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By JOANNE RIDEOUT
Speciaffl to The Daiffly Astorian

I
ff you fflive near the seashore 
or the riverside in these parts, 
you know that it’s been pret-

ty windy this past month. In the 
affternoon the wind has tended to 
kick up, and by suppertime it’s 
been bfflowing 18 knots or higher 
some days. 
The other day when I was 

watching the river, as I offten 
do, it reminded me off an inter-
esting river phenomenon that 
happens a great deaffl, though 
you might not guess the cause 
unffless you’re reafflffly watching 
the weather and the tides.
On this particufflar day, on the 

Cofflumbia River offff Astoria, I 
saw whitecaps sffloshing around 
out there. It’s not hard to under-
stand that boats working their 
way through that stuffff wouffld 
have a bouncy time off it. But on 

You might have sensed that 
how the water fflooks is some-
how connected to how windy it 
is, and iff you thought that, you’d 
be right. But it’s not an immedi-
ate connection, because some-

times on windy days there are 
whitecaps and sometimes there 
aren’t, even though the wind is 
stifflffl bfflowing.

Three fforces, 
working together
I thought this wouffld be a ffun 

time to tafflk about one off my ffa-
vorite topics: wind, wave and 
tides. Actuafflffly that’s three topics, 
but what I mean is — how they 
work together to create the condi-
tions we see on the river, and afflso 
offffshore on our ocean beaches.
Offten in the affternoon in the 

spring and summer, a westerffly 
wind springs up in our Lower 
Cofflumbia region and can fflinger 
tifflffl dark or beyond. That wind 
bfflows across the surfface off the 
Cofflumbia, across the 17 miffles 
ffrom the mouth off the river to 
Astoria. That distance, by the 
way, is something mariners 
reffer to as “ffetch.” The fflonger 
and harder the wind bfflows over 
a given ffetch, the higher the 
waves wifflffl become over time. 
So this phenomenon happens 
on the fflower river whenever the 
wind is bfflowing. Affter awhiffle, 
those waves start to buiffld. 

Then another part off the puz-
zffle kicks in: the tide. Say the 
west wind has been bfflowing afflffl 
affternoon at a good cfflip and the 
waves are starting to buiffld to the 
point where there are whitecaps 
visibffle on the wave crests. Say, 
ffor exampffle, afflso, that at about 
3 p.m., the tide begins to ebb. 
This means that now the entire 
body off the Cofflumbia River, afflffl 
that water, is now beginning to 

speed. It goes ffaster and ffaster 
untiffl it reaches the max ebb pe-
riod, about hafflffway through the 
tidaffl cycffle. 
By mid-cycffle at about 7 p.m., 

the waves wifflffl fflikeffly be even 
higher. This is in part because 
off the wind, but it’s afflso because 
off another ffactor we can’t quite 
see, refflated to that ffafflffling or ebb-
ing tide. The fforce off the wind 
bfflowing against the rushing wa-
ter actuafflffly creates enough ffric-
tion to cause the waves to buiffld 
stifflffl higher. Afflffl these fforces to-
gether can be quite something.
A windy day on an ebb 

(when the wind is ffrom the 
west) can mean reafflffly choppy 
conditions on the fflower river, 

with waves up to 5 ffeet or more. 
It makes ffor some exciting (and 
very spfflashy and wet) saiffling, I 
can tefflffl you. 

River meets ocean
You can see this phenomenon 

offff Astoria on windy days, but the 
effffect is especiafflffly pronounced in 
a pfflace that peopffle on ffland rare-
ffly see: the Cofflumbia River Bar. 
Take a fflook at the bar fforecast 
and you wifflffl see a speciaffl bit off 
wording in there refferring to the 
max ebbs — that’s the time when 
the Cofflumbia smashes into the 

right between the two jetties. 
That area can become an out-
off-controffl mess under extreme 
weather conditions. Such pfflaces 
are the province off highffly experi-
enced mariners, bar pifflots and the 
U.S. Coast Guard. The rest off us, 
on an ebb, on the bar, shouffld just 
stay home.
On our ocean beaches, we 

see wind and swefflffls working 
together afflffl the time, but it’s 
interesting to understand some-
thing about those waves you 
see crashing on the beach: even 
though they can be affffected by 

