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OPINION

E

The New York 
Times

The New York 
Times

is that “a once hidden conversation 
a o t edica  a tono  and the 
do nsides o  i e s ort techno o ies 
is e odin  into the ider c t re

hat is a ver  hea th  o tco e

edicare s decision
is a a e chan er

O r re ion s c rio s  ar  and 
dr  s rin  and ear  s er 

are rovin  to e a case st d  in “ e 
care  hat o  ish or  ar  

ater and o  strea   o s are creat
in  serio s ro e s or sa on  

The latest edition of Columbia 
Basin Bulletin is a litan  of orriso e 
ne s a o t i acted rivers and har
f l effects on  sh  o hile coastal res
idents of the aci  c orth est re oice 
in e eriencin  a en ine s er  
nli e the e tended dri l  id ear 
onths that la e s so e ears  

the ne s is not all ood
ere are so e of the Bulletin’s 

tro lin  stories
 “The ater te erat re at the 

illa ette alls co ntin  station hit 
 de rees ahrenheit  l   and 

contin e d  to hover aro nd  de
rees  last  ee  s a res lt  h n

dreds of sal on and steelhead have 
s cc ed to a acteria e acer ated 

 ar er than nor al ater in the 
illa ette iver  as ell as in other 
orth est rivers

 “ al on and river ana ers of 
the re ional Technical ana e ent 
Tea  rie   lost their attle to ee  
na e iver te erat res in the o er 
ranite a  tailrace elo   de rees 
ahrenheit last  ee  as lo  ater  

hi her river te erat res fro  
strea  and ar er than nor al eath
er contin es to la e the orth est

 “ ead and distressed soc e e 
sal on fo nd this ast ee end l  

 in the esch tes iver a ear 
to have een  sh fro  the ol ia 

iver o nd for other river locations 
that li el  s a  into the esch tes in 
search of cooler ater  arl  atholo

 res lts s est the soc e e sal on 
died fro  col naris  a acterial in
fection t icall  associated ith hi h 

ater te erat res and or lo  levels 
of dissolved o en

 “ ivers and strea s thro ho t 
the ol ia asin  to var in  de
rees  are no   o in  at levels nor
all  seen in late s er  ver thin  

rett  ch so th of the anadian 
order is loo in  rett  athetic  act

all  a senior federal h drolo ist said
ll this is ha enin  in the conte t 

of sal on ret rns that re ain ver  
stron  at least on the ol ia   drive 
across the storia  rid e reveals scores 
of  shin  oats arta in  in the lar est 
s er hinoo  r n since  alon  

ith a forecast  soc e e  These 
oats and sal on re resent a lar e 

co onent of o r econo
t e sho ld e re ared for de

la ed i acts on sal on fro  c rrent 
conditions  Three ears fro  no  

e a  e loo in  at  shin  seasons 
ore li e those of a decade or t o 

a o  hen so e s o e of the end of 
co ercial and recreational harvests  

ven this ear  state  sheries ana
ers have disc ssed t so far resisted 
i osin   shin  restrictions in the af
ternoons on so e rivers  hen ar
in  ater e ins to stress  sh

These conditions are  for no  an 
ano al  that are e ected to r n their 
co rse  t erha s not ntil after on
oin  l i o conditions r n their 

co rse in a ear or so  t hat e 
are e eriencin  no  is a stron  fore
taste of hat it ill e li e ore  or 
less ever  ear  id cent r

hat can e do  ncreasin l  e ll 
need to  nd a s to iti ate te era
t res in rivers and reservoirs  aintain
in  shade and in strea   o s  s sno  
ac s eco e a less relia le ethod of 

nat ral ater stora e  e ill need to 
conte late tr in  to hold ac  ore 

inter rainfall for se in the s er 
and a t n  s the cli ate e no  
co es to an end  onl  fast ada tive ac
tion stands ch chance of reservin  
vesti es of fa iliar life

e caref l hat
o  ish for

By PAUL KRUGMAN
New York Times News Service

A ericans or  lon er ho rs 
than their co nter arts in 

st a o t ever  other ealth  
co ntr  e are no n  a on  
those ho st d  s ch thin s  as 
the “no vacation nation  

ccordin  to a  st d  f ll
ti e  or ers t in al ost  
ercent ore ho rs over the co rse 

of a ear than their er an co nter
arts  lar el  eca se the  had onl  

half as an  ee s of aid leave
ot s r risin l  or life alance 

is a i  ro le  for an  eo le
t e  sh  ho is still at

te tin  to stif  his l dicro s 
clai  that he can do le o r rate of 
econo ic ro th  sa s that er
icans “need to or  lon er ho rs and 
thro h their rod ctivit  ain ore 
inco e for their fa ilies

sh s aides have tried to s in 
a a  his re ar  clai in  that he 

as onl  referrin  to or ers tr in  
to  nd f ll ti e o s ho re ain 
st c  in art ti e e
lo ent  t s o vi

o s fro  the conte t  
ho ever  that this 

asn t hat he as 
tal in  a o t  The 
real so rce of his re

ar  as the “nation 
of ta ers  do a that 
has ta en over conser
vative circles in recent 
ears  the insistence 

