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Meanwhile, kayakers from 
Cathedral Park below the 
bridge blockaded the river.
The state and city turned 

to the Coast Guard, which is 
tasked with keeping inland 
marine highways open for 
commerce. Representatives 
from Portland re and police 
agencies; county and state po-
lice; a representative from the 
U.S. State Department and the 
Coast Guard planned a joint 
response.
“You don’t want to create 

some type of situation where 
you have two agencies in a 
tug of war,” Firestine said.
Everyone operated under 

an incident command system, 
a standardized response pro-
tocol to emergencies provid-
ing a hierarchy for different 
agencies to be effective.
Portland and Multnomah 

County handled the removal 
of protesters hanging from the 

bridge, Firestine said, while 
the Coast Guard and other 
marine patrols cleared kay-
akers. By law, large commer-
cial vessels have right-of-way 
over recreational watercraft. 
The protest, Firestine said, 
was blocking multiple vessels 
from moving down the river.
The operation went off 

without much of a hitch. The 
Fennica left 12 hours after its 
scheduled departure, the pro-
testers were removed, no ma-
jor injuries were reported and 
only two arrests were made.
“It’s perfectly legal to pro-

test activity you don’t believe 
in,” Firestine said. “We were 
trying to give the activists a 
place to have their say, while 
keeping the transportation 
waterway open.”

Paying bills
Firestine, from a small 

town called Sayre, Pa., was 
an eighth-grade social studies 
teacher in Rose, N.Y., near 

Lake Huron before she joined 
the Coast Guard in 1991. 
When a recession in the ear-
ly 1990s led to her position 
being cut, Firestine, then 23, 
saw an opportunity to join, 
keep paying her student loans 
and hopefully keep teaching.
Firestine has served on 

cutters and at stations. She 
came to Sector Columbia 
River from Coast Guard 
headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., where she managed the 
Marine Force Protection Pro-
gram.

Firestine has helped re-
spond to two similar ship-
ping protests. People on surf-
boards, canoes and kayaks 
formed a blockade in Naw-
iliwili Harbor in Kauai, Ha-
waii, to prevent entry of the 
Hawaii Superferry, a short-
lived island shuttle service. 
Firestine said the Coast Guard 
eventually cleared the way by 
creating a First Amendment 
zone in a swimming area near 
the harbor. She also worked 
during protests in the Port 
of Tacoma, Wash., about the 

shipment of Stryker military 
vehicles to Iraq.
“In all these situations, 

we’re working with the local 
law enforcement, except we 
bring that authority to keep 

the waterway open,” Firestine
said, adding it is about safety,
as well as commerce. “I’m al-
ways scared someone’s going
to get injured or killed.”

— Edward Stratton

Firestine: She managed the Marine Force Protection Program in Washington, D.C.
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One of the last groups to 
leave Mount Hood, Garnett 
and his teammates crossed the 
nish line in Seaside at 130 
p.m. 
Tony Martinez, a Span-

ish citizen, and Joe Jamaze 
of Germany represented an 
international  team.  They  
waited at the nish in front 
of the Shilo Inn on the Prom 
with iPhones and sele sticks, 
waiting for their teammates to 
cross the line. 

Small beginnings
Runner Bob Foote con-

ceived and founded the Hood 
to Coast Relay in 1982 with 
eight teams and has lled the 
team cap on the opening day 
of registration for the last 17 
years straight. Organized by 
the Seaside Chamber of Com-
merce and Gold sponsors, 
which include Providence 
Health & Services, Nike, 
Widmer Brothers Brewing, 
Dick’s Sporting Goods, Maz-
da, LED Lenser and GNC. 
Huntington’s  12-person  

team was largely comprised 
of runners from Portland, San 
Francisco and Seattle. His 
teammate Katie Woodward 
said she had run a previous 
event in 2006. 
At the nish line Satur-

day afternoon, fans awaited 
runners to complete the chal-
lenge. Sele-sticks and group 
shots, medals and T-shirts 
made it all worthwhile for the 
participants.
Woodward shrugged off 

the difculty level. “It was 
more bonding than hard,” she 
said. 
While the beloved Seaside 

Chamber of Commerce beer 
garden was halted due to high 
winds on the beach, most rac-
ers planned to recharge after 
the race at one of Seaside’s lo-
cal watering spots with team-
mates and friends.
”We’re looking to have a 

great time in scenic Seaside!” 
runner Garnett said. 

Run: Storm’s high winds damaged stage, tents
Continued from Page 1A

Katherine Lacaze/EO Media Group

The scene on the beach after high winds dismantled the Hood to Coast stage and tents.
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Tony Martinez traveled from Spain to participate in the 
Hood to Coast Relay and his teammate, Joe Jamaze, from 
Germany. They were at the finish line on the Prom waiting
for their teammates to cross the line.
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Matt Garnett, Sarah Anderson and Robin Hefner after fin-
ishing the Hood to Coast Relay.
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“Sasquatch,” with teammates Travis Huntington, Katie 
Woodward and Mandy Meyer.
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Runners made it to the finish line at the Hood to Coast Relay, but not to the beach. 

This Portland-based team 
celebrated their finish 
on Broadway Street in 

Seaside.
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 Pa ren ts of in com in g K in derga rten  
 st u d en t s are en cou ra ged to re g i st e r
 as soon  as p o ssible.  We have important 
 inform ation  to sh a re  with  you about

 th e first  da ys of sch ool.
 W arrenton’s HeadStart program  is also

 a cce p tin g  a p p lica tio n s fo r ch ild re n  a g e s 3  a n d  4 .
 We are excite d  about th is upcom ing school yea r and look
 fo r w a r d  to  working with  you in th e  educa tion of your ch ild. 

 IF YOU  H AVE AN Y QU ESTION S PLEASE CON TACT U S AT  503-861-3376

 W arrenton Grade School 
 office is now open for
 W arrenton Grade School 
 office is now open for 
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 INVISALIGN ®   DA Y

 Wednesday, 
 Septem ber 2,  2015 
 1: 00p m  - 4: 00p m

 JEFFREY LEINASSAR, DM D
 Leinassar Den ta l Excellence
 1414 Marine Drive, As to ria , OR 97103
 (503) 325-0310

 J e ffre y  Leinassar, DM D  w ill be providing FREE consultations to  answer 
 yo u r questions about In -vis a lign  tre a tm e n t,  th e  clea r way to  s tra ighten  
 teeth. If yo u  ha ve wondered if In vis a lign  tre a tm e n t is  right fo r yo u , m a ke 
 an appointment fo r this  s p ecia l even t. 

 •  Co m p lim en ta ry whiten in g with In vis a lign  tre a tm e n t •
 •  Do wn  payment matching with d o lla r va lu e up to  $500 •
 •  24 month in teres t-free financing upon approved cred it •

 Space is  lim ited  to  th e  fi rs t 20 appointments.
 Ca ll (503) 325-0310 to d a y  to  s ched u le yo u r a p p o i n tm e n t 
 or co n ta ct us o n lin e at www.smileastoria.com

 ** INVIS AL IGN®  Da y and associated promotions are ho s ted  and 
 sponsored by  J e ffre y  Leinassar, DM D / Leinassar Den ta l 
 Excellence and not by Align  Technology, In c.

 Transform You r S m ile With In vis a lig n

 WA NTED

 Contact:   Steve Axtell • 360-430-0885 or John Anderson • 360-269-2500

 Alder and Maple  Saw Logs   & Standing Timber
 Northwest H a rdw oods  • Lon gview , WA


