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By HILLARY BORRUD
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Oregon lawmakers
want to call on the U.S. Congress
to remove marijuana from a na-
tional list of the most dangerous
narcotics and work out a solution
that would give state-legalized pot
businesses access to banks.

The state House-Senate com-
mittee that has been working
on marijuana issues has voted
to pass a measure that will send
that message to Congress. Senate
Joint Memorial 12 calls on Con-
gress to declassify marijuana as a
Schedule I drug under the feder-
al Controlled Substances Act and
work on banking solutions for pot

businesses in states with legalized
marijuana.

Drugs are listed under Sched-
ule I if they have a high potential
for abuse and no accepted medical
value in the U.S. Heroin is anoth-
er drug listed as Schedule I while
methamphetamine has a lower
classification under Schedule II.

According to the memorial, 23
states and Washington, D.C., have
some form of legal marijuana.

“Really the memorial is our lit-
tle love note to Congress to say,
‘Please help us unscramble this
issue by un-scheduling marijua-
na and dealing with the financial
prohibitions in the federal banking
system,”” said Senate Minority
Leader Ted Ferrioli, R-John Day,

who asked for the memorial to be
drafted.

Ferrioli said that “probably
the most immediate benefit” of
de-scheduling marijuana would be
that universities could ramp up re-
search on the plant.

As for the current lack of ac-
cess to banks, Ferrioli said as long
as marijuana businesses are still
forced to operate on a cash basis
without the financial tracking of

financial institutions “you still
haven’t really improved public
safety.”

Ferrioli is part of a work group
organized in conjunction with
Gov. Kate Brown’s administra-
tion to explore solutions to the
lack of banking options for can-
nabis businesses.

The House-Senate commit-
tee heard more testimony on the
issue Thursday from business,
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credit union and bank represen-
tatives.

Noah Stokes, owner of Canna-
Guard Security, said his business
provides security systems to mar-
ijjuana businesses that help them
comply with regulations. Howev-
er, Stokes said, a bank closed his
accounts for both CannaGuard
Security and a separate home
security business after bankers
learned of Stokes’ connection to
the cannabis industry.

Banks are supposed to notify
federal regulators of suspicious
activity, including drug traffick-
ing, and pot businesses operat-
ing in compliance with state laws
have struggled to find any banks
that will accept their deposits.

Although the U.S. Department
of the Treasury issued guidance
to banks in 2014 that they could
do business with state-sanctioned
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marijuana businesses, financial
institutions that work with the
cannabis industry could run into
trouble if future presidential ad-
ministrations reverse that policy.

Ferrioli said it does not make
sense that banks remain at risk if
they deal directly with marijuana
businesses, when the same banks
already receive money from pot
enterprises that has been funneled
through local and state govern-
ments in the form of taxes and
other payments.

“I think the incongruity is deli-
cious,” Ferrioli said. “We can do as
a government what we won’t allow
the citizens to do. I think that’s a
strong argument for us re-thinking
the regulations for banks.”

This story first appeared in the
Oregon Capital Insider newslet-
ter. To subscribe, go to oregon-
capitalinsider.com.
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Oregon State University
Extension and Clatsop Com-
munity College are collaborat-
ing to offer a Pesticide Appli-
cators Safety & Recertification
Class from 1 to 5 p.m. July 11
at Clatsop Community Col-
lege.

This class is for both new
students wanting to prepare for
the written exam to obtain a
pesticide applicators license, as
well as current license holders
seeking core credits for recer-
tification.

This course has been ap-
proved by the Oregon Depart-
ment of Agriculture to provide

four core credits for current
license holders to use towards
recertification. The cost is $75,
and includes the 275-page Or-
egon Pesticide Safety Educa-
tion Manual.

To register, call 503-338-
2408 or go to www.clatsopcc.
edu/schedule and search for
“pesticide” in the course title.
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Pete Anderson Realty Inc. wel-
comes back to its Astoria office
Real Estate Broker Enola Baeten.
After a short break from the real es-
tate industry, she has returned to the
business to provide her seasoned
talents to home buyers and sellers.

Baeten’s tenure in real estate
sales spans a period of more than
10 years, all of which were in
Clatsop County. Her experience
and local knowledge supplies her
clients the highest level of exper-
tise possible. She can be reached
at 503-440-5150 or enolabaeten@
hotmail.com

Enola
Baeten

OBITUARIES

Elizabeth Ann Judd Neikes
Berkeley, Calif.

Aug. 14,1921 — June 24, 2015

Elizabeth Ann Judd Neikes, 93, of Berke- Internal Revenue Service in Oakland, Calif.
ley, Calif., died on June 24, 2015, in Santa Her interests included civic organizations
Ana, Calif., after a brief illness. and the League of Women Voters.

Elizabeth was born in Astoria, Elizabeth is survived by her sis-
Ore., the daughter of Judge Edwin ter, Sue Judd Kruse of Talent, Ore.;
C. Judd and Anna Barrett Judd. daughter Martha Romanov of
Throughout her life, Elizabeth was McMinnville, Ore.; sons David,
known for her independent spirit Tom, and Jim Neikes of Astoria,
and personal strength. Her gener- Ore.; daughter Carrie Neikes of

Deaths

June 17, 2015
OLSON, Geraldine Joyce
(Beemer), 83, of Portland,
formerly of Astoria, died at
home. Gable Funeral Chapel
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Astoria 5-Day Forecast

86, of Seaside, died in Sea-
side. Caldwell’s Luce-Lay-
ton Mortuary in Astoria is
in charge of the arrange-
ments.

and Cremation Services of
Portland is in charge of the ar-
rangements.
June 28, 2015
HARPER, Nancy Jane,
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The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business
day prior.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and
upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the
day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/obituaryform,
by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The
Daily Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-
3211, ext. 257.
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