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OPINION

Keith Clark must make good 
on his threats or let go

In John O’Hara’s short story We’re Friends Again, an aging actress gives a reporter a piece of wisdom, born of decades 

backstage. She tells him that if actors let everyone’s love af-

fairs get in the way of performing, there would be no theater.
The performing arts are like that. 

Behind the curtain there is always a 
measure of messiness as egos collide. 
The audience seldom sees that.

-
port the performing arts are increas-
ingly in the news as they struggle to 
survive in the digital age. The New 
Yorker recently gave readers a deep 

personalities in the board room of the 
Metropolitan Opera.
This week, the stresses inside the 

Astoria Music Festival became pub-
lic. Erick Bengel reported the mass 
resignation of the festival’s board in 
Tuesday’s edition.
Anyone familiar with the festi-

val’s recent history could see this 
coming. It is a collision involving a 
volunteer board and its artistic direc-
tor. As the board took steps to pro-

management, the artistic director 
was hesitant and resistant.
Keith Clark is the artistic director, 

the beginning. While Clark has the 
artistic sensibilities a festival would 
want in its principal conductor, he 
lacks management aptitude or skills. 

the festival was a recognition that 
Clark needed an administrator.

-
tion’s survival — especially an artis-

hard-headed businesspeople.
Leonard Bernstein was one of the 

most creative musical talents America 

has produced. But Bernstein was not 
allowed to run the business of the 
New York Philharmonic.
The resignation of the festival’s 

managing director, Carol Shepherd, was 
especially unfortunate, for two reasons. 
Shepherd left an important position at 
the Columbia River Maritime Museum 

musical and management skills to give 
shape to the festival’s administration. 
Clark was a fool to push Shepherd to 
the place where she would leave. Even 
as Shepherd was putting together one of 
the best-administered festivals, earning 
record ticket revenue, Clark was threat-
ening to decamp — to move the festival 
to Longview, Wash.
While Clark’s podium presence 

has been compelling to audiences, 
his backstage persona has been re-
pellent to board members and collab-
orators for years. If Clark is honest 
with himself, he will recall that other 

the music festival board years ago. 
Musicians have found him to be sur-
prisingly unprepared.
This week’s events place the ball 

-
tival is a large cultural asset. It will be 
unfortunate if it dies. But it is also no 

seeing Clark’s instability, have made 

he might one day leave.
The ball is in Keith Clark’s court. 

He must build a new festival or call 
it quits.
Don’t keep us waiting.

Don’t keep us 
waiting

Former Vice President Al Gore says it is 
insane to permit Arctic oil development

An ice-breaking vessel now making its way toward the mouth of the 
Columbia is on the front line of a devel-
oping environmental war over the rush 
to drill for oil in the thawing high Arctic. 
Arrival of the MSV Fennica in the 

river and at Vigor Industrial Shipyard 
in Portland is a potent symbol of how 

is with Alaska and hydrocarbon de-
velopment there. Alaska’s now-de-
pleting North Slope has fueled oil 

Not counting long-term impacts 
on the climate and oceans, these re-
lationships have been economically 

it employs about 2,500 in Oregon, 
Washington and Alaska.
Climate-change activists vocally 

argue it is time to take climate impacts 
into account, while they and others 
also worry about the potential for spills 
and other direct damage from Royal 

and gas in Alaska’s Chukchi Sea.
U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley agrees: “If 

we are going to address global warm-
ing, we have got to leave 80 percent 
of the fossil fuel reserves that we have 

We should not be opening up new ar-
eas to drilling like the Arctic.” Former 
Vice President Al Gore says it is in-

sane to permit Arctic oil development.
A story by Oregon Public 

Broadcasting  suggests  protests  
against the ice-breaker will have no 
actual effect on Shell’s plans. The 
company claims be all set to com-
mence drilling, with or without the 
Fennica. This may simply be games-
manship: its drilling permits include 
strict safety provisions and it’s hard to 
see how it can do without the emer-
gency well-capping equipment the 
Fennica deploys. 
Partly due to America’s politically 

divided government, partly because 
of the role of corporate money in poli-
tics and partly because we simply still 
need and use a lot of oil, U.S. policies 
concerning fossil-fuel development 
increasingly resemble the national 
equivalent of multiple-personality 
disorder. Even President Obama, who 

greatest threat to the country, stands 
by as we initiate new hydrocarbon 

The president is the one person in 
a position to make a meaningful dif-
ference in Arctic drilling. As with any 
decision nowadays, a move to block 
Shell’s project would unleash a vast 
ration of adverse reactions. But there is 
every legitimate reason to believe U.S. 
interests are intensely threatened by 
hewing to status-quo energy policies. 

