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9-1-WHAT?

?
THE BEST OF THE WORST CALLS TO ASTORIA 911 DISPATCH

T
his week’s entries are brought to you by the word “misunderstand-
ing.”
Someone in Seaside mistook a man taking a nap for a drunk. A 

-
zen Police Academy session. A man working on a condo was mistaken for a 
prowler. And a sea lion’s natural markings were thought to be a net or rope.
There was that house egging by a disgruntled ex, though. We’re fairly 

certain that was no mistake ...

few of the sometimes head-scratching calls to area dispatch take center-
stage. The full feed is at www.twitter.com/9_1_WHAT.

EGGING US ON 

By NELS FLESHER
Special to The Daily 

Astorian

T
here’s no forest in the 
Bible.
Gardens  with  

trees are there, but no land-
scape-spanning city of tree, 
shrub, and ground more or-
ganic than mineral. All this 
makes one of my favorite 
quotes about the Bible all 
the more novel. Regarding 
his own translation of the Bi-
ble, Martin Luther said that 
if Scripture were a vast and 
mighty forest there would not 
be a single tree in it that he 
had not shaken with his own 
hand.
In other words, the Bible 

is not a reference book; it’s 
more of an ecosystem — an 
interactive space — and one 

-

tors admitted in this phrase to 
entering it like a bull enters a 
china cabinet!
Often those of us who 

claim to love the words of the 
Bible tend to put the greatest 
limits on what they can do. We 
forget our sense of wondering 
humility when approaching a 
book we call holy. We forget 
that opening its pages is like 
entering a grove of trees so 
old they remember the turn of 
the previous millennium. We 
forget that the holy cannot be 
owned or manipulated. 
No forest, but trees of life 

They stand, in Genesis, Prov-
erbs, Ezekiel, and even Reve-
lation to shelter the diversity 
in creation.
I’m afraid that when mod-

into a manifesto we turn com-
munities into monocultures. 
So let’s remember how to 
wander into forests of trees 
and forests of pages. Let’s 
look for surprises, for contra-
dictions, and for shelter.
Nels Flesher is the pastor 

at Naselle, Wash., Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church.

The Bible as an ecosystem, not reference book

Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian

Nels Flesher at Naselle, Wash., Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Beliefs
INSPIRATIONAL MESSAGES FROM LOCAL CLERGY

Job approval 
rating has 
fallen in US
By RACHEL ZOLL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Two 

to the U.S., Pope Francis’ ap-
proval rating among Ameri-
cans has plummeted, driven 
mostly by a decline among 
political conservatives and 

to a new Gallup poll.
Fifty-nine  percent  of  

Americans said this month 
they had a favorable view of 
the pope, compared to 76 per-

reported. The share of Ameri-
cans who disapproved of the 

-
riod. The changes were most 
dramatic among political con-
servatives, whose opinion of 
Francis nosedived by 27 per-

-

The survey was conducted 

after the pope released his 
bombshell teaching document 
proclaiming climate change 
largely man-made and exco-
riating an economic system 
he said drives global warming 
and exploits the poor. The sur-

had a margin of error of plus 

When the poll was under 
-

in American pope, was on a 
homecoming tour through 
South America that especially 
unsettled conservatives. 

-
livia an address that the Rev. 

Jim Martin, editor at large of 
the Jesuit magazine America, 
called Francis’ most revolu-
tionary so far the pope called 
for radical reform of the glob-
al economy and solidarity 
with the poor, while naming 
labor, lodging and land as “sa-
cred rights.” 
Mark Gray, polling direc-

Research in the Apostolate at 
Georgetown University, said 

political party than their 
-

peting for the Republican 
presidential nomination have 
criticized or distanced them-
selves from the pope over his 
role in the historic thaw in 

insistence that unfettered cap-
italism has hurt the poorest 
and most vulnerable. 

have also expressed discom-
fort with Francis’ style and 

-
lic World Report, last week 
wrote that while he agreed 
with the pope’s criticisms of 
consumerism and overreli-
ance on technology as a cure 
for society’s ills, Olson also 
found a “weariness” among 

of many of Francis’ sermons 
and statements, which Olson 
described as often “harangu-
ing, harping, exhorting, lec-
turing” and “grating.” 

However, political liberals 
also appeared to have soured 

-

since last year. John Gehring, 

Faith in Public Life, a liberal 
advocacy group in Washing-
ton, said, “some progressives 
naively expected him to over-
turn church teaching on abor-
tion, contraception and same-
sex marriage.” 
Francis raised the hopes of 

gays and lesbians when he fa-

mously uttered, “Who am I to 

said “we shouldn’t margin-
alize these people.” Francis
has repeated his emphasis on
being more open to gays and

church teaching on marriage
and abortion, most recently in
his ecology document, or en-
cyclical, last month.
Gallup also found an in-

crease in people who said they
had no opinion about the pope 
or hadn’t heard of him, rising 

percent this month.
After his surge in overall

popularity last year, the pope’s 
approval ratings are now back 
to the level they were soon 

according to Gallup. The Pew 
-

ilar if less dramatic pattern,
with a peak in Francis’ favor-
ability at 70 percent this past

-
cent last month. 
Francis is due to arrive in

22, and will also travel to New
York and Philadelphia. One
of the most-watched events

where Republicans have large-
ly ignored his climate change
encyclical. Francis added a

church historian at Kean Uni-
versity in New Jersey, said the
decline from such a high-level
of popularity was not surpris-
ing. “Who can sustain those

-
litto said. 
“Whether liberal or con-

servative, you love the pope 
when he agrees with you,” 
Bellitto said. “And he’s been
saying things that annoy both
sides.” 

Gregorio Borgia/AP Photo

Pope Francis, shown here walking with Bolivian President Evo Morales in July, has lost support among political con-
servatives and Roman Catholics in the U.S.
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