that a lar e n er 
of ericans  hite 
as ell as lac  are 
choosin  not to or  
eca se the  can live lives of leis re 

than s to overn ent ro ra s
o  see this la iness do a ev

er here on the ri ht  t as the hid
den ac ro nd to itt o ne s 
infa o s  ercent re ar  t n
derla  the f rio s attac s on ne
lo ent ene  ts at a ti e of ass 
ne lo ent and on food sta s 

hen the  rovided a vital 
lifeline for tens of illions 
of ericans  t drives 
clai s that an  if not 

ost  or ers receivin  
disa ilit  a ents are 

alin erers  “ ver half 
of the eo le on disa ilit  
are either an io s or their 
ac  h rts  sa s en  
and a l

t all adds  to a vision 
of the orld in hich the 
i est ro le  facin  erica is 

that e re too nice to fello  citi ens 
facin  hardshi  nd the a eal of 
this vision to conservatives is o
vio s  t ives the  another reason 
to do hat the  ant to do an a  
na el  slash aid to the less fort nate 

hile c ttin  ta es on the rich
iven ho  attractive the ri ht 

 nds the i a e of la iness r n ild  
o  o ldn t e ect contrar  ev

idence to a e ch  if an  dent 
in the do a  ederal s endin  on 
“inco e sec rit   food sta s  
ne lo ent ene  ts  and rett  

ch ever thin  else o  i ht call 
“ elfare  e ce t edicaid  has 
sho n no ard trend as a share of 

 it s r ed d rin  
the reat ecession 
and after ath t 

ic l  dro ed ac  
to historical levels  

a l s n ers are 
all ron  and ore 
roadl  disa ilit  

clai s have risen no 
ore than o  o ld 

e ect  iven the a
in  of the o lation  

t no atter  an e
ide ic of la iness is 
their stor  and the re 
stic in  ith it

here does e  sh  t into 
this stor  ell efore his “lon er 
ho rs  affe  he had rofessed hi
self a reat ad irer of the or  of 

harles rra  a conservative so
cial anal st ost fa o s for his  
oo  The Bell Curve  hich clai ed 

that lac s are eneticall  inferior 
to hites  hat sh see s to ad

ire ost  ho ever  is a 
ore recent oo  Coming

Apart  hich notes that 
over the ast fe  decades

or in class hite fa i
lies have een chan in  in

ch the sa e a  that 
frican erican fa i

lies chan ed in the s 
and s  ith declinin
rates of arria e and la

or force artici ation
o e of s loo  at 

these chan es and see the  as con
se ences of an econo  that no 
lon er offers ood o s to ordinar

or ers  This ha ened to fri
can ericans  rst  as l e collar
o s disa eared fro  inner cities

t has no  eco e a ch id
er heno enon than s to soarin  
inco e ine alit  rra  ho
ever  sees the chan es as the con
se ence of a sterio s decline 
in traditional val es  ena led  

overn ent ro ra s hich ean
that en no lon er “need to or  
to s rvive  nd sh res a l
shares that vie

The oint is that sh s cl s  
call for lon er or  ho rs asn t a 

ere ver al st le  t as  instead
an indication that he stands  r l  
on the ri ht side of the reat divide 
over hat or in  erican fa i
lies need

There s no  an effective consen
s s a on  e ocrats  on dis la
in illar  linton s  onda  s eech
on the econo   that or ers need

ore hel  in the for  of aranteed
health ins rance  hi her ini  

a es  enhanced ar ainin  o er  
and ore  e licans  ho ever  

elieve that erican or ers st 
aren t tr in  hard eno h to i rove
their sit ation  and that the a  to 
chan e that is to stri  a a  the safe
t  net hile c ttin  ta es on ealth
“ o  creators

nd hile e  sh a  so e
ti es so nd li e a oderate  he s 
ver  ch in line ith the art  con
sens s  f he a es it to the hite 

o se  the la iness do a ill r le 
lic olic

The GOP’s laziness dogma

By CHARLES M. BLOW
New York Times News Service

I ill never for et the cto er  
feat re on National Geographic’s 
e site

There as a air of ortraits of 
olive s inned  r li ed o s  one 

ith a ane of c rl  lac  hair  the 
other ith the tendrils of lond c rls 
fallin  into his face

The ortraits rested a ove the 
headline  “The han in  ace of 

erica  e ve eco e a co ntr  
here race is no lon er 

so lac  or hite  t 
as a o t the e losion 

of interracial arria e 
in erica and ho  it is 
li el  to i act oth o r 
conce t of race and the 
h sical a earances of 

ericans
s the e  esearch 

enter ointed o t in 
a  re ort  “ o t 

 ercent of all ne  
arria es in the nited 
tates in  ere e

t een s o ses of a dif
ferent race or ethnicit  
fro  one another  ore 
than do le the share in 

  ercent
eo le often thin  of the ro nin  

of erica as a factor of i i ration 
or racial ethnic variances in irth 
rates  t it st also e considered 
this a  as a f nction of interracial 
co lin  and racial identi  cations

