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“You put a kfid wfith a horse and fit’s magfic, what hap-
pens.” So says Rfick Haug, owner off Back Country Wfil-

Beach Penfinsula fit’s best known ffor provfidfing beach 
horse rfides and horse and buggy tours. 
Haug and hfis ffamfily have had the busfiness ffor 22 

years. For 18 off those years Haug handled both horse 
rfides and buggfies. Now past normal retfirement age, he 
contents hfimselff wfith drfivfing the ffree wagons rfides at the 

Beach. 
It was a long and offten pafinfful journey that brought 

Rfick Haug to where he sfits now, 6 ffeet up 
and holdfing the refins. He grew up fin the 
Trfi-Cfitfies area off Washfington, he says, 
“where we always had horses, and I’ve 
had horses ever sfince. I had 12 or 15 
horses around, or I ffelt lfike I was affoot.”
At the age off 13, Haug got a job as 

a ffeedlot cowboy. “I rode the pens tak-
fing care off cattle. There was nothfing I 
enjoyed more, and there’s nothfing you 
can do that wfill starve you ffaster,” he 
says. Although lfivfing and workfing fin 
Trfi-Cfitfies, he vacatfioned wfith hfis mother 

Beach Penfinsula — a place he came to 
love.
Then Vfietnam came along, where he 

spent three-and-a-halff years as a combat finffantryman, ffol-
lowed by 21 months fin hospfital. “When I was well enough 
to work,” Haug says, “they put me fin the hospfital’s Wel-

would make the men ffeel good about themselves.” He set 

the men, who learned they could stfill contrfibute despfite 
thefir dfisabfilfitfies.
Affter hfis dfischarge, Haug moved wfith hfis wfiffe, Kathy, 

to Kansas, where they started two busfinesses. “She ran the 
meat packfing ffrom her desk, and I ran the truckfing ffrom 
my desk across the room,” he says. The trucks, whfich 
Haug drove ffor years, hauled hazardous materfials: “What 
we carrfied could scald you or blow you up or asphyxfiate 
you, or hurt you somehow, but fit pafid well.”
For 25 years they took no vacatfions, and 4-H wfith thefir 

kfids was what they dfid ffor ffun. Then, one day, Haug was 
watchfing TV, and what he saw changed hfis lfiffe. It was a 
show called “The Great Inns off Amerfica,” and he saw a 
man pfickfing up tourfists at an finn ffor a surrey rfide on the 
beach. He watched fit more careffully, and he realfized that 
the show was about the Shelburne Inn. “I’ve been to that 
place,” he safid to hfis wfiffe. “It’s fin Seavfiew, Washfington,” 
the scene off so many ffond memorfies.
“That planted the seed,” says Haug, “We worked 24/7, 

and we were ready ffor somethfing dfifffferent. I thought, how
neat would fit be to make a lfivfing dofing somethfing I really

to get a ffeel ffor the communfity and talk to locals, and 

always been my finterest.”) to Washfington. “I was ready to
sell, and what I dfidn’t sell I walked away ffrom,” he says. 
Soon he was managfing Back Country and shortly thereaff-
ter bought the company.
“The lfittle gfirls gravfitate toward you because they

love horses, and the lfittle boys because they want to be 
cowboys,” Haug says, and he has storfies off local kfids that
came to work ffor hfim and “learned some responsfibfilfity,”

and off those who learned somethfing about
lfiffe whfile rfidfing a horse.

-
range an overnfight horseback experfience
ffor a group off finner cfity kfids. Haug took 
them up above Fort Columbfia, and aff-
ter they learned they couldn’t mount a
horse wfith the crotches off thefir low-

physfics,” says Haug), he could begfin 
to teach them. About campfing so they
lefft no trace. About cookfing dfinner and
a cobbler fin a Dutch oven. About the
Chfinooks, Capt. Gray and the Russfian
ffur traders, wfith the locales spread out
below. “It was kfind off sneakfing up on 

them,” he says. “They were learnfing some-
thfing wfithout knowfing fit.”
Back Country fisn’t just about kfids. People off all ages

enjoy themselves, and the ultfimate Back Country experfi-
ence fis the Beard’s Hollow barbecue the company puts on

-
ner cooked on a grfill, and ffour hours off horse or buggy rfid-
fing that ends as the sun fis settfing. Romantfic. Magfic. Even

As ffor Rfick Haug, he has 50 horses now. “They’re lfike
people; they’re all dfifffferent,” he says. “They’re the plea-
sure part off my whole lfiffe.”

The Back Country corral fis located at 409 Sfid Snyder Drfive fin Long 
Beach, Washfington. Pfick-up and drop-off ffor the ffree SummerFest 
carrfiage rfides fis on the southwest corner off Thfird Street and Ocean 
Beach Blvd. (Hwy 103). For ffurther finfformatfion, call 360-642-2576.
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Rfick Haug, owner off Back Country Wfilderness Outfitters, drfives the ffree wagons rfides at SummerFest, sponsored by 
the cfity off Long Beach. 

Back Country Wfilderness Outfitters fin Long Beach, Washfington, offers beach horse rfides and horse and buggy tours 
to all ages.

HORSES FOR LIFE
Affter years off befing a truck drfiver, Rfick Haug  

decfided to make a lfivfing dofing somethfing he loves
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