OPINION

4A

THE DAILY ASTORIAN • TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2015

Democrats being Democrats
STEPHEN A. FORRESTER, Editor & Publisher
LAURA SELLERS, Managing Editor
BETTY SMITH, Advertising Manager
CARL EARL, Systems Manager
JOHN D. BRUIJN, Production Manager
DEBRA BLOOM, Business Manager
HEATHER RAMSDELL, Circulation Manager

Get set as new law on
marijuana kicks in

T

Liquor commission publicizes rules,
works on commercial sales issues

he 2014 vote to legalize recreational marijuana use in Oregon
divided residents, but state authorities are working in a proactive manner to hone the details of how the new law will work.
With issues occurring elsewhere where recreational marijuana has been made legal,
the commendable strategy of
the Oregon Liquor Control
Commission is to try to answer
questions — and head off potential problems — before the law
and accompanying rules takes
effect July 1.
For those of you intending to
smoke pot, be aware of several
key components of the law:
• It will be legal for Oregon
residents aged 21 and older to
grow up to four plants per household on their property. Adults may
possess up to 8 ounces of usable
marijuana in the home and carry
up to 1 ounce when out. The limit
of four plants is regardless of the
number of occupants in the home.
It does not mean, for example,
that four adults in a residence can
grow 16 plants.
• Smoking marijuana in public
remains illegal. The OLCC has
ZRUNHGKDUGWRGH¿QH³SXEOLF´
• Minors cannot possess or use
marijuana, even where they live.
• Driving while impaired remains a criminal offense.
Measure 91 did not make any
changes to employment law. As
a result, your employer could
GLVFLSOLQHRU¿UH\RXIRUWHVWLQJ
positive at your place of work.
And because marijuana remains
in your system for days or a week
after smoking, be aware that a
SRW¿OOHG ZHHNHQG RU YDFDWLRQ
could still land you in trouble
with your boss.
Also, Measure 91 was specifically written to have no impact
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MORE ONLINE
• For more details and a list
of FAQ, go to www.whatslegaloregon.com
• Email marijuana@oregon.
gov or call 800-452-6522
with questions.
• For information about medical marijuana, go to www.
mmj.oregon.gov

on existing medical marijuana
regulations, which came into effect after that was legalized by a
ballot measure in 1998.
In conjunction with a public
awareness campaign about personal possession and use, the
OLCC is drawing up regulations
to tax and license marijuana sold
commercially. Tax revenue —
estimated at $18 million over a
two-year period — would be allocated to schools, local governments, police and drug services.
The OLCC will begin accepting applications from growers,
wholesalers and processors on
Jan. 4, 2016, with residents able
to buy their drug from a retail
outlet once rules are in place in
fall 2016. Public input is still
being sought on these rules and
now is the time to comment.
The way the new law was
written, the ability of local governments to regulate or restrict
WKH SRWHQWLDO LQÀX[ RI FRPPHUcial vendors is minimal. Law
enforcement agencies and local
leaders would do well to accept
the inevitability that Oregon’s
social landscape is about to make
D VLJQL¿FDQW FKDQJH DQG DFW DFcordingly.
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Baseball and black history
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disadvantaged kids.
Bruni
boys. She’s believed to be the up. It applies to millions
He reasons that if they
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This summer, she plans to do them, maybe because no one ever African-Americans endured and acsomething else surprising: visit spots and heralds their gifts.
complished, they’ll understand their
Mo’ne was 7 years old when the own strength and abilities. They’ll also
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Birmingham, Ala., where four black team’s coach, Steve Bandura, hap- understand their obligation, which isn’t
girls were killed in a 1963 bombing. pened to see her throwing a football. MXVWWREHQH¿WIURPSURJUHVVEXWWRSHUHe convinced her mother, who was petuate it, for the kids who come next.
Three of them were 14. Mo’ne will skeptical, that she had serious athletic
Bandura is white and grew up in a
turn that age on the day she shows up talent, then mentored her, even helping Philadelphia neighborhood where he
at the landmark.
to secure a scholarship for her at a pri- often recoiled at the racism he saw.
For Mo’ne, who grew up in a poor vate school.
His wife, Robin, a physical therapist,
neighborhood in Philadelphia, life
She has performed well there and is black, and one of their two children,
since her Sports Illustrated coronation her goal is within reach: to go to the Scott, 13, plays on the Monarchs,
has been electric: a meeting with the University of Connecticut and graduate which they have turned into an extendObamas at the White House, a quickie into a career in the Women’s National ed family.
memoir, an appearance in a Chevrolet %DVNHWEDOO$VVRFLDWLRQ6KH¶VDV¿HUFH
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Monarchs: Temple University, Penn
education.
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State, the University of Pennsylvania.
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ary. And at a time when corruption and his team, the Anderson Monarchs. He looking down, into gadgets, and not
Most preservationists peg their
This year has also hatched criminal behavior have cast a pall over started it two decades ago and runs it up. “You have to see it with your own
movement’s national kick-start what will become the ultimate soccer, football, boxing and more, it’s out of the Philadelphia Department of eyes.”
WR WKH KLJKSUR¿OH GULYH WR VDYH restoration. That would be Greg a feel-good reminder of the positive Parks and Recreation, which employs of it.She’s getting a big, heady glimpse
impact athletics can have on young him.
Grand Central Station in 1975. That Newenhof’s purchase of the Flavel people — on the way in which sports,
And we’ll know exactly what she
The Monarchs play basketball,
roughly coincided with the decade home at 15th Street and Franklin too, can be a bridge.
soccer and baseball, depending on the could have done with her life, because
Mo’ne told me that she relished the season, and the kids are together year- she’s positioned to do it. She’s primed
of Dr. Harvey’s activity in Astoria. Avenue.
trip as a tribute to trailblazers who “put round. The team is named for Marian WR IXO¿OO WKDW SRWHQWLDO 6KH DQG KHU
Some 20 years later, the Liberty
Bravo to Monday’s honoree. their lives out there and got beaten so Anderson, who in 1955 became the teammates have been given more than
Theater would have its restoration, And bravo to all who take on these that we could have the freedom we ¿UVW EODFN VLQJHU WR SHUIRUP DW WKH bats, cleats and the promise of an epic
Metropolitan Opera in New York City, summer.
and a number of others would fol- epic projects. Their completion have.”
They’ve been given a sense of misBut she’s also braced for sadness, and for the Kansas City Monarchs, a
ORZ LQFOXGLQJ WKH +RWHO (OOLRWW makes Astoria a better place.
particularly in that church, with the standout in the Negro Leagues back sion and a set of wings.

History is our
high card
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Restoration a long slog, but
makes Astoria a better place

By FRANK BRUNI
New York Times News Service
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