This freedo  and  idit  is  on 
one level  a ea tif l si n of societal 
ro ress to ard less racial ri idit  

t  at the sa e ti e   a  left ith 
a na in  estion  oes this ro n
in  re resent an overco in  on 
so e level  of anti lac  racis  or a 
socio evol tionar  sideste in  of it

s so e a e choices that chal
len e the ri id racial caste s ste  
in this co ntr   one strictl  dra n 
and enforced  at least in art  to re
late the ara eters of freedo  and 

enslave ent  is ever one elevated 
in the rocess  or are those on the 
dar est end of the s ectr  still s

ect to a discri ination that 
is s in shallo  and one
dee

o  does lac ness 
itself  the o sidian  ethere
al lac ness of the eo le 

ho o lated  orld 
as a child   t this shiftin  
aradi  s the la ha le 

“ ostracial  reall  so e 
stran e ro  for “ ost
lac  as nna ol es 
osited recentl  in The 

New York Times Magazine
iracial eo le 

can have their o n 
challen es ada tin  
to a orld that ad
heres to the ill sion 
of racial rit  in art 

eca se their ver  e
istence challen es the 
notion and reveals its 
ridic lo sness

That st e ac
no led ed  t 
hat st also e 

ac no led ed is that 
racial rit  itself 

as an instr ent de
velo ed for the ro
tection of hiteness 
fro  “dil tion  and 

the f rthest one co ld ove fro  
hiteness as lac ness

lac ness as deni rated in di
rect ro ortion to the de ree that 

hiteness as referred or val ed as 
s re e  nd on to  of this iss e of 
race as de  ned  color  there is an 
overla  of ender  n artic lar  ho  
do o en ith dar er s in  t this 
aradi  in a c lt re and orld that 

see  to re  e ivel  con  ate li ht
er s inned not onl  ith ea t  t 
often ith fe ininit  itself

 as re inded of this this onth 
hen The Washington Post re orted 

on a st d  a o t the o larit  of l
tiracial eo le a on  online daters 

t even in this o enness  there 
ersisted a ro hite anti lac  ias  
s The Post ointed o t  “ is anic 
o en referred en ho identi

 ed as is anic hite a ove all else  
is anic en ere less selective  

the  li ed is anic o
en  hite o en and is
anic hite o en a o t

the sa e  hite o en 
res onded to hite en 
and sian hite en the 

ost  follo ed  is an
ic hite en and lac

hite en
rther ore  a on  all

ro s  accordin  to the 
st d s co a thor  “ en 
didn t la  racial favorites

as ch as o en did  ce t hen
it co es to lac  o en  ho ere 
res onded to the least

hile erica s histor  in 
s in color olitics is lon  and dee  
this aversion to dar ness  artic
larl  dar  fe ininit   and as ira
tion to li htness  or even hiteness
isn t onl  an erican heno enon
t s a lo al sic ness infor ed  

histor  and c lt re and in  enced 
colonialis  and the e ort of o
lar c lt re

n  The New York Times
ran an article a o t hinese o en 

earin  s i as s to the each to 
ee  fro  ettin  dar er

The Guardian re orted in  
on “ ndia s o session ith fair s in  
that incor orates the se of hitenin
cleansers that even incl de “va inal 

ashes  s the a er t it  “ ast 
ear  ndians re ortedl  cons ed 

 tons of s in hitenin  rod cts
s endin  ore one  on the  than 
on oca ola

nd the  re orted in  that 
“a recent st d   the niversit  of 

a e To n s ests that  o an in 
 in o th frica leaches her s in

t see s to e that e as a so
ciet   nationall  and lo all   

st  nd so e eace ith dar  s in
itself  to not i te val e and char
acter onto color if har on  is tr l  
to e had

ntil that is done  it often feels 
that e of dar er odies st re
sist the a sor tion of o ression 
and love o rselves defensivel  as 
an e ali er  e st love o r dar
 esh as an antidote to a orld that 

often disdains it

A bias more than skin deep

We must 
love our 

dark fl esh 
as an 

antidote 
to a world 
that often 
disdains 

it.

An 
epidemic of 
laziness is 
their story 
and they’re 

sticking 
with it.

Paul 
Krugman

Charles
Blow

here to rite
• State Rep. Brad Witt (D)  

tate a itol   o rt treet  
 ale    hone  

 e  le state
or s itt   ail  re rad itt
state or s

• State Rep. Deborah Boone 
(D)   o rt t    a
le    hone  

 ail  re de orah oone
state or s  istrict of  ce   o  

 annon each    
hone   e  

le state or s  oone
• State Sen. Betsy Johnson (D)  

tate a itol   o rt t   
 ale     Tele

hone   ail  sen
ets  ohnson state or s e  

ets ohnson co  istrict 
f  ce   o   ca oose   

 hone   a  

 storia of  ce hone
 

• Port of Astoria  ec tive i
rector   ier  ite  storia  

  hone   
ail  ad in ortofastoria co  
• Clatsop County Board of 

Commissioners  c o o nt  an
a er   chan e t  ite  

storia    hone  


