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Some children, like 
8-year-old Nora Duff of 
Gearhart, dug for caterpillars 
almost as often as carrots; 

-
cent-striped one, her peers 
dropped everything for a 
group inspection.

Backyard bounty
For the second carrot 

harvest in 2013, Brim’s 
Farm & Garden in Astoria 
donated a pound of carrot 
seeds to the food bank — 
and the MOMS Club has 
used those seeds ever since, 
which has so far produced 
about 10,000 pounds of car-
rots. Last year alone, the 
group harvested about 5,000 
pounds.

And there’s plenty of 
seeds left, so the initial 
1-pound donation may end 
up producing about 20,000 
pounds of carrots, according 
to Dusten Martin, food bank 
operations manager.

Why carrots? They’re 
easy to grow, they have 
great nutritional value, and 
they’re widely appealing to 
children and adults, he said.

The MOMS Club plants 
the seeds in mid-spring, then 
thins them out a few months 
later, and the food bank 
keeps the carrots watered 
and well-kept.

After the food bank was 
built in 2010, the backyard 
sat idle for some time before 
the staff decided to grow 
food on it. “We’re kind of 
go-getters here, the crew at 
the food bank,” Martin said. 
“Our thoughts were: ‘People 
have been growing things 
for millennia. We can figure 
it out.’”

They didn’t plan on hav-
ing an outside group volun-
teering their time to make it 
happen.

“It’s grown into some-
thing we didn’t expect it to 
grow into,” he said.

While Natalie Vazquez of 
Seaside hosed down a bundle 
of carrots, her children, Zoey, 
6, and Nikko, 3, sloshed in 
the puddles with the other 

children, who giggled hyster-
ically.

Vazquez and her family 
moved to the area about two 

months ago, and she is home-
schooling Zoey, so joining the 

MOMS Club and taking part 
in the carrot harvest “was for 

socialization for her — and
for me, as well,” she said.

“We all really love this
project, and it’s something
that we all hold really close
to our MOMS Club heart,” 
Gilligan said. “It’s just really
gratifying to be able to teach
your children that some peo-
ple aren’t better off in this
world, and that we can do
something to really impact
another family’s life.”

“If nothing else, if there’s 
a zombie apocalypse, hope-
fully they’ll know how to
plant carrots,” Martin said.
“When we have to rebuild
the world, at least we’ll have 
some farmers, right?”
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Declan Nye, 4, tosses washed carrots into a crate. 
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Freshly harvested carrots sit in a pile at the Clatsop Com-

munity Action Regional Food Bank. 
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Three-year-old Isaac tosses a carrot into a washing barrel.
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Vehicle’s projected resale value is specific to the 2014 model year.  For more information, visit Kelley Blue Book’s KBB.com.  Kelley Blue Book is a
registered trademark of Kelley Blue Book Co., Inc. • Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25,000 miles, whichever comes first. 
See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. • Lease a new 2015 RAV4 LE for $179 a month for 24
months with $2,000 down and $2,829 due at signing. Due at signing costs include first month’s payment, $650 acquisition fee and $2,000 down 
payment. Example based on model #4432C. Base Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price $25,080. Monthly payments of $179 total $4,296. Net
capitalized cost of $23,442 based on down payment and dealer participation, which may vary by dealer. Lease-end purchase option is $19,238.00
• Lease a New 2015 Prius Liftback (Two) for $189 a month for 24 months with $2,660 down and $3,499 due at signing plus $1500 Toyota Finan-
cial Services (TFS) Subvention Cash. Due at signing costs include first month’s payment, $650 acquisition fee and $2,660 down payment. Lease
includes $1500 TFS subvention cash.  Example based on model #1223A. Base Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price $24,200. Monthly payments 
of $189 total $4,536. Net capitalized cost of $21,692 based on down payment and dealer participation, which may vary by dealer. Lease end 
purchase option is $17,165.00 • Lease a New 2015 Corolla LE CVT (Gas) for $149 a month for 24 months with $1,700 down and $2,499 due at 
signing plus $1000 (TFS) Subvention Cash. Due at signing costs include first month’s payment, $650 acquisition fee and $1,700 down payment. 
Lease includes $1000 TFS subvention cash.  Example based on model #1852E. Base Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price $18,565. Monthly
payments of $149 total $3,576.  Net capitalized cost of $16,854 based on down payment and dealer participation, which may vary by dealer.
Lease end purchase option is $13,321.00.  $1500 New 2015 Prius Liftback (Two) and $1000 New 2015 Corolla LE subvention cash from Toyota 
Motor Sales (TMS) not applicable for cash back offers and must qualify for subvention cash though TFS. Payment may vary depending on final
transaction price. Offers cannot be combined with any other offers, vary by region and are subject to availability. Security deposit waived. Closed-
end lease. $350 disposition fee due at lease end unless customer purchases vehicle or decides to re-finance through TFS. Customer responsible
for maintenance, excess wear and tear and $0.15 per mile over 12,000 miles per year. To qualified Tier I+ customers through TFS. Offers good 
in WA, OR, ID, and MT. For ID and MT state dealerships, a documentary service fee in an amount up to $350 may be added to vehicle price. For 
Washington state dealerships, a negotiable documentary service fee in an amount up to $150 may be added to sale price or capitalized cost. For 
Oregon state dealerships, a negotiable documentary service fee in an amount up to $100 may be added to vehicle price. Oregon state dealerships 
not using an electronic vehicle registration system may only apply fees up to $75 to vehicle price. Does not include taxes, license, title, processing 
fees, insurance, and dealer charges. See your local participating Toyota dealer for details. Must take retail delivery from dealer stock by 10/5/15.
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