‘The height of 
irresponsibility’

One view of The New Yorker tsunami story from a New Yorker
By R.J. MARX
The Daily Astorian

The New Yorker piece by Kathryn The Earthquake That Will 
Devastate Seattle, terrifyingly chroni-
cles the all but inevitable fate of those 
of us living in the Cascadia subduction 

be our worst disaster ever.” 
“Worst … ” “Disaster … ” “Ever.”
Even Steven Spielberg wouldn’t 

use that tagline without thinking twice.
“Is that you?” a friend Face-

book-messaged from the East Coast.
Ummm, yeah. Seaside. Cannon 

Beach. Gearhart. The cities we cover. 
The city where I live. We’re at ground 

When the big one hits, “anything 
indoors and unsecured will lurch 

are not bolted to their foundations will 
slide off — or rather, they will stay put, 
obeying inertia, while the foundations, 
together with the rest of the Northwest, 
jolt westward. Unmoored on the undu-
lating ground, the homes will begin to 
collapse.” 

concludes, “tsunamis may be the clos-
est thing to being completely unsurviv-
able.”
Lest you think this is East Coast 

-
nians. 
Quoted are Seaside School District 

10 Superintendent Doug Dougherty, 
Seaside City Planner Kevin Cupples, 
Jay Wilson, Chairman of the Oregon 
Seismic Safety Policy Advisory Com-
mission and Ian Madin, who directs the 
Oregon Department of Geology and 
Mineral Industries.
It’s not that this is “new” news 

here: In 1964 a wave spread over Sea-

and streets. “Tsunami smashes coastal 
communities,” read the Signal’s head-
line after the March 27 magnitude 9.2 
event. “No one hurt when wave dam-
ages homes, bridge.”
“Striking with no warning, the tidal 

wave resulting from the Alaskan earth-
quakes hit the Seaside-Gearhart area 
Friday night before anybody could 
leave his home,” wrote the Signal’s 

ago. 
Below the fold, a headline from 

farther south read: “Cannon Beach de-
clared disaster area by governor.” 
Mrs. Rose Emery wrote: “The seis-

mic wave poured down the streets of 
the city, carrying logs, debris and sand 
everywhere between buildings and lit-
tering streets.”
As if the area needed a reminder, 

tsunamis in Indonesia in 2004 and Ja-

pan in 2011 sent ripples — and warn-

pierced the air in Seaside,” wrote USA 
Today in 2011. “Restaurants, gift shops 
and other beachfront businesses stayed 
shuttered. Some residents moved to the 
hills nearby.”
Geologists and authors mined this 

-
ly chronicles our region’s geologic 
history, those seeking more thrills and 

-
cadia’s Fault, by Jerry Thompson and 

of quake-disaster titles is growing fast-
er than Hal Lindsey’s bookshelf. 

On the other coast
But before you sell the house and 

head for the Plains, it may be important 

a lot more ink than those predicting a 
mild winter. 
In New York City after 2001, when 

the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers 
fell, there was an immediate awareness 
of the dangers around us.
In late 2001, nothing seemed to 

hold greater potential for catastrophe 
than the 40-year-old Indian Point nu-
clear reactor situated on the shore of 
the Hudson River, 35 miles north of 
Midtown Manhattan and the 11 million 
people living in the metropolitan area. 
The reactor was determined to be 

outdated, unsafe, with leaky pipes 
spilling radioactive tritium into the riv-
er and contaminating local water sup-
plies. Fuel rods were stored in “swim-
ming pools on the roof” of buildings 
“no sturdier than your average Kmart 
building,” wrote the environmental 
watchdog group Riverkeeper.
“More than 20 million people live 

Kolbert wrote in the same New Yorker 

a congressional subcommittee estimat-
ed that, under worst-case conditions, a 
catastrophe at one of the Indian Point 
reactors could result in 50,000 fatal-
ities and more than 100,000 radiation 

injuries.”

“uninhabitable” if the accident-prone
Indian Point nuke plant suffered a
Chernobyl-like disaster, Robert F.
Kennedy Jr., representing the Nation-
al Resource Defense Council, said in
2011. That same year Indian Point was
labeled the reactor with the “highest
risk rating” in the nation. 
But millions of people in New York

City are staying put, despite the out-
moded facilities, leaks, growing stock-
pile of radioactive fuel rods and an in-
creasingly unworkable evacuation plan

Be scared, but prepared
In the best case, the assiduously

written and researched New York-
er story validates the number of 
hard-working and dedicated scientists
and engineers who have tracked the

for decades. It gives a gold star to those 
visionary county planners and city of-

and implement safety protections for
the North Coast’s vulnerable commu-
nities. 
The story can inspire a national

awareness to what the North Coast has 
known for decades. It provides solid 
ground for legislators and an emphat-
ic wake-up call for residents and re-
sponders alike. Preparedness and pub-
lic education are two things everyone
can agree on. 
But for those caught in the sneaker

wave of the headline, don’t be shocked
if The New Yorker abandons us. If the
“Earthquake that could devastate Se-
attle” doesn’t, the national media will

disaster. 
Topics of which there are no short-

-
ample. The New Yorker is already on
it, with “Drought City,” April 6; “Cali-
fornia runs dry,” May 4; and “The dis-
appearing Colorado River,” May 25. In 
one of those, a source warns the author:
“Beware apocalyptic journalism.” 
We agree. Prepare for the worst, but

greet every new day. 