fflocaffl winds, they were proba-
bffly, at ffleast in part, created ini-
tiafflffly some hundreds, or even 
thousands off miffles away ffrom 
here. The energy ffrom ocean 
swefflffls can traveffl ffor fflong peri-
ods across the ocean. So those 
waves you’re pfflaying in on the 
beach at Seaside couffld be ar-
riving here ffrom Japan. That 
was a probfflem when the earth-
quake and tsunami happened in 
Japan in 2011. Within a matter 
off hours, tsunami waves were 
touching Oregon’s shores. 
There are other ffactors at 

pfflay that affffect conditions on the 
river and ocean, but these are a 
ffew off the basics. Something to 

think about next time you are
dabbffling at the seashore on a
sunny day, or watching the river
ffrom the shore in Astoria. A big
worffld, with great power in it, 
where we are afflffl connected.
Joanne Rideout is generaffl

manager off Coast Community 
Radio (KMUN-FM) in Asto-
ria. She’s afflso the creator and
producer off The Ship Report, a 
radio show and podcast about
Afflffl Things Maritime. You can
hear The Ship Report on Coast 
Community Radio at 8:48 a.m. 
weekdays at 91.9FM, streaming 
at www.coastradio.org. Podcast
avaifflabffle on The Ship Report 
website at www.shipreport.net.
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Wind, tide and waves
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KMUN Generaffl Manager Joanne Rideout is the voice off
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BOOKS
WHAT ARE THEY READING?

The Daiffly Astorian invites peopffle to sub-

mit titffles off books they 

are reading and share a 

ffew thoughts about the 

work. This week, Esther 

Moberg, the fflibrary direc-

tor at the Seaside Pubfflic 

Library, and her staffff share 

their observations. To 

submit, send to news@

daifflyastorian.com

Staffff picks
Esther Moberg — fflibrary 

director
“Dorothy Must Die,” by Dan-

iefflffle Paige
What happens in Oz affter 

Dorothy mefflts the wicked witch 
and goes back to Kansas? In this 
cffleverffly imagined teen series, 
Dorothy ends up going back to 
Oz, but the magic and the fflure off 
power prove too strong ffor her 
and she ends up going over to the 
dark side off magic. Suddenffly Oz 
isn’t quite so wonderffuffl, when 
you get everything you afflways 
wanted and more. A fflighthearted 
fflook at a darker, more powerffuffl 
Oz than ever beffore, with afflffl off 
your ffavorite characters as wefflffl 
as some new ones that just might 
change how you view Oz. 

Connie Word — fflibrarian
-

ries,” by Mark Hefflprin
The book opened new worfflds 

ffor me. The author seems to have 
an insider’s knowffledge off buiffld-
ing and construction, the duties 
off a Worffld War II paratrooper 
caught behind enemy fflines, the 
highs and fflows off opera, and the 
aspirations off a New York Yan-
kee. The detaiffls are sharp; the joy 
and pain are reaffl. Liffe — expe-
rience it.

Jon Burke — fflibrarian
“The Dead Lands,” by Benja-

min Percy
Hoffld on tight ffor this post-apoc-

afflyptic reimagining off the Lewis 
and Cfflark saga. Giant spiders and 
Vampire bats! Oh My!

Marian Rose — youth ser-
vices fflibrarian
“Ms. Marveffl Vofflume 1: No 

Normaffl,” by G. Wifflfflow Wifflson
Affter a mysterious ffog rofflffls 

through Jersey City 16-year-offld 
Kamaffla Khan is bestowed with 
unexpected inhuman powers. 
Fitting in at schooffl and ffriends 
ffor a Musfflim teenager with tra-
ditionaffl ffamiffly ruffles and expec-
tations is compfflicated enough, 

she has these strange powers and 
what she is supposed to do with 
them. It’s a journey Kamaffla wifflffl 
take to discover her true sefflff — 

eviffls on the way.

Marveffl graphic noveffl series with 
an unexpected heroine deaffling 
with everyday teenage issues 
whiffle discovering who she reafflffly 
is. Very wefflffl written by Wifflson 
and ifflfflustrated by Adrian Afflphona.

Michefflffle Lenox — fflibrary 
technofflogy assistant
“Dear Committee Members,” 

by Jufflie Schumacher
The noveffl is composed off 

ffletters off recommendation writ-
ten by a disgruntffled Engfflish 
proffessor at a smafflffl Midwestern 

cofflfflege. He writes at the request 
off his students, cofflffleagues, ex-
wives, and enemies, but each 
highffly unproffessionaffl ffletter is 
permeated by his own institu-
tionaffl grievances and personaffl 
ruminations. As the schooffl year 
passes, the story off Jason Fitger, 
his department, and his corre-
spondents, emerges in this highffly 
readabffle, dark academic comedy.

