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9-1-WHAT?

?
THE BEST OF THE WORST CALLS TO ASTORIA 911 DISPATCH

Yelling at raccoons? Nude sunbathing? Goat stealing? 
Mooning? Man, we really are going to miss summer ...

Follow reporter Kyle Spurr on his 9-1-What? Twitter watch, 
where a few of the sometimes head-scratching calls to area 
dispatch take center stage. The full feed is at www.twitter.
com/9_1_WHAT.

Goodbye, summer. 
Hello, autumn.

By ELAINE TRUCKE
Special to The Daily 

Astorian

The Ecola Inn — also 
known as the Ecola 
Hotel and the Ecola Inn 

Hotel — was built in 1913 
and utilized about half of the 
site of the present day Surf-
sand Resort.

It was built by August 
Becker and his son, Roy, who 
were both major landholders 
in Cannon Beach (they also 
built the property where the 
Cannon Beach Hotel now sits, 
originally known as the Beck-
er Building), with some help 
from Frank Madden, Paul 
Bartels, John Brallier and oth-
ers.

Bartels, who was famous-
ly known for creating mas-

Cannon Beach, was paid 
$2.00 a day and the carpen-
ters were paid $4.00 a day for 
their work. Sometime after 
it was built, August Becker 
sold the hotel to his son-in-
law and daughter and their 
associates. It was then, in 
1931, that the property was 
sold to E.A. Hollinshead and 
his son, John Hollinshead. 
The hotel went through many 
owners over the years, but 
due to spotty records, it is 
unclear who all of the other 
owners were and when they 
took over.

The inn was open all year 
round and the rooms featured 
twin beds with a bath or show-
er and connecting rooms. 
There were also apartments 
with maid services. The price 
to stay at the inn was between 
$2.50 to $3.50 per night and it 
was $15.00 per week to rent a 

two-room apartment.
The front of the lobby was 

which was perhaps construct-
ed by Paul Bartels. The east 
lobby was done in Firtex from 
St. Helens, with an inlaid surf 
girl designed desk front, from 
pieces of linoleum, and easy 

chairs with chrome-springed 
arms.

The inn became a social 
gathering spot and was known 
for its ping-pong tournaments 
in the lobby. The lobby also 
became a place for guests to 
gather around the piano and 
harmonize together.

According to records, the 
inn was sold to an Emma 
Fowler in 1948, who operated 
it for seven years. Her pet par-
rot, Loleta, was brought from 
South America and became 
almost as famous as the ho-
tel itself. Loleta spoke many 
words, was delighted in call-

ing the pet dog, and became
upset when it saw men wear-
ing gloves and a hat. After
Fowler sold the hotel in 1955,
Loleta left as well.

Elaine Trucke is the exec-
utive director of the Cannon
Beach History Center and
Museum.

WELCOME TO THE ECOLA INN
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The Ecola Inn at Cannon Beach.
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