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‘Extreme drought’ hits Washington
state for first time in over a decade

Conditions
extreme 1n slice of
western Oregon

By DON JENKINS
Capital Press

Almost one-third of Wash-
ington state is suffering an
“extreme drought,” the first
time the state has reached
those conditions in a decade,
the U.S. Drought Monitor re-
ported.

Meanwhile, a slice of west-
ern Oregon running north and
south through seven coastal
counties is also in extreme
drought for the first time.

Low streams, parched
soils and the risk of wildfires
tightened the drought’s grip
on the West, according to the
drought monitor, a partner-
ship of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration and the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.

The worsening of condi-
tions was especially apparent
in Washington state, where
every region has seen the se-
verity of the drought increase.

Sections of western, cen-
tral and eastern Washington,
making up nearly 32 percent
of the state, is in extreme
drought, one step above se-
vere drought and one below

exceptional drought. Portions
of the state not in extreme
drought are in severe drought.
Only one-quarter of the state
was in severe drought six
weeks ago.

Warm soils, poor
pasture

Washington ~ State  As-
sistant Climatologist Karin
Bumbaco said warm soils and
the poor shape of pastureland
contributed to the downgrad-
ing of conditions. She said
she believes the percentage of
the state in extreme drought
will grow. The U.S. Drought
Monitor updates conditions
weekly.

A warm mass of water
— nicknamed “The Blob”

Dan Wheat/Capital Press
The Yakima River flows through Yakima Canyon between
Ellensburg and Selah, Wash., in May. The river’s water is in
high demand this year due to drought.

by State Climatologist Nick
Bond — remains anchored
off the coast, heating up the
air moving inland and raising
temperatures.

There is no evidence The
Blob is related to the build
up of greenhouse gases and
doesn’t appear to have much
influence over precipitation,
Bumbaco said.

There is no firm explanation
for below average rainfall in
the state, though the dry spell
may partly be a self-reinforcing
weather pattern, she said.

Worst in a decade

In 2005, Washington’s
last statewide drought before
this year, 14 percent of state
reached extreme drought sta-

tus in mid-September and
stayed for approximately
three months.

In 2001, until this year
generally recognized as the
state’s worst drought since
1977, nearly 6 percent of
Washington was in an ex-
treme drought between Sep-
tember and November.

Idaho also saw an increase
in the percentage of the state
in extreme drought, jumping
from 7 percent the week be-
fore to 22 percent.

California’s drought status
was unchanged. Some 46 per-
cent of the state is in an excep-
tional drought, while another
28 percent is in an extreme
drought.

The U.S. Climate Predic-
tion Center forecasts that all
of Washington has a strong
chance of above average
temperatures and below av-
erage rainfall through at least
mid-October. The rest of the
West has a better chance for
normal temperatures and pre-
cipitation, according to the
prediction center.

The Blob and a strong El
Nino in the Pacific Ocean
shortens the odds that Wash-
ington will have a warm win-
ter, Bumbaco said.

Some 34 percent of the
U.S. Geological Survey’s 146
stream gauges in Washington
were reporting record lows
Thursday for the date.

Coast Guard has busy day of rescues

By EDWARD STRATTON
The Daily Astorian

The U.S. Coast Guard’s
Sector Columbia River was
busy Tuesday rescuing fish-
ermen north and south of the
Columbia River.

At 11:25 a.m., the crew
of the fishing vessel Marion
H made a mayday call to the
Coast Guard, saying the ves-
sel was taking on water near
Tillamook Head. The Coast
Guard launched a helicopter
from Air Station Astoria and
vessels from stations Cape
Disappointment and Tilla-
mook Bay.

The helicopter flew over
the boat and dropped a de-

watering pump. A 47-foot
motor lifeboat from Cape
Disappointment arrived on
scene, assisted with dewater-
ing and eventually took the
vessel in tow back toward
Cape Disappointment.

“They towed it until
about 5 o’clock last night,
and they were unable to keep
up with the flooding on the
vessel,” said Petty Officer
3rd Class Katelyn Shearer, a
spokeswoman for the Coast
Guard’s District 13 in Seat-
tle.

The 47-footer broke the
tow, she said, and the vessel
sank in deep water about 10
miles southwest of the Co-
lumbia River Bar. The two

crew members were taken
back to Station Cape Disap-
pointment.

Shearer said the crew of
the Marion H and the Coast
Guard were unable to estab-
lish the source of the flood-
ing.

