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Water 
under 

the bridge
Compiled by Bob Duke
From the pages of Astoria’s daily newspapers

10 years ago this week — 2005
Astoria was named on national TV Tuesday as the top place to retire 

in the nation.
The piece was aired on ABC’s Good Morning America.
Baby-boomers are soon going to be in their 60s and that means the 

largest segment of the population is getting ready to retire, presenters 
noted. New York-based real estate specialist Barbara Corcoran and her 
staff talked to thousands of retirees and real estate brokers to compile 

lifestyles.

1. Astoria. Best place for people who want some peace and quiet. 

Residents and visitors may walk the new Cullaby Lake 

Wednesday.
-

-

This is the way the bubble ends: not with a pop, but with a hiss.

bust.

that buyers are no longer willing to pay. And the process may already 

50 years ago — 1965
-

-

part of the U.S. Continental Army Command’s operation 
Sky-Thrust II.

The Army Corps of Engineers has decided that if the proposed 

years.
Col. C.C. Holbrook, Seattle district engineer, told a meeting of the 

State Canal Commission Monday night about the engineers pay-out for 

Capt. Merle Adlum, Seattle, commis-
sion chairman, said the state agency was 

would link Puget Sound with the Colum-

-

-
-

up and found that he held a brass 

buried in the sand upside down. 

75 years ago — 1940
Germany sent hundreds of airplanes over Britain today 

-

likely that the “high boat” would tip the scales at almost 4000 pounds.

By 
New York Times News Service

Thanks to the ham-handedness of 

-
gate” scandal, which has been the 

-
son, was pushed to the sidelines this 
weekend and replaced by a genuine-
ly important issue facing the coun-
try’s dominant sports league and 
its players. That issue is the serious 

affect so many former professional 
football players.

The embodiment of that impair-

All-Pro linebacker who was induct-
ed, posthumously, into the Hall of 

Seau committed suicide by shooting 

old and had been retired from pro 
football for only three 
years.

His brain became 
part of a study con-
ducted by the Nation-

which concluded that 
he had a condition 
called chronic trau-
matic encephalop-
athy, or CTE. This 

-
sion, anger, loss of impulse control 
and poor decision-making, among 
other things, has been found in the 

-
ers. Scientists like those at Boston 

repeated hits to the head can cause 
CTE.

of deceased inductees to speak at the 
annual induction ceremony — gee, 

Sydney was barred from making an 
eloquent speech she had prepared 

during the ceremony, 
where she was ultimately 

Although Sydney Seau 
didn’t mention her father’s 
CTE in her remarks, she 

did it for her. CTE was 
also at the heart of a legal 

and former players, who 
claimed in a class-action lawsuit 

guardian and authority on the issue 
of player safety,” yet failed to prop-

league rules to minimize the risk of 
concussions.

-
tlement of the lawsuit. Although the 
settlement could put an estimated 

hands of former play-
ers who are suffering 
from dementia and 
other brain diseases 
— money that many 
of them desperately 
need — the deal has 

Some 200 players 

hope to bring their own lawsuits 
-

er former players are appealing the 
settlement, arguing that it doesn’t do 
nearly enough for players with dam-
aged brains.

imbroglio prompted me to take a 
closer look at the settlement. One of 

-

-
gible for compensation: Although he 

The settlement will help former 
-

heimer’s get compensation, though 

the older they are, and the
fewer years they played in
the league, the less money
they will get. But those
with CTE, which seems to
be the primary way play-
ing football damages the

settlement, to be blunt, is

Brody defended this as-
pect of the deal by saying that retired
players “cannot be compensated for
C.T.E. in life because no diagnostic

and the symptoms of the disease, if
any, are unknown.”

But Robert Stern, one of the scien-
tists at the BU center, told me that he

a decade that will be able to diagnose
-

toms, the real problem is that plenty
of people suffer from lost impulse

-
-
-

-
al and mood symptoms of CTE.

“At a minimum,” said Stern, “for-
-

es in ways that suggest CTE should

settlement. And treatment would be
nice, too.”

-

it will be nearly impossible for play-
ers — past, present and future — to
be compensated if they are found to

of the roughly 21,000 former players

the nation’s dominant sports league
for nothing.

Aof Duke, Terry Teachout’s biog-
-

tersweet moment. With Ellington’s 

didn’t want the book to end. Teachout 

golden age of biography.
Teachout’s challenge was to reck-

output, his public and mostly hidden 

of race in a career that spanned the 

He maintained a large orchestra, 
principally so that he could hear his 
new compositions on the day he 
wrote them. During the ugliest years 
of racial animosity, Ellington hired a 

eat during Southern engagements. 
Yet, the man who is widely acknowl-
edged as America’s greatest compos-

dismissed as inferior.
-
-

ical machine authored the Southern 
-

star-studded East Room birthday par-
-

day, and presenting the Presidential 

Teachout is a remarkable talent 

The Wall Street Journal’s theater crit-
ic and a biographer, he has played the 
bass in a jazz band.

Bernardo Bertolucci’s epic 1900 
opens with a dwarf wandering 

-
ing, “Verdi is dead. Giuseppi Verdi 
is dead.”

-
-

happened, with his casket carried 
on a crude cart, drawn by one horse. 

-

that still ranks as the largest in the na-
tion’s history.

When the Milan funeral proces-
sion reached the cathedral, Arturo 
Toscanini led a chorus of 800 in “Va 

middle of his opera Nabucco, which 
had its debut in 1842, when the Aus-

“A powerful depiction of all human 
aspiration amid disappointment” is 
how William Berger describes the 
chorus in Verdi with a Vengeance. 

production of Nabucco last Saturday. 
Opening night was such a sensation 
that curtain calls went on for more 

-
newed our connection with the Seat-
tle house by sitting at the top of the 
balcony, where the sound is best. 

Reading The Wall Street Journal 

is the clubhouse of what passes for 
the Republican Party establishment 

-

ture Houses of Worship is especial-
The New York 

Times’ weekly Beliefs column, it is 
an attempt to link religion with our 
public life.

-
gion of Climate Change, was largely 

-

best to point out the inconsistencies 
of the Pope’s encyclical and what’s 
being made of it. He concludes: “As 
for those who seek to politicize the 

encyclical: ‘the Church does not pre-

to replace politics.’ The planet and 
her poor would be better off if more 
religious leaders said Amen to that.”

Those who seek to parse the 
Pope’s words miss the most basic 

-
ty than statements by politicians. That 

— S.A.F.

‘The time has come,’ the Walrus said, 
‘To talk of many things; 
Of shoes — and ships — and sealing wax —
Of cabbages —and kings —’

Through the Looking-glass

of Cabbages and Kings

Founded in 1873
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Duke 
Ellington 

lived from 
the Jim 

Crow era to 
see the Civil 
Rights Act 

become law.

The 
settlement, 

to be 
blunt, is a 
travesty.
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Brass ship’s bell was re-

covered from sand in Neah-

kahnie mountain underwa-

ter cave by Steve Miscoe of 

Seaside.

Louis Panassié via wikimedia

Duke Ellington with his band in the movie “L’aventure du jazz,” in 1971. 

Joe 

Nocera


