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OPINION

By NICHOLAS KRISTOF
New York Times News Service

Quiz time: Which American 
president was attacked by a 

“killer rabbit”?
It was Jimmy Carter, although the 

incident says more about the news me-
dia than it does about Carter.

-
bit with an oar.

secretary happened to mention the in-

a hapless president cowed and out-
matched by a wet bunny.

-

rate athlete, as a klutz. And we used a 
-

by anything that came along.

on, cartoons mocked him as a country 
rube using an outhouse or associating 
with pigs, writers pilloried him as a 
sanctimonious hick, and in recent years 

Now that Carter is 90 and has been 
an ex-president longer than anyone in 

He is anything but an empty suit.
At a time when “principled politi-

spine.
He has a new memoir, A Full Life, 

was a segregationist. Yet Jimmy Carter 
says he was the only white man in his 

-

a racist slur was posted on his door, 

away.

Capitol.
A black woman who was a con-

mansion in a work-release program. 

innocent and later applied to be her pa-

-

-

-

House.”
But Carter was also a pioneer. He 

blacks. He installed solar panels on the 
-

diplomatic relations with China.

honesty — sometimes too deep. Other 

-

adultery in my heart many times.” File

course. Instead, he roamed the globe
-

trachoma.

worm disease, an excruciating ailment,
and has made enormous headway

-
-

acknowledges, between him and the
Guinea worm to see which outlasts the 
other.

idea?” Carter interrupted. His icy tone
made clear that he planned to be tour-

least his 200th birthday.
Carter, the one-termer who was a

time than any other recent president.

him an apology: We were wrong about
-

Jimmy Carter, his legacy and a rabbit

Solitary old men in berets, taciturn and 
in their homeland.

younger ones, they went to North Dakota, Mon-
tana, Wyoming,” our Basque host told us last 
month. Freshly shorn sheep dot the sheer, exuber-

the tribal business America, too – with those im-
migrant little brothers spending months at a time 

high prairie.

chipped enameled metal cups. Just writing these 

I Casper Star-Tribune, 

-
ing sheep, a practice that started in the Pyre-
nees Mountains — home to the Basques and 

between low country and alpine meadows, 

killing winter snows.

-
dants are still here. For example, sheep herds be-

-

-

-
land, this seasonal cycle is compressed within only 

Wmade their homes in these mountains 

-

lands and making much else nearly uninhab-
itable. 

-

little wooden house you grew up in.

up along wildly twisting mountain roads to the 

or “night work.”

-

crooked nooks and soaring crannies could proba-

blizzards or war parties — though its actual popu-

a small tour group that meandered along a path 
-

ed lights. Occasionally, I peered backward into 

-

T -
-

ing a great many Basques in our temporarily 

with happy community parades, bands and 

up to it. 

traditional genealogy led us back to early colonial 
Massachusetts and beyond that to London. But 

became economically entrenched in London. Four 

morphed into Winter.

with my distant cousins including the Basques — 

But Basque Country has the strongest concentra-
-

home.
—MSW

Matt Winters lives in Ilwaco, Wash., with 
his wife and daughter.

Long DNA journey leads to the Pyrenees Mountains

MATT WINTERS — EO Media Group

One of many amateur marching bands makes its way toward the Bay of Biscay during saint’s day celebrations in the French 
Basque town of St.-Jean-de-Luz.

A map from 
the Eupe-
dia website 
identifies the 
homelands 
of men with 
the genetic 
marker DF27. 
It reaches 
its highest 
concentration 
in Basque 
Country in 
northern 
Spain and 
Southwest 
France. Matt 
Winters is 
DF27. 

AP Photo 

President Jimmy Carter wards off a killer rabbit attack with a canoe 
paddle in this cartoon depicting the president’s encounter while he 
was on a fishing trip with an aggressive, swimming rabbit, shown Aug. 
30, 1979. 


