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By HILLARY BORRUD
Capital Bureau

It could get easier for min-
ing companies to find promising
sites in southern and eastern Or-
egon, thanks to a new project the
Oregon Department of Geology

Riggs said the state created the
department in the 1930s to put
people to work, so House Bill
30809 ties into the agency’s orig-
inal mission.

“There’s gold mines all over
Southern Oregon that operat-
ed up to World War I1,” Riggs
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State set to survey possible developable mineral deposits

a lot of money to go into the
field and conduct in-depth stud-
ies, but for the information we
do have we can dedicate some
staff time to make sure that’s as
organized as possible for people
to use and access,” Riggs said.

from accounting employees at
other state agencies to straighten
out its finances earlier this year.
When those employees discov-
ered a revenue shortfall, the
geology department asked for
and received $800,000 from the
state Legislature to pay its bills

and Mineral Industries plans to said. “I would assume there’s Additional chores through June.
start soon. still gold in those mines ... They Ali Ryan, a spokeswoman “On the one hand we’re cut-
The agency will spend the were shut down because of the  for the agency, wrote in an email  ting back, we’re trying to make

next year evaluating which min-
eral deposits in southern and
eastern Oregon counties would
be most “economically devel-
opable,” under legislation that
state lawmakers passed earlier
this year. State mineral regu-
lators will also include a list of
all existing mineral inventories
in the study, evaluate the cost
to post mineral records online
and recommend potential future
mineral assessments.

House Bill 3089 set aside

Courtesy of Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries
The Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Indus-
tries will spend the next year studying the locations and
economic viability of mineral deposits in eastern and
southern Oregon, under a bill the Legislature passed ear-
lier this year. One of the state’s existing gold mines is the
Twin Lake Ranch site operated by Western Mine Develop-

ment in Baker County.
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war.

The agency has an extensive
collection of paper records on
mineral deposits around Ore-
gon, from talc and industrial
metals to precious metals, but
Riggs — who started working
for the agency in February —
said he did not know what por-
tion of those have been posted
online. By moving more of the
records to the agency’s website,
“we can have a single point for
people to access, it will make ita

that the agency has not yet set a
timeline for the project, but em-
ployees must present the results
to interim legislative commit-
tees by Sept. 15, 2016.

State Sen. Bill Hansell,
R-Athena, said he was initially
concerned whether the Depart-
ment of Geology and Mineral
Industries could handle the
project because as a member
of the Joint Committee On
Ways and Means Sub-Com-
mittee On Natural Resources,

it more efficient,” Hansell said
of the agency’s budget and staff.
“On the other hand, we’re giv-
ing them additional chores to do
and costing additional money to
doit”

In the end, however, Hansell
decided to support House Bill
3089.

“I was assured by the depart-
ment and also by some of the
customers that would use this
that this project would actually
help them to become more ef-

$25,000 from the state general those areas for things that could Regulates mining lot easier for them,” Riggs said. ~ he heard about “the various ficient and help streamline their

fund for the department to com-  actually create jobs.” and drilling Lawmakers originally want-  challenges they had budget expenditures in some ways they

plete the study. Although the bill called for The Department of Geology  ed the department to complete a ~ wise, different shortfalls they ~ would not without it,” Hansell
Richard Riggs, assistant di- the agency to estimate the cost ~and Mineral Industries regulates  full survey with field work, but ~ were having, and the expendi- ~ said.

rector for the agency’s mineral to post more records online, all mining and drilling in Oregon it would have cost more than the ~ ture out of accounts that — as This story first appeared

land regulation and reclamation
program, said the goal is to “do a
mineral resources assessment in

Riggs said employees might
start that work as part of the
study project.

above the ordinary high-water
line, and also researches land-
slides and other natural hazards.
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Legislature was willing to pay
this year, Riggs said.
“Unfortunately $25,000 isn’t

it turns out — they had to be
repaid.”
The agency had to get help

in the Oregon Capital Insider
newsletter. 1o subscribe, go to
oregoncapitalinsider.com.

Lower returns mean higher PERS contributions

By PETER WONG
Capital Bureau

arial firm contracted by PERS,
projects the average rate in-
crease for school districts at

7.75 percent to 7.5 percent in
2012.
According to a recent survey
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Government employers al-
ready face higher contribution

rate was not unexpected, al-
though the board chose the high-

would have been before is just
not right,” said Tammy Noeske
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Have you waited until the end of the year
to utilize your insurance benefits?

Estimated jackpot: $5.4 million.

Saturday’s Powerball: 7-13-24-49-
57, Powerball: 15

Estimated jackpot: $110 million.

Sunday’s Daily Game: 9-9-9

Sunday’s Keno: 07-08-09-25-30-
35-37-41-42-46-49-51-53-61-64-68-
70-71-73-76

Friday’s Daily Game: 1-0-1

Friday’s Keno: 06-08-21-22-26-27-
28-29-37-41-43-44-45-47-50-53-59-
72-76-78

Saturday’s Pick 4: Sunday’s Match 4: 14-18-19-23 Friday’s Match 4: 01-06-20-24
1p.m.:8-3-8-4 Saturday’s Daily Game: 5-3-8 Friday’s Mega Millions: 8-32-33-
4 p.m.: 8-0-9-3 Saturday’s Hit 5: 06-18-26-29-32 40-46, Mega Ball: 10

MONDAY
Astoria City Council,
5:30 p.m., work session, 7

Public meetings

6 p.m., 34583 U.S. Highway
101 Business.

tary Sewer District Board,
6 p.m., 34583 U.S. Highway
101 Business.

p.m., regular meeting, City TUESDAY Seaside Planning Com-
Hall, 1095 Duane St. Port of Astoria, 5 p.m., mission, 7 p.m., City Hall
Knappa School Board, workshop, old Port offices, Council Chambers, 989
5:30 p.m., work session, 422 Gateway Ave. Broadway, Seaside.
Knappa High School library, Astoria School Board re- Cannon Beach City
41535 Old U.S. Highway 30.  treat, 5:30 p.m., CMH Field, Council, 6 p.m., City Hall,
Youngs River Lewis & 1800 Williamsport Road. 163 E. Gower St., Cannon
Clark Water District Board, Miles Crossing Sani- Beach.
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