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“We looked in Astoria for 
property and there just wasn’t 
any locations there that would 
be feasible and work,” Merila 
said. “Oregon Youth Authori-
ty, Medix and even Costco. All 
of this area is elevated enough 
it’s out of the tsunami zone. It’s 
a matter of there is land here. 
We looked in Astoria, and there 
were not any areas to build.”

Warrenton Mayor Mark Ku-
jala said his city has become 
an attractive place to develop 
since there is plenty of afford-
able, centrally-located land out-
side the tsunami zone. 

“There are a number of es-
sential services, social services 
and community services that 
are wanting to be central in the 
county. Warrenton is centrally 
located,” Kujala said. “We have 
the land to develop and that is 
what is happening. People are 
recognizing that Warrenton is a 
growing hub for both commer-
cial activity and these services 
as well.”

Moving in 
The new Warrenton office is 

about 9,000 square feet, more 
than 1,000 square feet larger 
than the old location in Astoria. 

Merila said the layout of the 
new office will be more effi-
cient. The office connects di-
rectly to a large shop area that 
can store trucks and boats from 
the OSP Fish and Wildlife Di-
vision.

Cort Dokken, an state police 
general services manager, said 
the office is being specially 
built to withstand earthquakes 
and other natural disasters. 

The state police did a similar 
office relocation in Coos Bay 
about five years ago. 

Keeping the Clatsop County 
office open during a disaster is 
important, Dokken said, con-
sidering the other closest area 
command office is in Newport. 
Smaller worksites are in Tilla-
mook and St. Helens. 

Having a sturdy building 
will help keep the local office 
open during a major event. 

“If something bad happens 
we should still be able to oper-
ate,” Dokken said. 
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Andrew Midkiff cuts 

acoustical ceiling tile 

to install in the new Ore-

gon State Police Astoria 

Area Command Center.

A view of some of the 

cubicles inside the new 

Oregon State Police 

Astoria Area Command 

Center in Warrenton. 
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 Th e P rovid en ce H ood  To Coast/
 P ortlan d  To Coast W alk Relays, an d  th e 
 L es Sch w ab H igh  Sch ool Ch allen ge 
 w ould  lik e to th an k th e w on d erful 
 com m u n ity of Seasid e an d  Clatsop 

 Cou n ty resid en ts for partn erin g w ith  u s 
 on  th e largest relay in  th e w orld!  Y ou 

 are all truly am azin g people!

 W ith m ore th an 60,000 individu als visiting Seaside for H ood and Portland To Coast, (m any for 
 the first tim e), th is visit represents a first im pression to a captive audience th at very often lead s to 
 fu ture visits for these individu als and their fam ilies.  This is an econom ic im pact th at goes beyond
 m easure and one th at can very often be a lifelong developm ent of fu ture m em ories in your town.

 H E RE ’S A  RE CA P  O F TH E  E VE N T Y O U  SO  G RA CIO U SL Y  H O STE D :
 • O ver  $550,000  w as fu n d raised , w h ich  goes en tirely tow ard  P rovid en ce 
 Can cer Cen ter an d  th eir con tin u ou s efforts to fin d  a cure for can cer

 • $25,000 in  n ew  fu n d in g w en t to P rovid en ce Seasid e H ospital
 • Th an k s to th e Clatsop Cou n ty clean u p crew  for h elpin g m ak e th e road s 
 as clean  as th ey w ere before th e race

 • $17,000 w as again  d on ated  to Seasid e P arks an d  Recreation
 • Th an k you Seasid e, for supportin g th e race for 26 years in  your 
 com m u n ity!

 • To th e oth er 10+ fu n d raisers alon g th e course; ru n n ers an d  w alkers 
 loved  everyth in g you provid ed , an d  w e h ope you con tin u e to d o so n ext 
 year!

 • W e w ish  th ere w as room  to th an k every in d ivid u al, so let u s en d  w ith  
 th is: SE A SID E  IS SIM P L Y  TH E  BE ST

 hoodtocoast.com  • www.crowdrise.com /H TCPTCRelays


