board, noon, Clatsop
Care Center, 646 16th St.

Astoria Library Board,
5:30 p.m., Astoria Public Li-
brary Flag Room, 450 10th St.

Seaside Airport Advisory
Committee, 6 p.m., City Hall,
989 Broadway.

06-10-13-18-29-31-32-38-
47-50-56-57-58-62-63-72-
77-80

Saturday’s Lotto: 07-16-
30-40-43-47

Estimated jackpot:
million.

Saturday’s Match 4: 05-
15-19-23

Friday’s
5-6-3

Friday’s Keno: 03-04-09-
10-11-17-21-22-27-30-32-33-
42-57-63-65-67-69-76-77

Friday’s Match 4: 01-12-
18-23

Friday’s Mega Millions:
17-34-35-51-65, Mega Ball: 7

Estimated jackpot:  $20
million.

$4.3

Daily Game:

business day prior.

day of publication.

3211, ext. 257.

OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo
and, for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 10 a.m. the

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and
upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/forms/obits,
by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The
Daily Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-
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