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Man still wants to arrest Astoria mayor, City Council

Disappointed with payment to Friends of the Astoria Column
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By DERRICK DePLEDGE
The Daily Astorian

Zachary Seidel had a message
Monday for Astoria Mayor Arline
LaMear and the City Council: he
plans fo arrest you.

The young man who was tackled
at City Hall earlier this month by Po-
lice Chief Brad Johnston after trying
to perform a citizen’s arrest on the
mayor said he and others would try
again, and this time would go after
the entire council.

“We will be pufting them in cuffs
and taking them to jail.” Seidel said
during a visit to The Daily Astorian.

Seidel, who describes himself as
a prophet, is disappointed with the
City Council’s approval of a roughly
$70.000 reimbursement payment to
the Friends of the Astoria Column
to help persuade Verizon Wireless
to move a communications fower
off Coxcomb Hill. The council also
approved a contract with a Port-
land telecommunications firm that
is working with the well-connected
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DERRICK DePLEDGE — The Daily Astorian
Zachary Seidel, 29, was arrested after disrupting an Astoria City Coun-
cil meeting in June.

sion, conspiracy and misappropria-

nonprofit and the city on the issue.
“These are secret deals made out-

tion of funds.

side of the interests of the public,”
said Seidel, who believes the mayor
and council have engaged in collu-

Under state law, private citizens
can make arrests if they witness
crimes and have probable cause.
Citizens can also use physical

force if necessary to make arrests.
But Johnston cautioned that since
Seidel did not actually witness collu-
sion or conspiracy by the mayor and
City Council, attempting to make ar-
rests could be viewed as kidnapping.

“Barring legal authority to make
an arrest, what he’s talking about
doing would be a kidnap, not an ar-
rest.” Johnston said.

The police chief urged Seidel to
provide any evidence he has against
the mayor and
council to the
Astoria  Police
Department
or the Clatsop
County District

“It's a
preposterous
thing, as far as

Seidel said he hoped to make all
of the citizen’s arrests on a single
day, for safefy reasons, but has not
yet chosen a day.

In May, City Councilor Drew
Herzig had asked the city for more
information
about the reim-
bursement pay-
ment to Friends
of the Astoria
Column, raising

Attorney’s  Of- L ¥ questions about
fice. I'm concerned. transparency.

Seidel. 29, After receiving
has been charged ASI:: iiﬁy‘zfnzn or a  breakdown
with  criminal of the payment
trespass,  disor- this month,

derly conduct and resisting arrest
for the incident at the City Council
meeting this month. As a condition
of his release from jail, he is barred
from City Hall.

“I"d advise him against it,” John-
ston said of Seidel’s new plans.

The police chief said the young
man “needs to exercise a great deal
of care, because there are many ways
he can go wrong here.”

Seidel said he and others would

Herzig and the council unanimous-
ly approved the payment and the
contract with Converge Commu-
nications, the Portland consulting
firm.

“I think that he either has a
low-level of understanding about
what really has gone on, or he’s a
little bit touched.” City Council-
or Russ Warr said of Seidel. “It’s
a preposterous thing, as far as I'm

concerned.

attempt to arrest Johnston and other “But if he would like to come and

police if they inferfere. “I find it very
disheartening that they’re not doing
their jobs and leaving it up to citi-
zens,” he said.

confront me I would be happy to talk
with him. And if he wanted to try to
arrest me. we would deal with that
also.”

Cannon Beach to consider
allocation of room tax funds

Earmarked for
Visitor Center,
room tax funds
to be reviewed

By R.J. MARX
The Daily Astorian

CANNON BEACH — A
Cannon Beach City Council
meeting meant to handle a
housekeeping item opened
a discussion on the use of
funds to be collected when a
1 percent room tax increase
goes into effect Oct. 1.

Councilors were divided
on the question of wheth-
er the room tax increase is
specifically designated for
the Chamber of Commerce
Visitor Center or for other
uses.

“My thought is, the in-
formation center should
really be a separate agree-
ment from this new money.”
Councilor George Vetter
said. “We shouldn’t put the
two together. They’re really
two separate entifies.”

The meeting Thursday
was called to approve the
agreement between the city
and the Chamber of Com-
merce for the Visitor In-
formation Center from July
1 through Oct. 1, the first
fiscal quarter before the in-
crease.

The city’s payments to

Fire destroys

Eugene stadium
The Associated Press

EUGENE — A spectacular
fire destroyed Eugene’s historic
Civic Stadium on Monday eve-
ning and prompted the tempo-
rary evacuation of a two-block
area, the fire chief said.

Fire crews found flames
shooting twice the height of
the structure when they were
called fo the stadium af about
5:30 p.m., police spokesman
John Hankemeier said. Smoke
was visible throughout the city,
which is about 100 miles south
of Portland. The stadium’s dry,
seasoned lumber caused the
blaze to spread quickly, Eu-
gene-Springfield Fire Chief
Randy Groves said after the fire
was confrolled at about 7 p.m.

the chamber for the first
quarter will be $35.000.
After the room tax increase
goes into effect Oct. 1.
quarterly payments to the
chamber are expected to be
$100.000 to $115.000. Thir-
ty percent of the total of the
room tax increase. or about
$78.000 annually, would
go info the city’s general
fund.

“It’s going to be very
significant,” City Manager
Brant Kucera said.

Councilors asked for fur-
ther discussion before com-
mitting those funds specifi-
cally to the center when the
increase goes into effect.

“To me there’s three
funds happening at this
point,” Vetter said. “There’s
the information center.
which we’ve had for 20
years, then there’s the TAC
(Tourism and Arts Com-
mission) money we’ve had
for seven years, and now
we have the new mon-
ey, and to me they're very
different.”

