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Hollander’s company 
manages Marriott hotels 
in Puyallup and Tacoma, 
Wash. The company operates 
Crowne Plazas in downtown 
Portland and near Seattle-Ta-
coma International Airport, 
along with a Best Western 
hotel and conference center 
and a Holiday Inn Express in 
Puyallup.

Knight said he was orga-
nizing another closed exec-
utive session for Tuesday, in 
which Hollander would be 
invited to pitch the Port Com-
mission on his vision. The 
Port has set a public special 
meeting for 10:30 a.m. Tues-

day regarding a short-term 
lease for the Riverwalk Inn, 
with a possible executive ses-
sion to follow.

Who’s stopping who?
Brad Smithart, the heav-

ily indebted operator of the 
Riverwalk Inn waiting to be 
evicted, came to The Daily 
Astorian Wednesday to air his 
grievances. Smithart said he 
is not trying to stop the Port 
from replacing him as opera-
tor.

Knight estimated Smithart 
owes the Port and city about 
$400,000. The Port terminat-
ed Smithart’s lease last month 
and went to court to try and 
evict him. But the parties 

reached an amicable eviction 
agreement and canceled the 
case. Smithart is still operat-
ing the hotel as the Port tries 
to nd a new taker without 
shutting the lodging down in 
peak season.

Ganesh Sonpatki, a Port-
land operator of budget ho-
tels who has long courted 
Smithart, and Astoria native 
William Orr, a lawyer and 
seafood salesman in Seattle 
who has partnered with for-
mer Hotel Elliott and Nos. 
1 and 10 Sixth St. developer 
Chester Trabucco, also made 
presentations to the Port last 
month. Both suitors said they 
had made at least $350,000 
available to pay off all Smi-

thart’s debts and take over 
operation of the Riverwalk 
Inn immediately, adding they 
have received limited com-
munication from the Port.

“Cash the check, or wipe 
the debt and stop slandering 
my name in public,” Smithart 
said Wednesday.

But Knight said the Port, 
which terminated Smithart’s 
lease last month, has no lease 
it can assign to another oper-
ator.

“I’m past being able to 
believe anything from Brad,” 
Knight said.

The Kancharla family, 
which runs adult foster homes 
and a restaurant in Astoria, had 
also been interested in the Riv-

erwalk Inn, but pulled out after 
reviewing the hotel’s nances.

“The Kancharlas told me 
over 5,000 rooms had been 
prebooked,” Knight said, add-
ing an unknown number of 
the rooms have been prepaid.

The Port Commission in 
March 2012 sided with Smi-
thart and partner Seth Davis’ 
proposal to reopen the hotel 
over a competing propos-
al by the signi cantly more 
well-established Williams/
Dame & Associates, which 
wanted the Port to tear the 
former Red Lion down before 
it would build a new hotel and 
redevelop the surrounding 
boardwalk.

The commission gave 

Smithart and Davis a ve-year
lease running through most of
2017, later providing a break
on rent in the winter months.

A common sentiment is
that Smithart might be taking
money from the hotel and put-
ting it into the Arc Arcade, a
business in downtown Astoria 
he opened last summer, during 
another time when he was fall-
ing behind at the hotel.

But Smithart said the ar-
cade machines came from
friends, family and his own
collection, with little over-
head to start the business be-
sides putting in utilities and
painting. “My sister and kids
are down there,” he said. “I x
the games.”

Port: Knight estimated Smithart owes the Port and city about $400,000
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Chuck Lauderdale, one of 
the fort builders, said. “We 
were young enough. We 
didn’t know it couldn’t be 
done.”

Lauderdale traveled 
from Gold Canyon, Ariz., 
to attend the reunion of Fort 
Clatsop builders. He was 
joined by about a dozen 
other builders, or family of 
builders. 

Fukami did extensive 
Internet searches and net-
working to contact the 
builders. She was able to 
invite 18 builders and their 
families out of the roughly 
60 people who helped build 
the site.

Ed Johansen and his sis-
ter, Carol Johansen, came 
to the reunion on behalf of 
their father, Arthur Johan-
sen, who excavated the land 
for the fort to be built. 

“He cleared where the 
fort is,” Ed Johansen said. 
“I remember going over 
there and watching him.” 

The builders’ work was 
destroyed in 2005, when 
Fort Clatsop caught fire. 

Lauderdale recalls feel-
ing upset when he heard the 
news, but relieved that the 
fort was already designated 
as a national monument so 
a rebuild would happen fast. 

National Park Service 
carpenters and historians 

came to accurately rebuild 
the fort, which is currently 
standing today at the park. 

“That took the pressure 
off the rebuild,” Lauderdale 
said. 

Centennial 
celebration 

Looking ahead toward 
the National Park Service’s 
centennial celebration next 
year, Lewis and Clark Su-
perintendent Scott Tucker 
said the park is preparing 

to launch a yearlong fitness 
challenge.