Grays Harbor

Watch standers received
a mayday call at 5:47 a.m.
from the fishing vessel Ta-
mara’s crew saying they
had run aground near Ocean
Shores, Wash. The Coast
Guard launched a helicop-
ter from Air Station Astoria
and a 47-footer from Station
Grays Harbor.

The 47-footer was un-

able to respond because of
the shallowness of the wa-
ter. The crew from the he-
licopter extracted the two
fishermen and transferred
them to emergency medical
personnel in Ocean Park,
Wash.

“There has been pollu-
tion reported, and we are
working with the vessel
owner and Global Diving
and Salvage, which has
been contracted to address
the situation,” said Pet-
ty Officer Ist Class Kyle
Owens, a marine science
technician, adding incident
management personnel are
responding to mitigate and
remove the pollution.

College board introduces new interim president

Long-term
successor named
by February

By EDWARD STRATTON
The Daily Astorian

Clatsop Community Col-
lege’s board of directors
Tuesday night introduced
new interim President Ger-
ald Hamilton, the replace-
ment for its president of
five years, Lawrence Gal-
izio, who took a job as CEO
of the Community College
League of California.

The board also approved
a timeline that would have
the college announce Gal-
izio’s long-term successor
by February. The search
will be conducted by Asso-

ciation of Community Col-
lege Trustees, a national
community college advoca-

cy group.
The college board as-
signed its  presidential

search subcommittee to rec-
ommend members for the
stakeholder committee it
will assemble to help with
the search.

In the timeline, the col-
lege announces the search
for a new president this
month and solicits nomi-
nations for a stakeholder
committee. Next month,
it appoints a stakeholder
committee and posts a draft
profile of a president for
review. The trustees hold
public forums on campus in
October for feedback to the
draft profile.

The timeline has the
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Friday & Saturday | August 14-15
Thousands of items under the tent

MARINE SUPPLIES

for your boat

VHF radios | Life jackets & safety gear
Marine stereos | Binoculars | Pumps
Miscellaneous supplies and accessories

GARMIN.

factory rep on hand
displaying the latest technology

GEAR to catch fish

Rods & reels
Buoy 10 salmon gear
Tuna gear | Crab pots & rings

Pro-staffer on hand with
downrigger demonstrations
and advice

TAKING CARE of your catch

Propane burners & pots | Vacuum sealers & bags
Knives & sharpeners | Bradley electric smokers | Coolers

(503) 325-4341
ENGLUND MARINE &
USTRIAL SUPPLY
95 Hamburg Ave., Astoria ¢

college posting a final pro-
file on its and the trustees’
website by mid-October, to
get applications by Jan. 4.
The stakeholder committee
chooses eight to 12 candi-
dates to interview, whittling
them down to five or six to
recommend to the board.

The board would inter-
view the candidates Jan.
29, selecting three to visit
campus as finalists, partici-
pate in open forums and be
interviewed by the college
board, which could also
visit the campus of the top
candidate.

In the timeline, the col-
lege would announce the next
president in late February.

No resting on laurels
During his 11 months at

the college, Hamilton said,
he does not intend to be a
president who sits on his
hands. Hamilton said he will
explore avenues to increase
the college’s enrollment and
revenues in his time at the
helm.

Hamilton was president
of Klamath Falls Commu-
nity College from 2007 to
2012 and superintendent of
the Siuslaw School District
from 2002 to 2007.

Hamilton was last the in-
terim executive director of
the Oregon Department of
Community Colleges and
Workforce ~ Development
from 2013 to 2014. Before
leading the state community
college agency, he ran Ger-
ald Hamilton Educational
Consulting.

WANTED
T Aider and aple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

Northwest Hardwoods * Longview, WA
Contact: Steve Axtell « 360-430-0885 or John Anderson ¢ 360-269-2500
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SHOW RUNS THRU SEPT. 12, 2015

Thursdays to Saturdays 7pm (July 9th-Sept. 12th)
and Sundays 2pm (7119, 8/16, 9/6)

Tickets on sale ONE HOUR before all shows!
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with the 12th annual
Crowning of Miss Vivian & Virginia

o Sponsors: Napa Auto Parts of Warrenton - Old Towne Framing Co.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY SEPT. 18 & 19+ 7PM

