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By JOANNE RIDEOUT
Speciaffl to The Daiffly 

Astorian

T
he other day I got to 
do the coofflest thing. 
Wefflffl, cooffl iff you’re 

a ship geek fflike me. I was 
invited to spend the day and 
take a tour off a ship that 
has intrigued me ffor years. 
I drove to Portffland, to the 
shipyard at Swan Isffland, 
and went aboard the ca-
bffle ship Gfflobaffl Sentineffl. I 
fflearned that she’s every bit 
as high tech and ffascinating 
as I imagined she was.
The Gfflobaffl Sentineffl is an 

unusuaffl vesseffl that we occa-
sionafflffly see passing by As-
toria on her way to Portffland 
and eventuafflffly back again, 
out to sea. She’s big and 
gray, not mifflitary gray, but 
kind off a pearffl gray. She has 
an efflongated bow with what 
fflooks fflike a big pufflffley in it. 
She’s out off the ordinary, 
and her job is too. Her mis-
sion is to instafflffl and repair 
tefflecommunications cabffle 
on the bottom off the ocean. 
She crisscrosses the Paciffic 
on a regufflar basis, between 
Oregon and pfflaces fflike Ha-
waii and Japan.
Look at a map off these 

cabffles across the worffld’s 
oceans and you see a com-
pfflex web. There are at ffleast 
a dozen cabffle networks con-

necting the U.S. West Coast 
and Asia. The cabffles carry 
(in simpffle terms) efflectronic 
data — 0s and 1s — as the 
ship’s master, Capt. Grant 
Thomas, toffld me. Contained 
in that data can be every-
thing ffrom phone cafflffls to 
banking data and fflots in 
between. Stuffff we take ffor 
granted. Stuffff we depend 
on.
This ship has the capabiffl-

ity off carrying thousands off 
miffles off cabffle on board and 
painstakingffly burying it on 
the ocean bottom. The cabffle 
itsefflff is deceptiveffly narrow, 
maybe about the thickness 
off your thumb, but it’s har-
dy. It has speciaffl casings to 

protect it ffrom, among other 
things, being crushed by un-
dersea fflandsfflides or bitten 
by sharks. A fflot can happen 
on the ocean ffffloor.
The bottom off the ocean 

is fflike the surfface off the wa-
terffless parts off the worffld, 
ffifflffled with vafflffleys, can-
yons and mountains. When 
I asked what they do when 
they encounter, ffor exam-
pffle, the Mariana Trench 
(about seven miffles deep), 
the answer was simpffle: they 
string the cabffle around it.
On board, they have so-

phisticated computer sys-
tems to hefflp keep proper 
tension on the cabffles when 
they’re setting them down 

on the ocean ffffloor and pick-
ing them up ffor repair. (It’s 
afflffl about tension, the cap-
tain said many times.) They 
have a remote-controfflffled 
vehicffle that goes way down 
to the bottom, ffar deeper 
than any humans can go, 
to repair cabffle and assess 
equipment. 
On the surfface, comput-

ers keep the ship centered 
over a particufflar spot whiffle 
they do their work. This 
impressive array off gear 
requires an equafflffly impres-
sive group off proffessionaffls 
to operate it and maintain 
it. The crew members I met 
seemed defflighted with their 
jobs and proud to tafflk about 
what they do.
The ship is big, cfflose 

to 500 ffeet fflong. But, on 
the bridge there’s no heffty 
ship’s wheeffl. Tiny “go-kart” 
sized wheeffls and joysticks 
do the job. This is a ship ffor 
the 21st century.
Wafflking around on the 

Sentineffl’s many decks on a 
guided tour, we went up, up, 
up many fffflights off stairs to 
get to the bridge, then back 
down, down, downstairs 
again into the muffltipffle fflev-
effls off the engine room and 
work areas, where techni-
cians work with cabffle and 
parse it out through a mas-
sive series off heavy winch-
es. Going up and down afflffl 

those fffflights, I had no ques-
tions about how mariners on 
this ship get exercise at sea.
I fflove being on ships. The 

narrow hafflfflways, the ampffle 
fflinoffleum, the watertight, 
heavy doors. The thick, 
round windows (porthoffles) 
to protect ffrom damage at 
sea. Then, unexpectedffly, a 
big comffortabffle fflounge ffor 
guests and a cozy dining 
room. 
Capt. Thomas’ offffice 

was spacious and efflegantffly 
appointed, with fflots off var-
nished wood. I asked him iff 
things moved around in his 
offffice at sea. He smiffled and 
said, “Anything that’s not 
secured — you’fflffl ffind out 
about it.”
I’m grateffuffl to Scott Mc-