“I Would Walk 2016 
Miles, Clatsop County 
Team Fitness Challenge” 
will launch in cooperation 
with numerous community 
partners Oct. 1. 

“We are going to chal-
lenge residents of Clat-
sop County and beyond to 
form teams of five to 10 
to walk, run, bike, skate 
or swim 2016 miles in 336 
days,” Tucker said. “The 

breakdown would be 3 to 5 
miles per team member per 
week.”

The park will use a mile-
age conversion table for all 
types of activities including 
yoga, weight training, ski-
ing and cardio workouts. In 
addition, the park is work-
ing on a tracking mecha-
nism to allow participants 
to log their miles and set up 
group activities.

If the yearlong challenge 
sounds intimidating, Tucker 

said, the challenge can be 
broken up into three 120-
day challenge events. 

The park is hoping for 50
to 75 teams from the area to
participate.

Park: Plans for centennial celebration already in the works
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A model of Fort Clatsop built by the Lil’ Sprouts Academy Daffodil class sits on display 

at the National Park Service’s 99th birthday party Saturday at Netul Landing. 
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Amelia Hillard, 3, of Astoria, watches a spider she caught 

in the bug catching area at the National Park Service’s 

99th birthday party Saturday at Netul Landing. 
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From left, Colin, Debbie, and Jenessa Smith, of Corval-

lis, build paper badges during the National Park Service’s 

99th birthday party.
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 the day before your ad is scheduled to run
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 Look at these 

 ads first

Specialty

Services
We urge you to patronize the local

professionals advertising in
The Daily Astorian Specialty
Services. To place your Specialty
Services ad, call 325-3211.

BUYERS AND SELLERS get togeth-
er with the help of classified ads.
Read and use the classified sec-
tion every day!

CLASSIFIED ADS work hard for you.
Try one today!

Occasionally other companies
make telemarketing calls off
classified ads. These companies
are not affiliated with The Daily
Astorian and customers are under
no obligation to participate.

If you would like to contact the
attorney general or be put on the
do not call list, here are the links
to both of them

Complaint form link:
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

finfraud/

45 PUBLIC NOTICES

Missing: Oscar is an about 10lb,
short haired orange tabby without
collar or tag. Very sweet.
Disappeared from east Astoria.
You can contact me with any info
at (503)468-9410. 

35 LOST & FOUND

You Wonʼt Believe What 
Is Happening at the Port!!

www.portofastoria.com

Retail salesperson:
Greet customers. Ticket, arrange,

and display merchandise. Clean
shelves, counters, and display
racks. Process cash/credit sale

on register. Restock merchandise.
Must work week-ends.

No experience necessary, will train
right person.

Apply in person at The Old Crab,
220 Broadway, Seaside. Part-

time position 20-25 hrs. per
week, year round position.

How can you keep form singing?
Join the North Coast Chorale.

For more information call
503-338-8403

NEW TODAY

Part-time Medical Assistant, 
Part-time Receptionist.

Email, Drop off, or Mail to
2120 Exchange St. Ste. 111

Astoria, Or
Vycky.Wagner@

urgentcarenwastoria.com

Part-time Medical Assistant to
share reception duties.

Send cover letter and resume to:
Renaissance Health

1406 Marine Drive Astoria
OR 97103 or to

astoriarenaissance@gmail.com.
No in-person inquiries, please.

City of Warrenton, Oregon
ACCOUNTANT II: Salary Range $

3,796.32 – 4,614.40 mo.
+ excellent benefits. FT exempt
position. Under supervision of
Finance Director, performs all
duties related to processing

payroll and benefits administration.
Performs a wide variety of

standardized and complex
accounting duties associated with

validation, examination, coding,
reporting, review, and

reconciliation of fiscal, financial and
statistical records, assists finance

director in daily department
operations and special projects.

For more details see job description
provided in application packet.

REQUIRES: Associate Degree in
accounting or related field with a

Bachelor Degree given
preference. At least three years of
progressive experience performing

payroll, accounts payable and
benefits management in a high

level professional office
environment. Municipal accounting

experience is preferred. Extensive
knowledge or experience with the

use and implementation of
personnel management practices

and policies. Knowledge and
experience in the use of standard

accounting computer software
programs, word processing and

spread sheets.
Requires excellent customer
service, communication, and

organizational skills. Full Charge
Bookkeeping experience a plus.
Resume, City Application, and
Supplemental Questions and

Exercises are required.
Application materials can be

obtained at our website or at the
City of Warrenton, PO Box 250,
or 225 S. Main Ave., Warrenton,

OR 97146. (503) 861-2233
ci.warrenton.or.us

OPEN UNTIL: September 4, 2015
at 5:00pm.

NEW TODAY

 At The Daily Astorian, the business and art of 

 communication is at the heart of our existence.

 If you have an appetite for local news and 

 cultural food, subscribe today.

 FOR   DELIVERY ...325-3211• 1-800-781-3211

 Communicating the information that affects us all
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