Cannon Beach sent us this note: “If
you haven’t read The New Yorker
piece, you are missing a real good
chance of getting the bejesus scared
out of you.”
When you’re looking at the poten-

tial for a tsunami, “scared” is a good 
thing. But if you’re going to run, just 
make sure you know where you’re 
running to. 
R.J. Marx is The Daily Astorian’s

South County reporter and editor of
the Seaside Signal and Cannon Beach 
Gazatte. He moved here this year from
New York state.

No matter where you live, is 
disaster around the corner?

By FRANK BRUNI
New York Times News Service

Bob Kerrey served in the Sen-ate with John McCain, is also 
a Vietnam veteran and has run for 
president, so he has been asked in-
cessantly over recent days to appear 
on television and weigh in on Don-
ald Trump’s vile besmirching of Mc-
Cain’s military record.
He accepted only one of those 

invitations, from a friend. Other-
wise he mostly stayed mum, lest he 
abet Trump’s ultimate goal, which is 
to turn his name into a news media 
mantra: Trump, Trump, Trump.
But on the phone Tuesday, Ker-

rey’s frustration — no, let’s call it dis-
gust — boiled over, and he, too, talked 
about Trump, Trump, Trump. I recount 
our conversation because I think Ker-
rey speaks for most Americans and 
because his comments capture what a 
conundrum many of us face.
If we discuss Trump, as I’ve done 

in several columns, we reward his bad 
and transcendently self-serving behav-
ior, no matter how neg-
ative our assessments of 
him or how many larger 
truths we engage.
If we don’t discuss 

him, we ignore some-
thing real, in a fashion 
that’s irresponsible.
By something real, I 

mean the fact that Trump 
has measurable sup-
port, at least for now. In a nationwide 
ABC News/Washington Post poll of 
Republicans and Republican-leaning 
independents that was released Mon-
day, he was in the lead for the party’s 
presidential nomination, the favorite 

closest contenders were Scott Walker 
(13 percent) and Jeb Bush (12).
And yet.
“This is not a national primary,” 

Kerrey said, noting that Trump’s 24 
percent has dubious predictive power 

for a consequential handful 
of individual contests in 

-
actly mirrors of America. 
“So who the hell cares what 
his numbers are national-
ly?”
“He’s not going to do 

that well in Iowa,” Kerrey 
continued. “There’s nothing 
about Trump that indicates 
that the evangelical com-
munity there is going to em-
brace him. And does anyone seriously 
think he has the kind of ground organi-

-
ple out to vote?”
“He’s got no ground game,” Ker-

rey continued. “It’s all up in Donald’s 
head! Everything’s in Donald’s head. 
It’s the political version of ‘Being John 
Malkovich.’”
“The people running the networks 

know this,” he added, sighing. But 
they deliberately play it down as they 

-
cluding the McCain insult — to Trump 
anew and to Trump ad nauseam.

Kerrey  groaned.  
“They’ve got a good 
sideshow going: ‘Are 
veterans  offended?’  
‘Donald, are you going 

-
sulting McCain? He’s 
been insulted by better 
than Trump.”
Television has suc-

cumbed to the mantra 
more than other media, because it in 
particular thrives on theater, which 

of us at newspapers and websites have 

the best approach.
The Hufngton Post’s answer was 

to relegate Trump coverage to its en-

he’s putting on a show, not running a 
serious campaign. So it was there that 
readers found a story about Trump’s 
latest attention-getting prank: During 

a televised rally Tuesday,
he ratcheted up his continu-
ing feud with Sen. Lindsey
Graham by publicly divulg-
ing Graham’s cellphone
number.
But for all Trump’s

antics and nonsense, he
placed second to Bush in a
New Hampshire poll late
last month. In a more recent
Iowa poll, he trailed only
Walker.

Kerrey conceded: “I don’t think 
you can really ignore it. But you have

what his odds of being the Republi-
can nominee are. And they’re practi-

“Yeah, 5,000 people showed up at
your event,” he said. “I could get 5,000
people to show up at the bearded lady. 
He is, in his way, a freak show.”
Kerrey thinks that Trump is princi-

pally interested in promoting his brand
and padding his net worth, even if he 
has perhaps suffered a few short-term
setbacks because of companies’ sever-
ing ties with him.
I think that Trump has an ego as

ravenous as they come, with dimen-
sions remarkable even for the political
arena, and that his presidential bid is
a splendiferous buffet for it. Watch it
sup. See it swell. Look now: It’s a mar-
velous blimp.
But is his engorgement our debase-

ment?
“It is not good for American poli-

tics,” Kerrey said.
I noted that some of his fellow Dem-

ocrats were reveling in Trump, who
was causing the Republican Party grief.
“I’m not putting my partisan hat 

on,” Kerrey said. “I’m putting my
American hat on and saying: I want us
to elect a great leader. And it’s going to

spent will be in the billions. It’s going
to be hard enough to keep our balance
and select a great leader even without
this clown.”

To Trump or not to Trump?

Trump has 
an ego as 
ravenous 
as they 
come.

Frank  
Bruni

SEEN FROM

SEASIDE

BY
R.J.
MARX