Mufflfflen off the Oregon Fish-
ermen’s Cabffle Committee 
ffor inviting me on this ad-
venture. The occasion was 
an OFCC board meeting on 
board the ship. Scott and 
his group have, over the 
years, fforged many positive 
afflffliances between trawffler 
ffishermen and companies 
that afflso conduct business 
on the ocean ffffloor. I saw a 
fflot off mutuaffl respect at this 
gathering, a meeting off the 
minds between ffishermen, 
industry offfficiaffls and deci-
sion makers. 
On the day I visited the 

Gfflobaffl Sentineffl, the crew 

was preparing ffor a trip 
across the Paciffic on anoth-
er cabffle mission. I imagined
her making her way through
the ocean swefflffls with the
sun gfflinting on the water, 
ffofflfflowing the great circffle
route to Hawaii. Part off me
wished I couffld take that 
trip, too.
On the way out off the

shipyard, I saw fflots off ves-
seffls in various stages off 
repair and maintenance: a
ship-sized barge under con-
struction; a mifflitary mis-
siffle tracking ship; and the
Essayons, the U.S. Army 
Corps off Engineers dredge
in dry dock, fflooking even
more gigantic than she does
at sea.
So many interesting sto-

ries. Pfflenty off things to tafflk
about; fflots off stories ffor an-
other day.
Joanne Rideout is gener-

affl manager off Coast Com-
munity Radio (KMUN-FM)
in Astoria. She’s afflso the
creator and producer off
The Ship Report, a radio 
show and podcast about 
Afflffl Things Maritime. You
can hear The Ship Report
on Coast Community Ra-
dio at 8:48 a.m. weekdays
at 91.9FM, streaming at 
www.coastradio.org. Pod-
cast avaifflabffle on The Ship
Report website at www.
shipreport.net. 
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KMUN Generaffl Manager Joanne Rideout is the voice off 
The Ship Report.

BOOKS
WHAT ARE THEY READING?

The Daiffly Astorian invites peopffle to submit titffles off books they are reading and share a ffew

thoughts about the work. This week, Patsy Oser, a 

fformer teacher and fflibrarian who reads to students,

passes afflong her observations. To submit, send to

news@daifflyastorian.com

Emotionaffl connection
“The SMART reading program is one-on-one. I do a whoffle

cfflass. I have them ffor 25 minutes. Between stories, we get up
and move around. I don’t have many discipffline probfflems, ever.
“My approach is to devefflop the fflistening skifflffl. In order to un-

derstand a story, you have to totafflffly engage. The fflistening part 
is essentiaffl. It is a skifflffl that has to be nurtured and continued.
“I teach afflffl sorts off skifflffls verbafflffly, and I make it ffun. Iff chiffl-

dren have an emotionaffl connection with reading at this age,
they’fflffl stick with it.
“When a chiffld absoffluteffly adores a story and comes up to

hug me, that’s worth a mifflfflion dofflfflars to me, because I know it 
wifflffl stick.”

Three off Oser’s ffavorite reads ffor second-graders:
“The Book With No Pictures,” by B.J. Novak
“It’s pretty ffunny. I have to sing.”

“The Tiny Wish,” by Lori Evert 
“It uses a reaffl fflittffle girffl. Very befflievabffle.”

“Betty Bunny Loves Chocofflate Cake,” by Michaeffl Kapfflan,
ifflfflustrated by Stephane Jorisch
“Very ffunny. I put on difffferent voices. There are ffour books

in the series.”

Off chiffldren’s books, Oser says:
“They print about 5,000 new titffles a year. The difffference be-

tween today’s books and those off years ago is the quafflity off the 

Patsy Oser, a fformer teacher and fflibrarian, has read over
1,500 stories to the chiffldren at Astor Efflementary Schooffl over
the past nine months. An unpaid vofflunteer, Oser reads ffor kin-

-
gree is in education and she has a master’s degree in fflibrary
science.
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Patsy Oser reads “Up” to students in the fflibrary off Astor Efflementary Schooffl.

Name: Aiden Dennis
Favorite book: “LEGO Star 
Wars: The Visuaffl  Dictio-
nary,” by Simon Beecrofft

Name: Sam Moss
Favorite book: “A Big Guy 
Took My Bafflffl!” by Mo Wiffl-
fflems

Name: Efflizabeth Bfflankenship
Favorite Book: “Knuffffffle 
Bunny: A Cautionary Taffle,” 
by Mo Wifflfflems

Name: Defflaney Anderson
Favorite Book: “Let’s Go 
For a Drive!” by Mo Wiffl-
fflems

Visit us onffline at 
www.DaifflyAstorian.com
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