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SALEM Majority
Democrats in the Oregon
Legislature have advanced
requirements for businesses
to provide paid sick leave and
offer state-sponsored retire-
ment savings plans to work-
ers.

The state Senate passed
the sick-leave requirement on
a 17-13 vote Wednesday and
moved Senate Bill 454 to the
state House.

The House passed the re-
tirement-savings option on a
32-26 vote Wednesday and
moved House Bill 2960 to the
Senate.

Both bills are expected to
come up for votes in the other
chamber soon.

Sen. Betsy Johnson of
Scappoose was the sole Dem-
ocrat to join the 12 Republi-

cans in opposition to SB 454.

Reps. David Gomberg, of
Otis, and Caddy McKeown,
of Coos Bay, were the Dem-
ocrats who joined 24 Repub-
licans in opposition to HB
2960. One Democrat and one
Republican were excused.

The bills passed after de-
bates of more than an hour in
the Senate and 90 minutes in
the House.

Retirement savings

“Far too many Americans
and Oregonians are not saving
enough for retirement,” said
Rep. Tobias Read, D-Beaver-
ton, one of the chief sponsors of
HB 2960. “We can make it eas-
ier for Oregonians to do what is
in their own best interests.”

A task force led by state
Treasurer Ted Wheeler ad-
vanced the retirement-savings
bill, which would make Ore-
gon the third state to pass such

legislation, after California and
[llinois.

After the vote, Wheeler said
in a statement:

“Far from being a burden on
small businesses, the retirement
security bill provides an attrac-
tive option to small business
owners who would like to offer
their employees a retirement
plan, but cannot because of cost
and administrative hassle.”

While businesses would be
required to make a state-spon-
sored savings plan available
in 2017, HB 2960 would not
compel them to contribute to
a plan, and workers could opt
out of participating. A state
board created in the Oregon
State Treasury would devel-
op a plan that is similar to an
individual retirement account,
and would be run by a con-
tractor much like the existing
529 Oregon College Savings
Plan.

Worn flags to be retired
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The Astoria Chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution is collect-
ing American flags that are torn, faded or
otherwise in need of retirement at City
Lumber, 2142 Commercial St. Flags may

also be given to any member of the group.

The chapter will retire the flags at 1 p.m.

Sunday, Flag Day, at Fort Stevens Histor-
ical Park. The event is open to the public.

For information about the flag retirement
or membership in the chapter, call Sue Glen
at 503-861-0574.
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But Rep. Carl Wilson,
R-Grants Pass, said workers al-
ready can choose from a variety
of plans available in the market.

“We are putting together a
great statewide mechanism for
something that few people will
take advantage of,” he said.

The task force found, how-
ever, that half of Oregon’s pri-
vate-sector workers lack access
to a savings plan at work — and
that participation is likely to
jump if one becomes avail-
able.

Sick leave

In the Senate, Democrats
turned aside Republican
attempts to apply the sick-
leave requirement only to
businesses with 25 or more
workers, to require paid
leave only for victims of
crime and domestic vio-
lence, and to exempt agri-
cultural workers.
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Legislature advances sick leave, retirement fund bills

“What 1 see is another
polarizing issue,” said Sen.
Chuck Thomsen, R-Hood
River, an orchardist who
moved unsuccessfully for
the agricultural exemption.

SB 454 would allow
workers to accrue leave at
one hour for every 30 hours
worked, or one and a third
hours for every 40 hours
worked, up to a maximum of
40 hours per year. Employ-
ers could set a maximum of
80 hours accrual, and limit
use to 40 hours each year.

The bill applies to busi-
nesses with at least 10
workers. Part-time workers
would accrue leave at the
same rate.

“Working people
shouldn’t be forced to
choose between their jobs
and their health,” said Sen-
ate Majority Leader Diane
Rosenbaum, D-Portland.

Oregon would become
the fourth state to provide
for such a requirement, after
Connecticut, California and
Massachusetts. If Senate
Bill 454 passes the House
and is signed by Gov. Kate
Brown, it would take effect
Jan. 1, although penalties
for violations could not be
levied until January 2017.

Portland already has a
sick-leave requirement for
businesses with six or more
employees. The bill would
allow Portland to retain
that standard, which the
city council put into effect
in January 2014, but also
nullify a Eugene ordinance
that would apply the re-
quirement to all businesses
regardless of size.

The Capital Bureau is a
collaboration  between EO
Media Group and Pamplin
Media Group.

Children in Astoria, Seaside and War-
renton can enjoy lunches at no charge
through the Summer Food Service Pro-
gram, a federally funded nutrition program
open to all children aged 1 to 18 years old.

No applications are necessary. On Fri-

Free lunches for children
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egon.

days at Broadway Middle School in Sea-
side only, in addition to lunch, a free fun
activity is being offered due to a grant re-
ceived by Partners for a Hunger-Free Or-

To find a meal site, text “FOOD” to
8778771, call 866-348-6479 or go to www.
Summerfoodoregon.org
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OBITUARY POLICY

The Daily Astorian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can include a small photo and,
for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge. The deadline for all obituaries is 9 a.m. the business
day prior.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style. Death notices and
upcoming services will be published at no charge. Notices must be submitted by 9 a.m. the
day of publication.

Obituaries and notices may be submitted online at www.dailyastorian.com/obituaryform,
by email at ewilson@dailyastorian.com, placed via the funeral home or in person at The
Daily Astorian office, 949 Exchange St. in Astoria. For more information, call 503-325-
3211, ext. 257.
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