“I've questioned it to
begin with, because it said
‘visitor center,” not ‘cham-
ber,”” Councilor Wendy
Higgins said of the new
allocation. “But all of
those things are shared.
The website is shared. The
building is shared. The ser-
vices are shared. When we
first heard it, everyone was
saying ‘chamber,” nobody
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was saying ‘visitor center.””

Since the room tax in-
crease has yet to go into
effect, there is ftime for
further discussion. Kucera
said.

“T think it’s a mistake to
fry to fold that new money
into the information cen-
ter,” Vetter said. “I think
that convolutes  things.
There should be separate
measurables.”

Mayor Sam Steidel said
since the tax goes into ef-
fect Oct. 1, the new contract
must be accepted at the Sep-
tember council meeting.

Steidel and councilors
Vetter and Higgins voted
to approve the year’s first
quarter payment.

Steidel asked the council
fo take up the matter at the
council’s next work session.
which would provide an op-
portunity for changes before
the room tax increase goes
into effect. “In August we
can hammer out what we
want,” he said.

The Oregon Department of Environ-
mental Quality is offering free well-wa-
ter testing in Clatsop and Tillamook
counties as part of a groundwater study.

Testing of groundwater is being done
in the North Coast for nitrate, arsenic,
bacteria and pesticides as part of the State-
wide Groundwater Monitoring Program.

The state will test 60 to 100 wells
and send well owners individualized re-

State to offer free
well-water testing

The Daily Astorian

water.htm.
email

July 12.

ports of well-water results. In addition,
the agency will collect well-water sam-
ples in September and in spring 2016.
For a flier outlining the study area and
details about the project, visit DEQ
groundwater monitoring website at
www.deq.state.or.us/lab/wqm/ground-

To be considered for this study,
groundwater.monitoring@deq.
state.orus or call 503-693-5736 by

National park paving to cause closures

The Daily Astorian

A pavement resurfacing
project at Lewis and Clark
National Historical Park will
cause parking lot closures
this week at various points
throughout the park.

On Tuesday, the Fort
Clatsop Visitor Center park-
ing will be limited due to
the pavement resurfacing of

the parking lots. Addition-
al parking will be available
Tuesday at the Netul Land-
ing complex, about 1 mile
south of the Fort Clatsop
turn off sign on Fort Clatsop
Road. Visitors may also park
at the landing and walk the
Netul Trail fo the Fort area.
On Wednesday, the Net-
ul Landing, including the
picnic area and boat launch,

will be closed as crews re-
surface the area. The Netul
River Trailhead will also be
closed Wednesday due fo use
of heavy machinery.

On Thursday, the Fort to
Sea Trail Head off of Fort
Clatsop Road will be closed
for pavement resurfacing. To
hike the Fort to Sea Trail,
park at Fort Clatsop Visitor
Center.

For online updates: www.dailyastorian.com
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"Aldor and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber |

Northwest Hardwoods * Longview, WA
Contact: Steve Axtell + 360-430-0885 or John Anderson * 340-249-2500
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ID/name Park Medical
tag for building
additional across from Columbia
discounts Memorial Hospital

2158 Exchange St
Suite 106

For all your medical supply needs CERTIFIED & QUALIFIED STAFF ON SITE

PACIFIC COAST
MEDICAL SUPPLY

1062 MARINE DRIVE and 2158 EXCHANGE STREET (STE 106) ASTORIA
SALES © RENTALS « DELIVERY ~ 503-338-0349 * TOLL-FREE: 1-877-311-0349

HOME MEDICAL « RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT
HEALTH CARE PRODUCTS

HOURS: MON-FRI 8:30AM-5:00PM
CLOSED SATURDAYS = 24 HOURS ON CALL
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Guess what day it is!
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[t's Hwap's Day!!!
AT RUMP’S RESTAURANT
. EVERY WEDNESDAY 5-8™

14 OUNCE NEW YORK
| STEAK & BAKED POTATO

$9.95

I Au Yﬂ.ﬂ. ca“ E[LE CI . ! & wa Not valid with other offers. l
: $6.95 Every Thunsday 5-8 pue .

Must present coupon to server. X

503-325-4571
cswed@clatsopswed.org
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Clatsop Soil & Water Conservation District
For farms, fish and forestry since 1964

Youth AFO Award 2015

If you are a youth (grades 4-12) in Clatsop County and
take care of multiple livestock, horses or small animals,

you are eligible for the 2015 Youth AFO Award

Clatsop SWCD is offering a $50 gift certificate and a T-shirt to the winner

+ Write a 3-paragraphc explanation on how you resporsibly take care of
your animals, manure and land. Include how many animals you have,
what kind and how you manage their manure

+ Include 1or 2 pictures of your AFO (animal

APPLY TODAY! To apply:
Due July 3, 2015
750 Commerical 5t.
Room 207 feedi j
Astoria, OR 97103 i name.

+ Write your name, age, home phone number

and what town you are from R'ﬁg‘
«+ Deliver to Clatsop SWCD! (E-mail, mail or hand y
i

In honor of July 4th,
The Daily Astorian’s offices in
Astoria and Seaside will be

CLOSED

FRIDAY, JULY 3

PAPER DELIVERY WILL PROCEED AS USUAL

Have a safe holiday!
Classified Deadlines:
Thurs., July 2, T1am for

Friday, July 3

Thurs., July 2, Tpm for
Mon., July 6

Display Ad Deadlines:
Mon., June 29, 5 pm for

Friday, July 3

Place clussified ads or subscribe 24/7
www.dailyastorian.com
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