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Seaside City Council denies
resident’s street vacation request

Councilors
feared precedent

By KATHERINE
LACAZE
EO Media Group

SEASIDE — The Sea-
side City Council denied a
request from Wayne Poole to
vacate a portion of an unde-
veloped street infringed on
by a pool built in the 1970s.

“I’ve not really changed
my opinion that I have a fi-
duciary responsibility to our
voters and our taxpayers,
and I just don’t think we can
give it away,” Councilor Tita
Montero said Monday.

Mayor Don Larson was
the lone supporter of the
request. Other councilors
said they sympathized with
Poole, as the mistake was
not his, but did not support
giving away property that
could be used in the future
to meet public needs. Do-
ing so, they said, could set
a dangerous precedent.

In 1976, Poole’s par-
ents, Bob and Marianne,
developed their property on
North Holladay Drive near
Seaside High School and
added a pool that crossed

property lines onto what
used to be 21st Avenue.

Poole is trying to correct
the mistake to enable sale
of the property. Consulting
firm Otak Inc. recommend-
ed he seek a street vacation,
which would require the
city to enact an ordinance.

“We’re just trying to
solve the problem,” Poole
said. “What was suggested
to us was the vacation, be-
cause this was the general
theory, that streets are dedi-
cated to the public. They’re
donated, and if they’re not
needed they go back to the
adjoining landowners.”

Larson favored granting
the request, saying the city
has passed ordinances re-
linquishing public right-of-
way to adjacent landowners
in the past.

Montero said records
show the city did so be-
tween 20 to 30 times in the
past but has not vacated a
street since 2009. She said
she does not feel comfort-
able giving up public prop-
erty.

City attorney Dan Van
Thiel said he does not ad-
vise cities to vacate streets
unless they are certain
the property will never

be needed for public use,
“an extremely high bar” to
meet, he added.

Larson said he does not
think the property, about
650 square feet, means
“anything to anyone.”

“Tita, 1 don’t believe
that most of the people that
voted for you, any of them,
know about this street,”
Larson said. “This is just
not a known item. This is
only known by the people
here and the people in the
audience.”

Councilor Seth Morrisey
said he was in favor of a
licensing agreement rath-
er than a street vacation. A
licensing agreement would
allow the property owners
to legally occupy the city
right-of-way, but the city
could reclaim the property
for future use. However, a
licensing agreement is tem-
porary, which could make
it difficult for prospective
buyers to secure financing.

The council did not take
action but agreed to consid-
er any solution Poole pre-
sented in the future. Poole
said he was willing to pro-
vide some form of compen-
sation through reimburse-
ment or sale of the property.
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The Astoria Downtown
Historic District Association
is offering a free T-shirt, mug
and beer-tasting tokens to vol-
unteers for the 14th annual
Pacific Northwest Brew Cup,
a weekend of beer-related
events and one of the group’s
signature fundraisers.

The event opens from
noon to 10 p.m. on Sept. 25,
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Volunteers sought for Brew Cup

11 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Sept. 26
and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sept.
27 and includes more than 40
Pacific Northwest beers, dai-
ly musical acts, food vendors
and a children’s area stocked
by Purple Cow Toys.

Entrance is free and open
to all ages.

The downtown association
needs volunteers to help pour
beer, along with other jobs.
Shifts are four hours long, and

the downtown association es-
pecially needs volunteers for
Saturday night and Sunday.

Volunteers get a Brew Cup
“Suds Squad” T-shirt, a tast-
ing mug worth $9 and three
beer-tasting tokens worth $1
apiece. For more information,
visit  www.pacificnorthwest-
brewcup.com and look under
the volunteer tab.

The Brew Cup also offers
growler fills for $10 Sunday.

Aug. 29, 1949 — July 19, 2015

Steven passed peacefully from this life on
July 19 in his home in La Pine, Ore. Steven
was born in Lebanon, Ore., and spent many
years in Seaside, but made his final home in La

Pine as of 2013.

Steven is survived by his son el
Matthew Trachsel (Gearhart), and |
his mother Helen Trachsel (Seaside).
Steven is also survived by his sister
Charlotte Robinson (Lebanon), and
his brother Dennis Trachsel (La Pine).

Steven graduated from Union
High School in Seaside, Ore., in 1967.
He was drafted to serve in the U.S.
Army on Oct. 9, 1968, and served in
Fort Hood, Texas, for two years as a
private first class. On Oct. 9, 1970, he
was transferred to the U.S. Army Re-
serves and was stationed in St. Louis, Mo.

Upon returning home from the service,
Steven spent his entire working career in
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the logging industry, starting by working for
Crown-Zellerbach. He then transitioned to
Debriae Logging out of Cathlamet, Wash.,
where he ran a yarder. He then went to work

for Morisse Logging in Astoria, fol-

Steven Trachsel

lowed by BigHorn Logging, where
for a few months he and Matthew
worked together. Steven retired from
BigHorn Logging in 2012.

Steven enjoyed the outdoors,
hunting, fishing and spending time
with family and friends.

Steven was buried at Willamette
National Cemetery in Portland, Ore.,
with military honors, on Aug. 28. A
celebration of life will be held at the
Seaside American Legion on Satur-
day, Oct. 3, from 1 to 5 p.m.

In lieu of flowers and gifts, donations may
be made to the Camp 18 Loggers’ Memori-
al, located in Elsie, Ore.

John Leon Zimmerman

Astoria

Aug. 15, 1974 — Sept. 8, 2015

John Leon Zimmerman, 41, of Astoria, died
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2015, in Longview, Wash.

A celebration of life service will be held Fri-
day, Sept. 18, 2015, at 4 p.m. at Hughes-Ransom
Mortuary, 576 12th St., in Astoria. Family and
friends are invited to attend a reception immedi-
ately following the services at the Wet Dog Café
and Brewery, 144 11th St., Astoria, Ore. Private

cremation rites have been held.

John Leon Zimmerman was born Aug. 15,
1974, in Astoria, to Rita and Geryn Zimmerman
Fahrney. He was raised and educated here. Fol-

free-spirited and loving. He made friends easily
and was a joy to his family.

Survivors include his wife Heather, two daugh-
ters Aaliyah and Iris, his parents Rita and Geryn
Zimmerman Fahrney, a sister Sarah Robertson
and husband Jason, grandparents Herald and An-
drea Zimmerman, uncles Rick, Ron and Rockie
Zimmerman and wife Jessica, and Aunt Ruth

McEntyre, husband Joe.

There were many special people in his life, in-
cluding Randy and Scott Hollaway, Dale Cham-
berlain and Dave and Marie Simmons, and KC
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OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo
and, for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge.

The deadline for all obituaries is 10 a.m. the business day prior. Obituaries may be
edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the
day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/obituary-
form, by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at
The Daily Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria.

For more information, call 503-325-3211, ext. 257.
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