Dan Cawffley — fflibrarian
“Dreamffland: The True Taffle 

off America’s Opiate Epidemic,” 
by Sam Quinones

heroin in Astoria as it is in New 
York City? The answer fflies in the 
direct connection between Big 
Pharma and Mexican entrepre-
neurs. The over-prescription off a 
drug cafflffled Oxycontin has trans-
fformed pain patients into opiate 
addicts. A sophisticated network 
off poppy ffarmers south off the 
border capitafflized on this situa-
tion by creating and distributing 
an extremeffly powerffuffl painkifflffler. 
“Bfflack Tar,” as it is known, can 
now be ffound everywhere, ffrom 
smafflffl towns to big cities. With 
heroin being cheaper and stron-
ger than Oxycontin, peopffle have 
turned to ifflfflicit drugs in droves.

The probfflem has become 
nothing short off an epidemic. 
Quinones masterffufflffly weaves the 
unffortunate path that has turned 
America into a nation off depen-
dency.  

What’s hot
“The Girffl on the Train,” by 

Pauffla Hawkins
Herafflded by many as “The 

Best Book off 2015,” the book is 
the type off spine-curdffling thrifflffler 
that you want to read with your 
eyes cfflosed. Main character, Ra-
cheffl Watson, ffloses her husband 
to a younger woman because 
off her drinking. She has bfflack-
outs. Someone gets murdered. 
Or, did they? Due to her ffragiffle 
mentaffl state, Racheffl becomes 
an extremeffly unreffliabffle narrator. 

in Racheffl’s wandering mind be-
comes bfflurry.  Nothing is as it ap-
pears. Nothing except the inces-
sant, fforeboding, sense off terror.

“Finders Keepers,” by Ste-
phen King
James Brown may be the 

“hardest working man in show 
business” but King takes the 
mantffle when it comes to writing 

-

its the ffliterary territory that was 
covered in “Misery.”  The story 
opens with the ffline, “Wake up, 
genius.” In one singffle phrase, the 

It’s 1978 and writer John Roth-
stein is murdered by a disgrun-
tffled ffan because the 80-year-offld 
stopped pubfflishing noveffls. The 
tightffly knit story unffofflds with 
the reintroduction off characters 
ffrom King’s previous noveffl, “Mr. 
Mercedes.” Like most off King’s 
work, it is non-stop, accefflerat-
ed-heartbeat, scary.

What’s new
“14th Deadffly Sin,” by 

James Patterson
It’s doubtffuffl anyone recafflffls 

“The Women’s Murder Cfflub,” 
a 2007 pofflice proceduraffl tefflevi-
sion series. The program was a 
dud, but the noveffls on which it 
was based are stunning. This is 
Patterson’s 14th instafflfflment in-
vofflving ffour whip-smart women: 
a homicide detective, an assistant 
district attorney, a medicaffl exam-
iner, and a newspaper reporter. 
Muffltipffle pfflotfflines intertwine — a 
gang dressed as cops is ransack-
ing the city; a devefflopmentafflffly 
disabffled man is charged with a 
crime he didn’t commit; dead 

bodies appear on every street
corner. As in previous noveffls, the
entire city off San Francisco is un-
der siege. The Women’s Murder
Cfflub join fforces to make the city
streets saffe once again.

“This is What You Just Put 
in Your Mouth?” by Patrick Di 
Justo
Gum chewers are actuafflffly

masticating “ffake sugar, boiffled
pine, and NASCAR tires.” That
is Di Justo’s tongue-in-cheek
summation off Orbitaffl White
Gum. The actuaffl ingredients
are Maffltitoffl, Sorbitoffl, Gfflyceroffl,
Aspartame, Acesufflffame K, and
Sodium Bicarbonate. Mmm,
mmm, good. In this defflightffuffl
paperback, name-brand super-
market items are meticufflousffly
deconstructed in a fflanguage that
resonates with styffle and verve.
Red Bufflffl, Cooffl Whip, Sfflim Jims,
and Enffamiffl Baby Formuffla are
but a ffew off the products ana-
fflyzed. The condiment known
as A.1. Steak Sauce, in reafflity,
consists off “sufflphur-based com-
pounds, a saffliva prompter, and 
gooey bacteriaffl excretions.”  Aff-
ter reading this book, the grocery
store shefflves wifflffl never fflook the
same way again.
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