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Bacteria levels prompt advisory
at Tolovana State Park Beach

Visitors should
avoild contact
with the water

By McKINLEY SMITH
The Daily Astorian

Wind, sand but no surf
for visitors to Tolovana State
Park Beach, where the Ore-
gon Health Authority issued
a health advisory Tuesday

against water contact because
of fecal bacterial levels that
have risen above normal.

The advisory recommends
against direct water contact
with the ocean, as well as
nearby creeks or pools.

The bacteria can cause
diarrhea, stomach cramps,
skin rashes, upper respira-
tory infections and other
illnesses, according to the
state. Children and the elder-
ly may be more at risk from

waterborne bacteria.

Tara Chetock, program
coordinator for the Oregon
Health ~ Authority’s  beach
monitoring program, com-
pares the symptoms to those
of food poisoning and stresses
that visitors “avoid water con-
tact.”

Other beach recreational
activities that do not involve
water, such as kite-flying or
walking, are encouraged.

The water at Tolovana

State Park Beach was resa-
mpled Tuesday, and Chetock
said the lab results should
come back today.

If the results show accept-
able bacterial levels, the advi-
sory will be lifted.

The advisory does not ap-
ply to neighboring beaches.

High bacterial levels may
result from stormwater run-
off, sewer overflows, failing
septic systems and animal
waste.

Oregon employment possibly at high-water mark

By EDWARD STRATTON
The Daily Astorian

After many months of
slight decreases, seasonally
adjusted unemployment rates
stalled or slightly increased
in all but 10 of Oregon’s 36
counties over May.

The unemployment rates
increased by one-tenth of a
percent in each of northwest
Oregon’s three counties, but
regional economists warn
against overreaction.

In Clatsop County, the 5.2
percent seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate in May
was up from 5.1 percent in
April, with 260 jobs added out
of an expected 300. The coun-
ty still has one of the 10 low-
est unemployment rates in the
state, and is still lower than
the 5.5 percent national aver-
age. Clatsop County’s season-
ally adjusted unemployment
rate is tied for fifth-lowest
in the state, along with Polk
County.

Erik Knoder, a regional
economist with the employ-
ment department, said the
change is statistically insig-
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for May* |
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May April 1-yr.
Area 2015 2015 ago
Clatsop he2 5l 6

Columbia 68 67 76
Tillamook 54 52 65
Oregon 53 BH2 7

us. 55 54 63

*Preliminary, seasonaly adjusted rates
Source: Oregon Employment Department
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nificant and won’t become
a trend until unemployment
climbs at least a half of a per-
cent over several months.

“To be honest, it’s a pretty
low rate,” Knoder said, add-
ing he would be surprised if
the unemployment rate lowers
much more than it has already.

Knoder said there have
been seasonally adjusted
unemployment rates as low

as the mid-4 percent range
around 1990 and 2007. But
the average seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate be-
tween 1990 and this May, he
added, is 6.7 percent, through
both recessions and recover-
ies.

May’s non-farm payroll
employment grew by 100, or
0.6 percent, from last year,
leaving it at 17,390 jobs over-
all. Nearly a quarter of those
positions were in the leisure
and hospitality industry.

Over May, the private sec-
tor added 190 jobs, including
80 added by leisure and hospi-
tality; 40 added by education
and health services; and 30
added by other services. Local
government, including educa-
tion, added 50 jobs over May.

Columbia and

Tillamook
Columbia County’s 6.8
percent seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate was the
27th lowest in the state and

slightly up from April.
The county had 10,720
non-farm payroll positions,
260 or 2.6 percent more than

Sheriff’s deputy, K-9 participate in trials

The Daily Astorian

Clatsop County Sheriff’s
Office Deputy Thomas Phil-
lips and his K-9 partner, Pax,
recently participated in the
Washington County Sheriff’s
Office K-9 Trials, where the
pair demonstrated their abili-
ties.

The trials, held last Sat-
urday, included an obstacle
course, area search, handler
protection, fastest dog, vehi-
cle extraction and high stress
obedience.

Pax participated in all of
the events and received sec-
ond place in the fastest dog
and vehicle extraction events.

Nine K-9 teams participat-
ed from Washington County
Sheriff’s Office, Multnomah
County  Sheriff’s  Office,
Newberg/Dundee Police De-
partment, Sherwood Police
Department and Springfield
Police Department.

Phillips — a member of
the sheriff’s office for the
past nine years serving in the

sions — has been the sheriff’s
office patrol dog K-9 handler
since September 2012, when
the office received Pax from
Vigilante Canine service.
Serving as a K-9 handler
involves a great deal of train-
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Pax, a 4-year-old Belgian
Malinois, has a successful
capture rate that is higher

ing and care above that of
normal duties, according to
the Sheriff’s Office. Phillips
has been traveling to Wash-
ington County every other
week to ensure proficiency of
the team.

Pax has deployed 44 times
with 26 successful captures
for a 59 percent success rate.
Such a success rate is higher
than the national average of
50 percent.

Pax is a 4-year-old male
Belgian Malinois who is
trained in tracking, area
search, building search, ar-
ticle search, handler protec-
tion and suspect apprehen-
sion.

last year. The county’s largest
employment sector was local,
state and federal government,
followed closely by trade,
transportation and utilities.

In Tillamook County, the
5.4 percent seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate in
May was up a fifth of a per-
cent from April. Its non-farm
payroll employment, 8,630
jobs, was 100 more than a
year before, a growth rate of
1.2 percent. Nearly 23 percent
of that employment was from
the local, state and federal
government.

The Oregon Employment
Department plans to release
the statewide unemployment
rate and employment survey
data for June on July 14 and
the county and metropolitan
area unemployment rates July
21.