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

For discounts to Shanghaied in
Astoria, go to our website

e AstorStreetOpryCompany.com

@ 129 W. BOND ST
UNIONTOWN
ASTORIA

(Behind the Chamber
of Commerce)
INFO: CALL
503-325-6104
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LEO FINZI
Microsoft
REGISTERED

Refurbisher

Our business and
residential service
aalls typically save
you 25% to 75%

Astoria’s Best

COMPUTER SALES,
SERVICES & REPAIRS

M-F 10-6, Sat 12-5
1020 Commercial #2
503-325-2300

SHAUN CURTAIN

Concealed-carry
Permit Trainer
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.360 921-2071

WWW. FlrearmTralnlngNW com
FirearmTrainingNW@gmail.com

Coastal-
COMMUNICATIONS

TELEVISION 7
INTERNET j

503-739- 8775

300 S. Roosevelt Dr. #7
Seaside, OR 97138

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL RETAILER!

Monday-Friday: 10-3
Sat. & Sun.: by appointment
Installs 7 days/week

Furniture & Appliance
Astoria * (503)325-1535
1555 Commercial Street

Store Hours
Mon. - Fri. 9:30 to 5:30
Saturday 10:00 to 5:00

More Locations:
Tillamook ¢ (503) 842-7111
1126 Main Ave

Lincoln City * (541) 996-2177
6255 SW Hwy. 101

Newport ¢ (541) 265-9520
5111 N. Coast Hwy.

Florence * (541)997-8214
18th & Hwy. 101

2014 Dog Day
winner Hefner with

his owner and
s::;:lekick, Daniel.

4\ storia
NMUINIDZN@ VAN

astoriasundaymarket.com

Now through Oct.11
12th Street * 10am to 3pm

JEFFREY M. LEINASSAR
DMD, FAGD

DENTAL EXCELLENCE

503/325-0310
1414 MARINE DRIVE,
ASTORIA
www.smileastoria.com

« Should |
* download and

install Windows
10?

® We highly recommend

® installing Windows 10. The
reactions of our customers has been
very positive. Windows 10 brings
back the start button that many
users wanted in Windows 8. It is
FAST, and includes the new
browser EDGE, which is fast, and
very secure. Click on the little
white rectangle, near the time and
date in the bottom right hand corner
of your screen, to order your free

upgrade.

Q:

Why consider
a Utah
concealed-
carry permit?

AO Utah’s concealed-

® carry permit is valid
in 35 states, including the
State of Washington. By
having the Utah permit it
allows you to carry a
firearm as if you were a
resident of those states.

Q What services
do you offer?

We are authorized retailers

°
A. for Dish, Directv, Charter,

Centurylink, DishNet satellite internet
and HughesNet satellite internet. We
also offer cellular phones and service
through Boost Mobile, T-Mobile,
MetroPCS, Page Plus, H20 & Net10.
When it comes to tv, internet &
phone...we’ve got you covered! Stop by
to discuss all of your options and start
saving money today! Thank you for
supporting your LOCAL small
businesses. Put your money where your
life is... SHOP LOCAL!

Should I be rinsing
my dishes prior to
washing them in my
dishwasher?

NO! Pre-rinsing is neither

[ ]
A recommended, nor is it required.

®  The fact of the matter is that
modern dish washing detergents do not
activate properly without some soft food
waste being introduced into the inside the
dishwasher tub during the wash cycle. You
will use more hot water pre-rinsing your
dishes than your dishwasher uses to wash an
entire load... which is usually less than 8-10
gallons per load. You will save money
without wasting a valuable water resource,
and your dishwasher will perform better,
which is what it is designed to do.

* What is Dog

* Day Afternoon?
Ao It is a fun event devoted

e to dogs at Astoria Sunday
Market that also helps raise funds
and awareness for Clatsop Animal
Assistance. Join us Sunday,
August 30 from 10 to 3 for a
treasure hunt agility course,
training games for dogs, tattoos
and a Pirate themed pet fashion
show at 2 pm sponsored by The
Pet Works, 4-H Classy Canines

and Arnicadia Farms Dog
Training!

« My dentist says | have a

e cavity needing a filling
but it doesn’t hurt.
Should | have the cavity
fixed now or wait?

We try to show our patients
with an intraoral camera on
a TV monitor what we see or find.
This usually answers why we
recommend a specific treatment.
Perhaps the question is, is it better
to fix something sooner, earlier, and
less expensive or better to wait until
it does hurt, is more complicated to
fix and likely now more expensive?