Warrenton adopts
new budget, water
and sewer rate hikes

By DERRICK
DePLEDGE
The Daily Astorian

WARRENTON — The
Warrenton City Commis-
sion voted Tuesday night
to approve the city’s bud-
get for the next fiscal year
along with steep water and
sewer rate increases in-
tended to stabilize financ-
ing for the city’s infrastruc-
ture.

The budget for the fis-
cal year that opens in July
is $29.2 million, up from
$25.2 million this year.

Water rates will jump by
15 percent, sewer rates will
increase by 2.5 percent, and
a storm sewer surcharge
will double to 20 percent,
up from 10 percent.

Households that con-
sume 4,000 gallons a
month will pay a combined
$115.28, up from $104.86,
a $10.42 hike.

New water and sewer
rate studies will help deter-
mine future rate increases.

“It’s not an easy deci-
sion for any of us to make
these recommendations or
for you to have to adopt
them,” City Manager Kurt
Fritsch told commission-
ers.

The loss of large water

consumers,  particularly
Pacific Coast Seafoods,
which had a fish process-
ing plant burn in 2013, has
contributed to the pressure
to raise rates.

The city has also strug-
gled to improve infrastruc-
ture and is in the process
of a potentially expensive
upgrade to levees to meet
federal flood-control stan-
dards.

The city’s spending
plan, meanwhile, includes
money for a new aerial lad-
der truck for the Warrenton
Fire Department and a new
garbage truck.

In other business Tues-
day:

¢ Mayor Mark Kuja-
la honored former Mayor
Paul Rodriguez, who died
earlier this month. Rodri-
guez, who ran the Iredale
Inn, served on the City
Commission from 2001
to 2003 and as mayor in
2004. Kujala presented a
resolution to Rodriguez’s
family recognizing the for-
mer mayor’s service.

* The City Commission
heard an update from the
Oregon Army National
Guard’s 224th Engineer
Company in Albany, which
has helped the city with le-
vee improvements.

STORAGE

JUNE 27"

Auction 9am

at Astoria Mini Storage
(next to Englund Marine & Best Western)

003-325-5027 or 541-280-2000
9 units (6 large) for sale

Consult a

corrections and criminal divi-  than the national average.

WANTED

Northwest Hardwoods ¢ Longview, WA
Contact: Steve Axtell « 360-430-0885 or John Anderson ¢ 360-269-2500

{ Alder and Maple Saw Logs & Standing Timber

PROEENNY

Q: What are mason

bees?

A‘ Mason bees are a
]

gardener’s best friend!

They are great pollinators,
easy to cultivate and don’t

Q' How do | get rid
* of those annoying
ads and pop ups
that are on so
many sites?

A: Go to www.adblockplus .org
and install “AdBlockPlus”

LEO FINZI

ICIros:
REGISTERED
Refurbisher

You can trust your
repairs to a Miaosoft
Authorized Refurbisher.

sting.

Wood turner James LeBrun
has developed a new product:
Mason bee homes. His wood
block homes come in two sizes
and James is an encyclopedia
of information on how to
cultivate them for your garden.

It will block most pop ups.

In addition, each browser, Internet
Explorer, Firefox, Chrome, Safari,
etc. has a feature that can also
minimize pop ups. Go to your
browser’s settings section, and
make sure the blocker is turned on.
Detailed instructions for each
browser is available at our web site-
WWWw .astoriasbest.com

Astoria’s Best

SUNDAY MARKET

astoriasundaymarket.com

Now through Oct.11
12th Street * 10am to 3pm

M-F 10-6, Sat 12-5
1020 Commercial #2
503-325-2300
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Q‘ Should | be rinsing

® my dishes prior to
washing them in my
dishwasher?

Q: What kind of
Alcohol and Drug
Services are

available at Clatsop

Behavioral Healthcare?

A. At CBH, we provide an array of
@ alcohol and drug services. Our

outpatient alcohol and drug
services include Intensive Outpatient
Treatment for Women, which includes 4
days a week of groups, random urinalysis,
and individual services. Outpatient
treatment includes random urinalysis
testing, individual counseling, and group
counseling. We are also certified to provide
DUII treatment for education, diversion
and conviction programs.
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WE SUCCEED

¢Miles is the perfect match. He is
a great fit for our restaurant.”
- Pondo, owner, Mad Greek Deli, Portland

Furniture & Appliance

Astoria ¢ (503)325-1535

L 1C 1555 Commercial Street

L d L
Tim O’Brie
Adult Outpatient
Supervisor

o NO! Pre-rinsing is neither
A recommended, nor is it required.

®  The fact of the matter is that
modern dish washing detergents do not
activate properly without some soft food
waste being introduced into the inside the
dishwasher tub during the wash cycle. You
will use more hot water pre-rinsing your
dishes than your dishwasher uses to wash an
entire load... which is usually less than 8-10
gallons per load. You will save money
without wasting a valuable water resource,
and your dishwasher will perform better,
which is what it is designed to do.

Store Hours
Mon. - Fri. 9:30 to 5:30
Saturday 10:00 to 5:00

More Locations:

Tillamook ¢ (503) 842-7111
1126 Main Ave

Lincoln City * (541) 996-2177
6255 SW Hwy. 101

Newport ¢ (541) 265-9520
5111 N. Coast Hwy.

Florence * (541)997-8214
18th & Hwy. 101

Promoting community jobs for people
with developmental disabilities

)(DHS
Oregon Department

of Human Services
EMPLOYMENT FIRST

CLATSOP
BEHAVIORAL
HEALTHCARE

Read more Faf
about Miles' P
success story: [EEx ¥

IWorkWeSucceed.or

“Helping People Live Well”
65 N. Hwy. 101 Ste.204

Warrenton
503-325-5722




